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Wool Modern
T

he Campaign for Wool caused a stir in
early August when it sent out its invitations to the opening night of the Wool
Modern exhibition which celebrates wool in
the 21st Century. The stir became a regular
agitation when it was announced later in
the month that their Patron, His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, and the
Duchess of Cornwall would attend the
opening night on 7th September at La
Galleria in Pall Mall.
Guests were welcomed at the New
Zealand House entrance by the press corps,
which was there in full force as guests
arrived, followed by a welcome glass of
champagne and canapés. They were then
struck (in the case of the Under Warden –
who had the misfortune to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time when one of the
displays collapsed – almost physically!) by a
splendid display of colourful, innovative
and often avant garde designs for fashion
wear, carpets and other wool uses. Notable
designers of the calibre of Vivienne Westwood were in the throng, and there were
designs on display by fashion houses such
as hers as well as Alexander McQueen, Yves
St Laurent and John Galliano. There was an
interesting mix of people as the fashion
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world met the wool trade – and there was a
smattering of Woolmen present to add
dignity and depth to the proceedings. By
the time the TRH The Prince of Wales and
The Duchess of Cornwall arrived the rooms
were full of enthusiastic support for and
approval of the exhibition.
The Master of the Worshipful Company
of Woolmen, Eric Wilson CBE, who is also a
member of the Board of CFW invited the
Masters of several of the "Textile" related
Livery Companies to Wool Modern. They
met John Thorley OBE Chairman of the
Campaign who in turn introduced them to
HRH The Prince of Wales who addressed
the guests and gave his unequivocal support for the Campaign for Wool, wool products, and the wider uses of wool in modern
design, technology and domestic use. He
praised the organisers of the exhibition and
all the organisations that had supported
the Campaign for Wool, and reminded guests
that the Campaign was a five year drive to
promote wool as the material of choice for
fashion designers, carpet-makers, the insulation sector of the construction industry
and many other users, including funeral
services.
The Campaign for Wool is supported by
the Worshipful Company of Woolmen. The
Wool Modern exhibition ran from 7th to
29th September 2011. ■

J

ust over six months since being installed
you really begin to appreciate what an
honour and privilege it is to hold the office of
Master of this historic and dynamic company,
still active in the trade for which we were
formed more than 800 years ago. Several of
our major events are covered elsewhere in
this edition of The Woolman so I thought I
would refer to several other occasions which
I have attended, most of them linked to the
objectives of Livery Companies to support
education and help those less fortunate in
our society.
It started with the ringing of the new peal
of bells in our Church, St Michaels, Cornhill,
quickly followed by the Sons of the Clergy
Service in St Pauls, then to the Chapel Royal
for the Addington Fund, then back to St Paul’s
for the Musicians Company Service, then the
Knights Bachelor again in St Paul’s, but this
time in the crypt, then a further two Services
before the end of September in support of
other events. The Basket Makers held an
exhibition of their crafts which embraced
everything from tiny boxes to willow coffins
interspersed with containers used in earlier
times for transporting goods of all kinds at
home and to go abroad. The Loriners Company celebrated their 750th anniversary with a
very comprehensive display of all the additions to the work of the Leathersellers and
Saddlers to make horse harness and other
leather equipment useable.
Attending the Treloars School, for the
severely disabled, art lecture at Mansion House,
and to view the Howard Samuel Dutch and
Flemish collection which he donated – and
are the only paintings in the Mansion House
– was unforgettable.
Although these visits may seem some way
from wool it allows the Master to meet and
contribute to many causes which other
companies support and follows on from the
weekend at Ironbridge for all Masters of that
year. Ironbridge is the home of the Industrial
Revolution, and I commend families to visit
this unique charity embracing such a significant chapter in our country’s history.
With David Wootton, a Woolman, becoming
our Lord Mayor on Friday 11th November and
being invited to be one of a few of the Livery
Companies welcoming him to Mansion House
at the Lord Mayor’s Show has given our

Company a closer link to the City and, as I
write this, I am heading to the Lord Mayors
Banquet this evening and two days later we
will, as is traditional, make him a gift from
the Company of two wool scarves for him and
the Lady Mayoress together with a cheque
supporting his portrait; whilst tomorrow we
will be supporting the Royal London Society
for Blind People with The Duchess of Gloucester as its patron and hosted by former Lord
Mayor Sir Gavin Arthur in Kensington Palace.
At the time of writing I have attended about
75 events so far and will give details of the
whole year in our next edition of The
Woolman.
Together with The Campaign for Wool with
Prince Charles as its patron, of which I am a
director, our Woolmans Company will be
putting displays into Mansion House during
David Wootton’s year which will reflect wool
and its products in different uses, and should
give a higher profile for our company, and
develop our contacts both here and abroad very exciting!
I am very indebted to our Wardens, Court
members, our Clerk and Beadle for the tremendous support they are giving me during the
year and as we approach the festive season I
wish them all and readers of The Woolman
and their families a “Very Happy Christmas
and a Guid New Year.”
It would be wrong of me to close this report
without congratulating Liveryman Ken Ayres.
I was a guest at the Actuaries Lecture and
Supper when it was announced that Fellow
Woolman Ken Ayres, a Sheriff in the City a
few years ago, will be taking over the role of
Chief Commoner early next year, and has
been given the Actuaries exclusive Award of
Honour from his mother company for the
outstanding contribution he has made to
both the Company and the City of London.
There were congratulations all round from
those present at the Staple Inn situated beside
the entrance to the city in High Holborn. The
Staple Inn, which became the home of the
Acturies Company, formerly owned the quays
from which wool was exported and where
we, the Woolmen collected taxes on behalf of
the Crown. Did we get the short straw or
should it be the short staple? Staple Inn is
just another of the city’s hidden treasures pay a visit! ■

Gerald Sharp Photography

The Master’s Half-Term Reflections

Company
Officers for
2011/2012
Master
Eric Wilson CBE
Upper Warden
Simon
Boardman-Weston
Under Warden
Lt Col (retd) Bill Clark;
Immediate Past
Master
Simon Bailey
Beadle
Ernest Brocklehurst
Honorary Chaplain –
The Reverend Doctor
Peter Mullen
Clerk
Gillian E. Wilson
The Old Post Office
56 Lower Way
Great Brickhill
Bucks MK17 9AG
Tel: 01525 261541
clerk@woolmen.com
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Publications
available
from
The Clerk

New Liverymen

A Short History
of the Worshipful
Company of
Woolmen
by Gordon Huelin
PhD FSA
The Woolmen’s Tale
by David Buirski
“There Is No
Substitute For…”
by Past Master
Richard Proctor
A Layman’s
Commentary on The
Register of Freedom
Admissions of the
Worshipful
Company of
Woolmen
by Lt Col (retd)
WJH Clark

Woolmen’s
Umbrellas,
Scarves
and Ties
The Clerk has a
stock of Woolman’s
umbrellas, scarves
and ties for sale.
Woolmen’s Scarves £30;
Woolmen’s
Umbrellas - £25;
Woolmen’s Ties - £30
Please make cheques
payable to the
Worshipful Company
of Woolmen, and
arrange collection with
the Clerk from
Painters’ Hall; this is
best achieved at the
Civic Dinner.
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Chris Dancaster

Neal Hammond

S

ince the last edition of The Woolman
we have clothed a number of new
Liverymen

Chris Dancaster attended the City of
London School and qualified as a Chartered Quantity Surveyor in 1969. He has
been engaged as arbitrator on domestic
and international disputes in construction and civil engineering matters for over
20 years. He has been a long-standing
member of the Worshipful Company of
Arbitrators being Master in 2009/2010. He
was delighted to be invited to join the
Worshipful Company of Woolmen which
would enable him to find out from the
inside how a much older Company works.
Chris is married to Ursula and has two
daughters and four grandchildren who
are evenly split between England and
Australia.
Neal Hammond
Director of Pirin Holding Ltd & Frederck
Sage & Co Ltd a family company
specialising in quality building and

Caroline Delius

shopfitting. They have just completed
the new Richard Green Gallery in New
Bond Street London, the first purpose
built gallery in London, which we have
been awarded by The Worshipful
Company of Masons for Natural Stone
Craft Award, the award was presented by
HRH The Duke of Gloucester and The
Lord Mayor of London and The Georgian
Building award. As well as carrying out
work for major high street chains, they
also develop their own properties, and
residential and commercial properties
for other property owners.
Caroline Delius was born and brought up
in Harrogate; the second daughter of a
Bradford wool merchant – Richard Delius.
She worked in publishing in New York and
London then turned to public relations
helping small businesses to create brand
image. She has lived in Putney for thirty
years attending to small family businesses in London and Leicestershire.
Caroline plays tennis and bridge and is
a keen opera-goer and traveller. ■

Programme of Events 2011 / 2012
Election of Lord
Mayor
3rd October

Lord Mayor’s
Show
12th November

Civic Dinner
1st November

Court Dinner
30th November
(Court members
and partners only)

Members
Recruitment
Event, Bradford
Grammar School
7th November

Pantomime, New
Victoria Theatre,
Woking
10th December

Alms Court
Dinner, Saddlers’
Hall
11th January 2012
Member
Recruitment event,
the Old Bailey
followed by
Master’s Reception
26th January 2012

Lunch in the
House of Lords
21st March 2012
Installation
Dinner
25th April 2012
Royal Ulster Show
16th-18th May
2012

The Lord Mayor’s Show
Saturday 12th November 2011
The Master and The
Beadle lead the way

or ‘Come in Number 13, your time’s up’

F

ive in the morning on a Saturday is usually
fairly quiet in the streets of the City of
London. The drunks have finally gone to
wherever they call home, the dogs have found
a convenient temporary kennel, and the cats
have found no one or body to play with them
and have given up. But as night slowly gave
way to dawn on the morning of Saturday 12th
November, the streets were filled with a low
rumble as horse-drawn drays, articulated
lorries, vintage cars and a regular mixture of other vehicles, pedal-powered,
gas-driven, hand-cranked and air-blown
all made their way to various gathering
points on the edge of the City.
Whilst smartly-dressed coachman adjusted their stocks, and drivers carried out
first parade checks on their vehicles, a
band of 50-odd figures dressed in shepherds smocks and Bo-peep outfits and
carrying crooks made their way from
Painters’ Hall to Noble Street to find
their horse-drawn drays, and the
City woke up to the morning of the
684th Lord Mayor’s Show. Alderman
David Wootton had been accepted

as Lord Mayor of the City of London at the
Silent Ceremony in the Guildhall the day
before, and now he was preparing to show
himself to the City and the people of the City
of London. This was a very special day for the
Worshipful Company of Woolmen because
Alderman David Wootton is a Woolman, and
as far as is known the first Woolman to
become Lord Mayor of the City of London
since Sir Cuthbert Lowell Ackroyd
Baronet in 1955/1956. The Woolmen were determined to give
their Lord Mayor the Parade he
deserved, with all the pageantry
and pomp they could muster.
The planning committee had
worked with Bridgette Kelly and
Tim Booth of the British Wool
Marketing Board and the design
team from Sharman Shaw to
produce a different entry for this
year’s Lord Mayor’s Show. The
first dray, as in past years, contained several sheep, although
this year they were accompanied by Megan Burr who

David and Jane
Keating with their
grandchildren Oliver
and Grace Skinner

The star attractions –
Suffolk and Texel
sheep
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The Master explains sheep to the children

The mad knitter –
our Clerk Gill Wilson

Glove puppets to
amuse the children

pretended to shear the sheep as the dray
made its way through the streets. The second
dray contained what can only be described as
a ‘Wool Spectacular’: an eccentric woman
(our learned Clerk) in a fantastic wool dress
sat on a woollen block with oversize knitting
needles, knitting from a ball of wool that
looked like a sheep, whilst the Newbury Coat
was displayed on a tailor’s dummy and bits of
carpet and mattress made the point that
‘there is no substitute for wool’. The London
crowds found Gill’s deliberately poor attempts at knitting hilarious, and she received
lots of (not always useful) advice from wellwishers.
The Newbury Coat was kindly loaned by
Patricia Ackroyd. Readers may remember that
in 1811 a mill owner boasted that with
mechanisation he could take wool directly
from sheep and turn it into a finished coat in
the course of a day, which he achieved. In
1991 the Kennet Valley Guild of Weavers,
Spinners and Dyers rose to a similar challenge, but spurned mechanisation and produced the coat entirely by hand. As 2011 is the

200th anniversary of the original challenge,
the Kennet Valley Guild of Weavers, Spinners
and Dyers rose to the challenge again. Patricia
Ackroyd is the Managing Director of Ackroyd
and Dawson Limited, and a member of the
Guild and she was on the team of spinners on
the day.
The Woolmen’s entry of the two drays were
Number Thirteen in the procession, and we
were fortunate to be the first entry with a
number of different animals – horses, sheep
and dogs (and a couple of sheep glove puppets) – and the crowd went wild with excitement. At least three generations were represented by the party of Woolmen, with the
youngest aged four and the eldest born before
the Second World War. The Beadle, Ernie
Brocklehurst, was there with his two grandsons, and the Master, Eric Wilson, was supported by several grandchildren. Oliver and
Daniel Armstrong, Court Assistant Chris
Thierry’s grandchildren, were particularly
adept at rousing the general public with shouts
of ‘Wool!’ to which the crowd obligingly responded with ‘Baa!’ The Woolmen were also

Alice Grierson

Amy Brocklehurst

Clara Wilson

Daniel Armstrong

Erin Brocklehurst

Grace Skinner

Hannah Gelbert

Maria Grierson
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The Company

The Woolmen march past

represented in the spectators stands, and
Lady Ann Riches, Frieda Jefferson and Ben
and Peggy Hodges were watching from prime
seats at the Mansion House.
The mile and a quarter outward journey
took about an hour to cover, but it felt like no
time at all before we reached The Temple and
the lunch break. The Woolmen had thoughtfully booked a room in a local hostelry to
which the group repaired for a well-earned sit
down and reasonable comfort break. After the
lunch break the group made their way back
to the drays and completed the return
journey, and the Master peeled away from
the group at the Mansion House for
lunch with the Lord Mayor. At the
end of the return leg, the Woolmen sadly said farewell to the
drays, the children in particular reluctant to leave them,
and returned to Painters’ Hall.
The Hall provided a high tea of
sausages and mash, and the
Under Warden, Bill Clark, presented certificates to all the children

who had taken part, signed by the Master and
the Lord Mayor. Then many people made
their way to the Embankment to watch the
fireworks, before heading home. Not only had
it been a great day out to remember, but the
Woolmen felt they had supported their Lord
Mayor with all the pomp and circumstance
they could proudly provide to make his day a
memorable one.
The Worshipful Company of Woolmen,
through the good offices of the Master, Eric
Wilson CBE, obtained sponsorship from the
Campaign for Wool, Shepherd Publishing,
Listers, the Carpet Foundation, Standard
Wool and Vi-Spring. The Company
is very grateful to them for their
support, and to all those who
took part, and we hope they
also had a day to remember
on 12th November 2011. ■

Assorted shepherds and
bo-peeps waiting for their flocks

Steve Wilson

Megan Burr
preparing to shear
the sheep

Certificates
presentation

Oliver Harrison

Matthew Clement

Matthew Loraine

Oliver Armstrong

Oliver Skinner

Olivia Clement

Philippa Loraine
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The Woolmen’s

Northern Odyssey
Pictured above,
the Shetland bus
memorial

Fleece assessment at
Jamieson and Smith

T

he Master invited the Livery to join him for
a week in The Shetland Islands in June,
and as an old hand in this remote area he
knew that the weather would be kind to us.
The flights from Edinburgh and Aberdeen
arrived at Sumburgh airport on Monday
evening, and we were transferred by coach to
the Shetland Hotel, Lerwick for an informal
dinner on Monday night.
After a hearty breakfast (for some: porridge,
a full Shetland breakfast, kippers, toast) on
Tuesday morning we began at Jamiesons
Wool Mill and Factory in Sandness. Here they
purchase the fleeces of pure bred Shetland
sheep from over 700 local crofters and farmers and transform it into luxury yarns, knitwear, homewear and gifts. It is all scoured,
washed, carded, spun and weaved on the
premises to produce the finished product. We
were shown round by Gary Jamieson, the son
of the owner and a tremendous enthusiast

8 | The Woolman | Autumn 2011

for all thing to do with wool. They had started
by buying an old machine (1896 was cast into
its chassis) and seeing what it would do, and
then buying another old machine to see what
that would do, and slowly grew to their current business. The retail opportunity at the
end of the visit was very attractive, and few
Woolmen left without a new sweater, blanket
or cardigan in the classical Shetland style and
colours.
We were coached to Brae and treated to a
delicious lunch of steamed fresh mussels at
the Mid Brae Inn. We met the proprietor,
Eleanor Arthur, there and heard for the first
time the Shetland dialect in full flow. It is
derived from Nort, an ancient language from
which the other Scandinavian languages are
derived, and although you could be listening
to a broad Scots brogue, many words are
different and Eleanor very kindly explained
what she was saying in English as well. She

Before shearing

Group one at the Shetland Museum

told us about the North West Scotland Crofters Association, and her part in it and their
endeavours to present a united face of the
17,000 Shetland crofters to the Association,
the Scottish Parliament and Westminster. As
Chairman of the Association she had represented it at conferences in Turin and Sweden.
She presented the Master with a book ‘A
Pictorial Daander Trowe of Shetland’s Crofting
Culture’, in which she and many other Island
luminaries write about the Islands and crofting.
With our driver, Wilson, and our incomparable guide, Deborah, we then travelled via
the beautiful scenery around Sollum Voe to
Scalloway. We had learned the difference
between a ‘wick’ – a long pointed bay or inlet
– and a ‘voe’ – a square one. Whatever their
shape, many of them were used by salmon
farmers and mussel farmers. The salmon
farms were distinguished by the large circular
frames inside which the fish were stocked
(although in some cases these were square),
and the small boat moored up by them which
regulated their feed through a computerised
system. The mussel farms appeared as a long
string of buoys, some deeper in the water
than others. From each of the buoys, a string
descended into the water and encouraged
mussels to attach themselves. The mussels
reach maturity after about two years when
the buoy sinks below the surface of the water,
and the farmers can gather them. Eider ducks
could be a real danger to the mussel farmers,
because they could dive down a string with
their mouth and gullet open and devour a
whole colony of mussels in one fell swoop. At
Scalloway we saw the ruin of the Castle, and
then we found the church had been opened
for us and we were able to see the interior,
very similar to a Methodist chapel, and some
very interesting internal features. We also
saw the Shetland Bus Memorial.
The Shetland Bus was the nickname of a
Second World War special operations group
that made a permanent link between Shet-

land and occupied Norway from 1941 until
the German occupation ended on 8th May
1945. The official name of the group was
“Norwegian Naval Independent Unit” (NNIU).
Both SIS (Secret Intelligence Service ) and SOE
(Special Operations Executive) Norwegian
Section I, later known as ‘Company Linge’,
established a base and an office in Lerwick
(SIS later moved to Peterhead). The main
purpose of the group was to bring agents in
and out of Norway, and bring them weapons,
radios and other supplies. They would also
bring out Norwegians who feared arrest by
the Germans. All crewmen were civilians, and
had a wage of £4 a week, free accommodation
and a bonus of £10 for each mission to Norway. The Shetland Bus Memorial was erected
to commemorate the 44 men who lost their
lives during Shetland Bus operations.
During our return journey we were given a
welcome cup of tea by Ronnie and Sue Eunson, a local farmer and his wife. He and his
business partner Peter Glanville had laid out
an intriguing display of wool products that
they are marketing as Shetland Organics, a
Community Interest Company. Ronnie had
converted his farm to producing organic wool
and although he occasionally had second
thoughts about the financial challengess of
the scheme, he firmly believed it was the
right thing to do and he was not going to go
back. There was also a technical discussion
about Conjugated Linoleic Acid (CLA) which
naturally occurs in the milk of Shetland
cattle, and makes the milk very healthy to
drink. Adding CLA to the feed of other cattle
does not produce the same results because it
also increases the level of trans fatty acids,
which are not beneficial to human health.
There was also a discussion about registering
Shetland wool as a protected designation of
origin, like champagne and stilton.
The Master had invited several guests to
continued on page 12

The Master

“
There was
also a
discussion
about registering Shetland
wool as a
protected
designation of
origin, like
champagne
and stilton.
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Arctic Tern

Kittiwakes

Guillemots and Kittiwakes

Birds

Shetland
W

hat a treat the Master had in store for us in the
Shetland Isles, the most Northerly place in
Britain and how exciting to see birds that we cannot
see much further South and certainly not in
London. We did not spend as much time as we
might have liked on the birds and plants but
nevertheless we saw a good variety as we travelled
to the far North, South, East and West of the islands.
Many of us will be familiar with Oystercatchers
seeking out their food on the seashore but perhaps
our most common sighting in Shetland was the
number of Oystercatchers breeding on the peat hills
and moors. Each bird roamed over quite a large area
and if disturbed ran away from their nests to lure
the predator away. Shetland is too far North for
other than the occasional Swallows but to my
surprise we listened to the magical Skylark in full
voice on the Island of Bressay.
Ferry trips between the islands enabled us to see
Black Guillemot, as well as Gannets, Herring,
Common, Black Headed, Lesser and Greater Black
Backed Gulls and Arctic and Common Terns.
Distant views were also obtained of a Great
Northern Loon and some Eider Ducks, as well as an
otter.
Travelling to the far North we saw Great Skuas,
commonly called Bonxies as well as a Red Throated
Loon (they used to be called divers). The Loon was
nesting on a fresh water loch and is a real rarity and

Shag Guillemots and Kittiwakes
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Puffin

protected species. Our guide was becoming
seriously worried that we would disturb them and
she would be fined!! However the Great Skuas were
much more of a threat than us, particularly when
we were stuck in a coach, and the Loon made a
great lunge from the water at a Bonxie which was
getting too close. Our visit to Bressay with John
Scott, the Lord Lieutenant produced a second pair
of Red Throated Loons on another loch and John
was much more relaxed in letting us wait and
watch whilst they played in the water. Our visit
here also enabled us to see some more Great Skuas
as well as Arctic Skuas, Whimbrel and Golden
Plover.
However some of our party, particularly Ann
Riches, were becoming very concerned that,
because we had not got to the high cliffs, we had
not managed to see Puffins. So on the last day our
ever obliging Master took us to Sumburgh Head.
Climbing up the path to the Lighthouse we walked
very close to the cliff edge and saw nesting
Guillemots and Razorbills as well as Fulmars and
Kittiwakes but where were the puffins? It was
slightly late in the season for the Puffins to be
nesting and most had gone back to sea but finally
when we got to the top of the cliff next to the
lighthouse we were finally rewarded with good
close views of a few pairs much to the delight of all.
Raymond Cousins

Northern Oystercatcher

Marsh Orchid

Northern Marsh Orchid

T

he amazing thing about visiting somewhere
new is that the plants can tell you all about
living there. Shetland is a long way north. The
climate is cold. The winters are dark and there is a
lot of ‘weather’. The sheep which we went to see
have been chomping away at any available vegetation for centuries. Even if a roothold is gained the
chances of growing above nibbling height are
slight. So it is not surprising that the islands are
almost treeless. The crofters try to grow some
cabbages but in order to do so it is necessary to
make a sheep proof garden wall. Rocks and stones
seem to be available so one sees small squares of
wall which might look like a sheep fold but are in
fact cabbage patches as the sheep have the run of
the rest of the land. The cabbages take 2 years to
mature.
The machair or grass turf which is grazed or – in
the town mown – is the perfect place for the
Northern Marsh Orchid so we were delighted to
find these beautiful purple flowers all over any
spare piece of grassy sward. They were clinging to
rocks in the hotel car park, around the old RAF
station and by the museum we visited in Bressay.
There are in fact two plants which are rare in
Britain and were discovered by Thomas Edmondston who grew up on Unst. As a boy Thomas had
become very interested in local plants. He made a
study of them and showed his list and interest to

Vernal Squill

Joseph Hooker when he visited the Isles. (Joseph
Hooker was highly regarded and in charge of Kew
Gardens.) Thomas became professor of Botany at
Aberdeen University at the age of 20. He joined a
rerun of the Beagle expedition on HMS Herald corresponding with Charles Darwin. Whilst disembarking from the ship in South America he was
killed in a gun accident. However in botany circles
he is remembered for two plants which are found
in Shetland on a hill near his home on Unst.
Shetland Mouse-ear, Cerastium nigrescens Edmondstonii, has purple leaves which help it to manage in
limited light – just the thing for winter and a hairy
covering which is useful against the cold! Arctic
Sandwort, Arenaria norvegica, is a member of the
pink family. Unfortunately the rain on Unst
prevented our exploration of the barren hill but
one of these flowers is so rare that it has not been
seen for many years. Both of these tiny treasures
have flowers so small you might walk past them.
If you met their close relatives in your lawn you
might reach for the weeding fork!
At every opportunity we were able to see the
lovely Red Campion – an Island special and also
delighted in the tiny Vernal Squill which is a small
pale blue Hyacinth related to the Bluebell. At our
Ceilidh our delightful hosts had put garden flowers
on the tables all of which were colourful and local
Ruth Cousins

Plants

Shetland

Ragged Robin

Bladder Campion, Bluebell,
Aquilegia, Polemonium, Bugle,
Perennial Cornflower

Silverweed
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Shetland Ponies and foals

Learning about more wool

dine with us that evening at the Lerwick
Hotel. John Scott, the Lord Lieutenant – made
a Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian
Order (KCVO) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list published a week later – and his wife
Elizabeth, Norman Leach, John Goodlad,
Ronnie and Sue Eunson and others who had
helped him plan the trip. After an excellent
three course meal, the Master thanked all our
guests for making the trip possible. John
Goodlad, the guest speaker, then welcomed
us all to the Shetlands and guided us through
the fascinating history of how the Islands
became part of the dowry of King James III of
Scotland’s bride, Margaret of Denmark, in the
fifteenth century. He talked about the development of their unique culture and the
Shetlanders pride in their Islands and how
they were closer to Bergen than Aberdeen;
and he mentioned the Island Games, the international competition between island communities, also known as the Friendly Games.
The Under Warden, Bill Clark, responded and
thanked him on behalf of the Company and
made a small presentation.
Wednesday proved to be a day for seeing
wild life as we left Mainland and took the
ferry to Yell. On our travels we saw blue hares,
otters, seals, and of course the ubiquitous
cows and sheep. We visited the Old Haa Museum at Burravoe with its exhibitions of history,
natural history and the arts and crafts. There
were boats of various sizes and descriptions,
including a Welsh coracle abandoned by
poachers, and a folding boat used by a local
clergyman. There were geological displays of
rocks, and the huge jaw of a male sperm
whale washed ashore on Yell. The museum is
also home to the Bobby Tulloch Memorial –
Bobby Tulloch was a self-taught naturalist
and an accomplished photographer, and
incidentally a friend of the Master. We then
crossed by ferry to Unst, where we had a brief
view of Belmont House, a restored Georgian
residence, and our first close-up look at the
ubiquitous Shetland ponies, followed by

lunch in the former Sergeants’ Mess at
Saxavord. The facilities for the abandoned
RAF Cold War listening station have been very
successfully transformed into a bar (serving
beers with exotic names like Island Bere, Old
Scatness, White Wife, Auld Rock, Simmer Dim
and Sjolmet Stout), restaurant and hostel.
After lunch we travelled as far north as is
possible in the British Isles to Muckle Flugga.
If Wednesday had been a feast for the wild
life enthusiasts, Thursday was a banquet for
the ornithologists when we visited Bressay
and sighted Noss. But before we made that
journey we visited Jamison and Smith in Lerwick, another firm well known to the Master,
to hear about their wool-broking business
and all the different types and qualities of
wool they dealt in, and another retail opportunity. Jamieson & Smith Shetland Wool Brokers
Ltd purchase about 80% of Shetland wool
from over 700 of the island’s crofters and
farmers, and transform it into high-quality
Shetland wool products including yarns,
knitwear, blankets and carpets. Shetland wool
is an incredibly natural and sustainable fibre,
and is world renowned for its fineness and
warmth. Shetland sheep graze on the islands’
hills and beaches eating wild heather and
seaweed. This diet, along with the not-so-great
weather, makes Shetland wool soft, strong and
warm. Shetland Wool is also very diverse: it’s
perfect for hand-knitting both Shetland Lace
and Fair Isle, as well as for knitwear manufacture and weaving. They hand sort and grade
their wool and, to make sure that they do not
waste anything, the coarser parts of the fleece
are used in carpets and mats. Everything done
at Jamieson & Smith is targeted at enhancing
the profile of Shetland wool, so as to raise the
prices for local wool producers.
We then split into two groups, and whilst
one half visited a local trawler and toured
everything from the engine room (very clean
and clinical) to the wheel-house (unexpected
luxury and driving seats worthy of the starship
Enterprise), via the wardroom and the cook’s
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Sumburgh archeological site

Presentation

Learning more about
wool

Meeting the
Lord Lieutenant

quarters; the other half
visited the Hjaltland
‘wild waters’ salmon
and seafood factory,
now owned by Grieg.
We saw fresh salmon
arriving and being
prepared for smoking
or packing, and we
had the opportunity
to taste some various
delicious samples of the finished product.
The Shetland Museum was our next stop
where there is a wool gallery, and we had a
talk from Professor Carla Christianson about
how the uses of wool in the Shetlands
developed over the years, and patterns and
colours were used in different ways. This was
followed by a visit to the Town Hall and a
Civic reception hosted by the Convenor, and
tea whilst we looked at the amazing stainedglass windows in the building. These depicted
historical figures through the ages that had
had an impact on the Islands’ history. Another ferry trip and we were on Bressay, where
we visited John Scotts farm and saw some
ewes being sheared before driving up to Noss.
The island of Noss is a National Nature
Reserve with over 100,000 pairs of breeding
seabirds, including 8,000 pairs of Gannets and
45,000 pairs of Guillemots. This is where the
ornithologists were really able to have a field
day as they spotted Arctic Skuas, Great Skuas
(known locally as Bonxies), Curlew, Skylark,
Meadow Pipit, Red-throated Divers, Cormorants, Felmer Petrels, Shags, Puffins, Razorbills,
Oystercatchers, Lapwings and a Golden Plover.
We also visited an ancient archaeological
site on Bressay which had been excavated
about a mile along the coast and moved to its
present location by the lighthouse, where
there is a visitors’ centre. There appeared to
be a number of rooms or compartments, and
most puzzling of all a bath; theories about the
original use of the bath included hygiene,
dyeing and tanning, but there was no conclusive evidence about its real purpose.
The Bressay Community Hall Committee
very generously cooked and served us a three
course dinner in the Hall, whilst a three-piece
band played some very lively music which
soon encouraged us all to dance – although
many needed very little encouragement to
join in the Ceilidh. Limited only by the time
of our return ferry we danced the Gay
Gordons, the Dashing White Sergeant and
many other favourites before returning to our
hotel at Lerwick.
Our last morning included the most

beautiful Tombolo – a bridge of sand separating the sea to cross from the mainland of
Shetland to St Ninians Isle, where a vast
hoard of 8th century silver was discovered in
the Chapel grounds. The visit finished at
Sumburgh Head lighthouse so that we had
seen both the most Northerly and Southerly
beacons on the islands to assist shipping in
these dangerous waters. This also allowed us
to see many different birds at close quarters
including the iconic puffin. We finished with
a trip to the Jarlshof archaeological site,
unique for showing traces of Bronze Age, Iron
Age and Viking civilisations. The Bronze Age
settlers left evidence of several small oval
houses with thick stone walls and various
artefacts including a decorated bone object.
The Iron Age ruins include several different
types of structure including a broch and a
defensive wall around the site. The Pictish
period provides various works of art including a painted pebble and a symbol stone. The
Viking-age ruins make up the largest such
site visible anywhere in Britain and include a
longhouse; excavations provided numerous
tools and a detailed insight into life in
Shetland at this time. We had already seen
the remains of many brochs throughout the
Islands, but this was our closest encounter
with one.
The planning and organisation for this
wonderful week in a fascinating and idyllic
group of islands does the Master great credit,
as we fitted a tremendous amount into our
five days. The Shetland Islands are beautiful,
their history is fascinating, their culture is
intriguing, their wildlife and birds are plentiful, and the pace of life simply cannot compare with the hurly-burly of modern life on
mainland Britain. Many of us must have at
least toyed with the idea of living there, but all
of us will undoubtedly return at some stage to
capture more of the atmosphere and see more
of the Islands and learn more of the culture.
The thanks of all of us go to the Master for
arranging such a wonderful trip for us. ■

The Master with Ron and Sal Eunson
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Summer O
Banquet

ur principal event involving Liveryman
and their consorts, which used to be
called the Ladies Banquet, filled the Fishmongers’ Hall on July 6th.
The Fishmongers Company, one of the
Great Twelve has, like the Woolmen, existed
for more than seven hundred years and in
earlier days monopolising the sale of salted
fish, thus creating their wealth. The Hall on
it’s historic site was opened in the 1830’s.
Guests, on arrival. passed the Doggets
with their oars before climbing the stairs
into the magnificent reception and dining
rooms passing the famous Annigoni first
portrait of Her Majesty, The Queen.

T
The Master and
all Staff wish all
Woolmen a Happy
Christmas and a
Prosperous
New Year
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Musical entertainment was provided by
the Guildhall School of Music and the
excellent meal proceeded a welcome to the
Guests by Liveryman Hilary Schrader. The
response by Sir Stuart Rose, so well known
in the Fashion Industry and High Street retailing, was both inspiring about the future
and realistic about the consequences of
stricter credit. He acknowledged the use of
renewable fabrics and the increasing importance of wool in clothing, interiors and
other uses summed up in the book “There
is no substitute for Wool” given as a thank
you to him by the Master. ■

he first membership evening was
held at Bradford Grammar School
on 7th November 2011. The evening
was very successful with over 25
Liverymen and guest attending to
hear from the Master and several
members of the Court about the work
of the Livery Company. The guests

were hosted by the Headmaster of
the school, Stephen Davidson and
Roger Bowers, a Woolman and former governor who spoke to those
present about the history and success of the school . The next event will
be held at the Old Bailey on 26th
January 2012. ■

The
Master’s
Speech
at the Civic Dinner
1st November 2011

Wardens, My Lord Mayor, Baroness Eaton,
Sheriffs, Ladies and Gentlemen

O

n your behalf I would like to thank
Professor Bill McKelvie for his response on
behalf of the guests. I think it was particularly
important to hear from him, the Principal of
one of our outstanding academic institutions
to which we make our bursary awards, on
this occasion when so many of the students
we have supported are here to be recognized.
Thank you Bill.
This evening we have been acknowledging
recent happenings whether within the city
itself or in our recent activities such as shearing and the giving of educational awards. We
are following a strategy we agreed some
months ago and we have plans for the future.
Firstly, we are widening the Livery Committee with sub structures to deal with individual sectors such as local events, the website,
membership and others. I would like to thank
Court Assistant. Chris Thierry for his chairing
of the committee as he passes the baton to
Vincent Keaveny.
Secondly, we are looking to increase our
charitable funds in keeping with new members
being asked to contribute the same amount to
the charitable fund as they do in the quarterage.
Thirdly, at the Lord Mayors Parade in twelve
days time we look forward to having two
horse-drawn floats with sheep and dogs,
depicting wool in the raw state through to a
wide range of finished products all related to
bio energy conservation. Wool is naturally regrown each year and the products are biodegradable.
Fourthly, we see the need to strengthen the

links between the Wool City of Bradford to the
City of London and this becomes even more
significant in a few weeks time when we
welcome your successor, My Lord Mayor, who
happens to be an old Bradfordian and a
Woolman.
Bearing in mind the success of the Annual
Food Lecture in Guildhall, which brings together several Livery companies all related to
food – the Butchers, Bakers, Fruiterers, Poulters and, obviously my other company, the
Farmers and I particularly welcome my new
Master Peter Falkener.
I see the food lecture as an idea or template which might be copied in some form by
these companies related to textiles. Meetings
are already taking place to see if we can
further increase the profile for wool which I
think the Campaign for Wool with its Wool
Modern Exhibition has already done. Many
Masters, and our Wardens, attended this
event in London a few weeks ago.
I believe our Company can also play a
significant role in making it happen. The
Dyers have already stepped forward to make
available their Hall for a suitable occasion,
and we should be meeting in the first
fortnight of January when the incoming Lord
Mayor has agreed to attend.
Turning to wool, since June 2009 the British
Fleece Wool Price indicator was 71p per kilo
of greasy wool, it then increased to 120p in
June 2010, and 184p in June 2011 – an increase
of 159% in two years.
We must compliment the British Wool
Marketing Board, so well represented here
tonight, plus the International dimension of
the Campaign For Wool, which is for the first
time funded by the main wool producing countries putting money in to the same promotional pot. We, the Woolmen’s Company, are
represented on the Campaign Board by Peter
Ackroyd and myself, and our Company is
mentioned in various promotional materials.
So, I hope you will agree, that these initiatives, together with the new format of our
Newsletter, means that the Woolmen’s Company is having a higher profile both within the
City and beyond.
I must finish, however, by thanking our
Presidential and glamorous Clerk for her
tireless work on behalf of our Company –
thank you Gill – and Ernest, our Beadle for
keeping us in order and on time.
Finally, I thank you my Lord Mayor and
everyone else for supporting this evening and
may I wish a safe onward journey. ■
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The 2011 Prizewinners
with the Lord Mayor,
Sheriffs, Master,
Wardens and Clerk

Charitable Giving – 2011
S

ome time ago, Past Master Brian Dunn and
I decided to review the education and
training prizes that are awarded by the
Company so that we would be in a better position to make recommendations for financial
support from our charitable funds. This
involved visiting Heriot Watt, Huddersfield,
and Manchester Universities as well as the
two Agricultural Colleges that we support –
the Scottish Agricultural College and Harper
Adams. We discussed with the Principals the
courses that are run and considered appropriate for our support of the participating
students. Since the original visits, further
visits have been made to discuss the support
we give and where further student assistance
could be given as additional funds become
available.
In all we support 20 students in their studies for BA, BSc, MA and MSc qualifications. All
these studies are textile or sheep related and
all the courses are approved by the Company
following proposals made by these educational establishments. Qualifying students
receive monetary support to help them complete their studies and a Silver medal. Many
of these students also attend our Civic Dinner
as guests of the Company which is one of the
highlights of their academic year. Universities
where textile related courses are provided
include Heriot Watt University in Galashiels,
Huddersfield University and Manchester
University. Agricultural Colleges where sheep
related courses are provided include the
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Scottish Agricultural College and Harper
Adams College in Shropshire. There are also
additional small awards – Lord Barnby award
and the Textile Conservation Centre.
In addition to our academic prizes we also
support the five major sheep shearing competitions held during the summer period
throughout the United Kingdom principally
supporting the Junior Competitions as well as
some of the other shearing classes. These
competitions are the Royal Ulster, Bath and
West, Royal Highland, Great Yorkshire and the
Royal Welsh shows with the winner and
runner up of each Junior Competition winning a monetary prize with a Bronze medal.
Both the local winner and runner-up then go
forward to the National Final in Wales in July
where all 10 competitors receive monetary
prizes with the winner and runner-up also
receiving the Company Gold or Silver medal.
These competitions are very highly regarded
in the Shearing world and our participation
has encouraged junior sheep shearers to
develop their skills. These shows can, of
course, be visited by members of the Company but we always hope to have the main
support at the National final in Builth Wells
in Wales, an event which is recommended to
anyone who has not been to a sheep shearing
competition before. The Worshipful Company
of Woolmen usually make up a party of
Liverymen and their guests who wish to
support the Company and the Master at the
prize-giving. In addition we also support the

“

The major part
of the
Worshipful
Company of
Woolmen’s
charitable
giving goes to
the academic
world related
to wool based
textiles and the
agricultural
world of sheep
and wool.

‘Six Nations Championship’ and biannually,
the World Championship Golden Shears
Competition (Wool Handling Section).
Our academic and practical support is
given directly to the individual who is following a career in their chosen subject but with
which we, as Woolmen, can identify and it is
hoped that over time we will be able to give
greater support, particularly as our Charitable
income increases from the donations and
legacies that the Company receives. At the
present time our Education and Shearing
support amounts to about £20000 and this
together with £4000 given to support the Lord
Mayor of the City of London’s chosen charity
and other City charities amounts to a sizeable
sum but one we wish to increase should
further funds become available.
The major part of the Worshipful Company
of Woolmen’s charitable giving goes to the
academic world related to wool based textiles
and the agricultural world of sheep and wool.
In all cases the monies and medals presented
go directly to the students in their field of
study either to help them continue with
research projects or as an award for their

excellence in their studies for their degree
course. Discussions are held annually with
the various Universities or Colleges to ensure
that the support given is appropriate to the
various courses offered and that they concur
with our requirements that they must be
wool related.
Our support is greatly valued by the individual recipients, by their educational establishments and the wool trade at large. There
is so much more that we can do given the
funds and I encourage all of our Liverymen to
consider their support for these truly worthy
causes. It is wonderful for us all to help
students who otherwise could simply not
afford to pursue their academic dreams, keep
the ancient art of shearing alive on our shores
and contribute so notably to the wool trade –
with your help there is so much more that we
can do. I am always happy to talk with our
Liverymen who wish to learn more about our
endeavours and who want to discuss ways
that they can be further involved.
I look forward to hearing from you. ■
Charles A. Brook
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Dr Keith Howard OBE
D

r Keith Howard was appointed an Officer
of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in
the Queen’s 2011 Birthday Honours list for his
philanthropic services to business, sport and
to the arts in West Yorkshire. Readers will
recall that Keith was honoured by the Prince
of Wales in November 2009 with the award of
a medal for Arts Philanthropy.
Keith is the owner of the Bradford-based
academic publishing company Emerald Group
Publishing, founded in 1947. Emerald is an
international business with a staff of 250 in
this country and ten offices overseas. He is
also chairman of the trustees of the Emerald
Foundation (the charitable arm of Emerald)
and Patron of Andrea’s Gift, a Yorkshire charity for brain tumour research and support.
The Emerald Foundation financed the
construction of the Yorkshire County Cricket
Club Museum at Headingley Carnegie, where
Keith cut the tape at the opening ceremony
on 18th March. The Yorkshire Cricket Foundation and Leeds Rugby Foundation are generously supported by Emerald – who also back

the performing arts, including Northern
Ballet, The Leeds International Pianoforte
Competition and, particularly, Opera North,
where he is chairman of the company’s
Future Fund, much concerned with the restoration of The Leeds Grand Theatre and
educational projects.
He has had a personal connection with
Andrea’s Gift since its inception, because
Andrea worked at his company for ten years
until her illness in 2002. Keith commented
‘When the charity was formed, I was delighted to become involved and give my support.
Over the years a solid foundation has been
developed that will provide funding for
essential brain tumour research together
with patient care and support into the future.
It is good to know that whilst Andrea lost her
life at a young age, it was not in vain and her
memory lives on in a positive way.’
We are delighted that Keith’s philanthropic
work has again been recognised and we offer
him our sincere congratulations. ■
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Private Tour of Lord’s
Cricket Ground for the Woolmen – the Home of the MCC

O

n Saturday 24th September, 21 Woolmen
and their families members met up to
enjoy a tour of the famous MCC grounds on a
wonderful sunny day.
We started the tour at the W G Grace statue
in the Coronation Garden where we met our
informative Guide, Graham. We were all ushered into the MCC Museum to see the
precious and irreplaceable Ashes Urn and
given its fascinating history. It was as would
be expected in pride of position in the
museum, and if you have not seen it so close
you would be surprised to see how very small
and delicate it is. (The winning cricket team
for the ashes are presented with a Waterford
Crystal representation of the Ashes Urn,
because the Original Urn, win or lose, is never
removed from the MCC). We then went on to
view the other exhibits and the Real tennis
Court, where aficionados still play the game.
Next, Graham took us to the MCC Pavilion
which has been renovated at a cost of £5
million; we walked to its heart, the famous
Long Room. Here we were able to admire
paintings of many famous players and we
were provided with interesting historical
facts on each. From the balcony we could look
out onto the world famous cricket pitch.
(Previously, over a century ago the wicket had
been prepared before a match by allowing
sheep to graze the wicket; Lord’s were one of
the first to invest in a mower.) Finally we saw
the Pavilion’s player’s dressing rooms, with
the famous Lord’s Honours Boards on the
walls with the player’s outstanding batting
and bowling achievements. It was then to the
grounds and we all had the opportunity to
walk around the empty stands and seats in
the glorious sunshine as we headed towards
the J.P. Morgan Media Centre, and from here
we could admire the whole of Lords along
with its architecture, old and modern.
Inside the J.P. Morgan Media Centre, which
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in 2001 was said
to be one of the
fifty best buildings in Britain,
we were able to
sit where broadcasters sit when
they relay there
comm e n t a r i e s
around the world.
Our guide provided many interesting snippets to amuse us
explaining it was only ten years ago that
women were allowed into Lords. Graham
claimed Dennis Thatcher said “he
rather liked this as it was the one place
he could go without Margaret”. The tour
ended with an opportunity to have our
photos taken alongside the hallowed
Lords turf, then we all headed to the
Lord’s Tavern, where we had lunch and
time to chat and enjoy a refreshing
drink together.
The six boys who had come on the
tour were less interested in their food
as they wanted to get to the Lords practice
nets and have coaching in bowling and
batting, and also I am sure to be able to say
they had played at Lord’s. They had an
excellent coach who organised the boys very
well and provided the most helpful tuition. By
the end, all six boys were much improved and
had thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Then came the inevitable souvenir shopping which included a baby grow and a piece
of turf from the Hallowed pitch encased in a
glass cricket ball.
I believe everyone went home with happy
memories and more knowledge of cricket.
In 2012 Lord’s will be Host to another sport,
The Olympic Archery Competitions. ■
Chris Thierry
Chairman Livery Committee

The Visiting Team

In the nets

Medals for Shearing
A

s Master I have been privileged to travel
throughout the UK and see the high
quality of shearing taking place at the
National shows. Although shearing embraces
all ages in the community the support given
by the Woolmens Company is confined to
Junior Competitions and Young Farmers
because we believe in supporting the craft
and encouraging those clipping sheep to
improve their standards from an early age.
We are very supportive of the training
schemes for which the driving force is the
British Wool Marketing Board and we are
pleased to supplement their excellent work
by giving prize money, medals and cups. This
ensures high quality skilled shearing that will
be continued by these youngsters in later life.
It was fascinating to meet the older generation at Builth Wells who had competed in
the Junior competitions nearly fifty years ago,
and who confirmed the need to “start young”.
Our Competition starts in Belfast in May;
on to the South of England and Scotland in
June; Northern England and Wales in July
where the Winners at each of the earlier
events compete for the Woolmans Company
Junior Supreme Champion UK.
A few photographs show different aspects
in different locations from these shows finishing off with the wool handling at Ingliston
where Wool Board representatives, the Chairman of the Highland Wool Committee backed
by a poster of the Campaign for Wool Ltd,
which our Woolmans Company and its Master
are very keen to support.

At the Highland in Edinburgh our Company sponsored several shearing competitions
and the picture shows Master, Eric Wilson
handing over medals for the Intermediate
Competition to Robert Maitland, Chief Steward of Shearing and Fleece.

The Master presenting the Woolmans
Company Cup (re-discovered having been lost
for five years) to Kieran McCollough winner
of the Junior competition at The Royal Ulster
Show, in May who was then eligible for the
overall UK competition in Wales.

The Master presenting a cup and medal to
Neal Ingles winner of the Junior Competition,
flanked by Arthur Rundle (right) who organises shearing, at the Royal Bath and West and
also the World Shearing Competitions – held
last year in Wales where the Woolmans
Company gave Gold and Silver medals to the
World Champion Wool
handlers.
The North of England Competition was
held at the Great Yorkshire Show in Harrogate in July where the
Society expressed their
thanks to us for presenting medals to the
Junior
competition
winners, two of which

Below, the Great
Yorkshire Show

Continued overleaf
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The Data Protection Act 1998
Y

our personal information is stored on the
Company database and used to produce
address lists to send you Livery publications
and information, to compile the Members List
and for other notifications and announcements. We take great care to guard your
information and we will not divulge it to
anyone not authorized to receive it. Should
you not wish to have your details published
you must inform the Clerk and we will comply
with your instructions. If you do not contact
us we will continue to use the information we
hold on you in a responsible and secure
manner.
In return for our commitment to you we
ask for your agreement to keep us up to date
with your information and be careful how
you dispose of the information you hold on
others.
All Liverymen will be aware that organisations need to protect the data they collect
and store about their members, and only use
it for the specific purposes for which it is
intended. The Worshipful Company of Woolmen needs basic information about its
members so that it can administer the
Company efficiently. This basic information –
name and contact details – is published in the
Members Book (sent to every Liveryman
annually) and the City of London Directory
and Livery Companies Guide, re-printed every
year and available from City Press. A few
Liverymen have exercised their right not to
appear in one or both of these publications.
The Worshipful Company of Woolmen only
uses the data it collects internally, and does

not provide it to any other companies or institutions, except as stated above. The Company would like to hold details about professional backgrounds and interests so the
Company can better understand its Liverymen, and the Livery Committee can arrange
events that appeal to all members – but this
information must be accurate. To this end,
please keep the Clerk updated with your
details and interests.
If any Liveryman is concerned about the
Company’s data management practices, please
could they contact the Clerk.

We take great
care to guard
your information
and we will not
divulge it to
anyone not
authorized to
receive it.

Continued from page 19

compete later at the UK final.
Several Liverymen and their partners and
guests attended the Royal Welsh Show at the
end of July where the four Nations Junior
champions come together to compete for the
Woolmans Company Gold and Silver medals.
We also support the Young Farmers Competitions at each of the shows and the above
photograph shows the two winners of the
pairs final of the Welsh InterCounty competition (for one under 21 and the other under
26) from the county of Clwyd. ■
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