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ill
Skidmore,
although a relatively new Liveryman, has taken
over the editorship
of the Woolman
from Bill Clark and
is working closely
with me to progBill
Skidmore
ress his vision of
providing a publication of interest not only to our own livery
but also to a wider audience.
Bill would like to introduce more wool
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orientated articles realising that not all wool
liverymen are associated with the industry
Bill has been heavily involved in textiles for
over 50 years in a much wider arena, from
apparel to technical, though wool has always
played an important part.
As in all his ventures Bill will be assisted
by his wife Jean who was a teacher for 37
years before retirement. Her science background, IT skills and interest in textiles have
been invaluable over 40 years.
We would all like to thank Bill Clark for all
his advice and assistance. ■
Howard Venters, Publisher
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Butcher, Baker,
Candlestick Maker:
850 Years of Livery
Company Treasures
June 22nd – September 23rd

F

rom the rare to the curious, the ancient
to the modern, this major exhibition
showcases the collections held by
London’s livery companies, usually not on
view to the public. Visitors are invited to
marvel at the splendour of medieval
illuminated manuscripts and wonder at
the rituals of livery company life, as the
objects reveal the stories behind some of
the world’s oldest crafts and trades. Our
Company has been very fortunate to have
an exhibit accepted. There were hundreds turned down. The silver sheep
that sits in front of the Master at our dinners, which was made by Eric
Wilson and presented in 2000, will be exhibited. ■

Gerald Sharp Photography

From Left to Right
Clerk Mrs Gill Wilson,
Upper Warden Bill
Clark, Mrs Janet Clark,
Chaplain Rev Doctor
Peter Mullen, Sir Ivan
Lawrence QC, The
Master Simon
Boardman-Weston,
Mrs Amanda
Boardman-Weston,
Under Warden
Richard Excell,
Mrs Caroline Excell

Installation of the New Master

Simon Boardman-Weston
A

s is customary after the installation Court,
the Court led the procession of the Livery
across to St Michael’s, Cornhill for the Annual
Service. It was raining cats and dogs a few
moments before we departed, so we were
thankful for the police escort, allowing us to
cross the roads swiftly just in case we needed
to avoid some of the rain! Luckily we didn’t!
The Church rapidly filled up for a record
attendance to our Annual service. The Choir
and Officers processed up the aisle to the
singing a very stirring “He who would valiant
be” and of course as vigilant Woolmen, none
of us missed the secret message in the
second line “Let him in constancy follow the
Master”! So after the welcome and bidding
prayers Simon Boardman-Weston was installed as the new Master by the outgoing
Master, Eric Wilson CBE. Lt Col (Retd) Bill
Clark was then installed as Upper Warden,
and finally Richard Excell was installed as
Under Warden. All three made their declarations, and the choir sang “Behold the Lamb
of God”, quite exquisitely. The Master read the
first lesson, and the congregation sang `God
is love, let heaven adore him”. The Upper
Warden read the second lesson, followed by
a superb rendition of the Coronation Anthem
to mark her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, what
a treat. Our very own Chaplain, the Rev. Dr.
Peter Mullen, led the prayers, and delivered to
his attentive flock, wise words with much
thoughtful insight. This was followed by a
cleansing rendition of “The king of love my
Shepherd is” just before we were all dismissed by prayers, and received the Blessing,
then we all sung our hearts out to a huge
version of “Onward Christian Soldiers”. The
choir and new officers of the Company

processed out of the Church to the Organ
Voluntary. The service was superb and simply
would not have been the same without the
superb choir, the liveryman and their spouses
enthusiasm and a magnificent organ.
We were then led back to the Carpenters
Hall for the reception and a splendid dinner.

I

n our dinner awards, it was wonderful to
see, and an honour for the Master to
present, the Woolmen’s prize for the Queen’s
Own Yeomanry to B Squadron, the North Irish
Horse, who have recently returned from duty
in Afghanistan. The immediate Past Master’s
award was presented to Gavin Hamilton
Deeley for services to the Livery. The Guests
were proposed eloquently by Liveryman
Judith Donovan CBE, and the response was
delivered humorously by Sir Ivan Lawrence
QC who was the principal guest, he gave a
very interesting speech, mixed with many
stories from his interesting past, and the
Master responded enthusiastically. The
banquet was fabulous, and the beautiful and
warm ambience of Carpenters Hall was
further enhanced by some amusing ditties
(taken from Flanders and Swann) from the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama,
perhaps more Drama this dinner than others
before. At the end we all sang together “Mud,
mud glorious mud!” I believe this might be a
first in the Woolmens long and distinguished
history! We were all fed and watered well, the
guests all enjoyed themselves, and we all
thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company, in
the best traditions of The Worshipful
Company of Woolmen. ■
Mark Johnson

Company
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Upper Warden
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Mr Richard Proctor
Mr John Bishop
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Ernest Brocklehurst
Honorary Chaplain –
The Reverend Doctor
Peter Mullen
Clerk
Gillian E. Wilson
The Old Post Office
56 Lower Way
Great Brickhill
Bucks MK17 9AG
Tel: 01525 261541
clerk@woolmen.com
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New Master’s
Report

“
For a master
with only a
year in office,
it may be
tempting to
tackle projects
whose
success can
be judged in
the short term
but I am keen
not to do that.

he first thing I would like to do is pay
tribute to our Immediate Past Master, Eric
Wilson. Having served alongside Eric as his
Upper Warden, I know how much energy and
enthusiasm he brought to his year in office.
It has been a real pleasure for me to have
worked with Eric and I cannot imagine any
Master working harder to represent and
promote our company than he has. I have no
doubt that in the City of London and in the
wider world, the Woolmen’s Company and
wool in general have higher profiles as a
result of Eric’s year as Master.
I remember very well my first Woolmen’s
livery dinner some twenty years ago. I attended as a guest and this was my first
experience of any livery company. I was
struck by what a wonderful occasion it was
and how privileged I was to be invited to
attend an event whose roots had been
planted some eight centuries before. Since
then this sense has strengthened as I have
learned more about the ways of livery
companies and in particular our own. One of
the most striking things about our company
is the tremendous fellowship and goodwill
we share and as Master I am excited to have
a chance to play a small part in promoting
and encouraging this spirit over the next
twelve months.
I count myself very fortunate that my

T

4 | The Woolman | Spring 2012

installation fell in 2012 because my year
coincides with some significant and historic
events. The first of course is Her Majesty the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and we will be
playing our part in marking this wonderful
anniversary in various ways. We have already
sent a message of congratulation on behalf of
the Woolmen and I look forward to other
opportunities to represent the Woolmen’s
company that will arise in due course.
Next, I am delighted that my year coincides, at least in part, with Alderman David
Wootton’s term as Lord Mayor. We are fortunate that David is not only a keen supporter
of our company but also a vocal advocate for
the UK textiles industry. I have committed to
support the Lord Mayor’s charity appeal by
recklessly agreeing to take part in a sponsored abseil down the Lloyds of London building
on 19th June. So, as you may never again have
the chance to see a Master of the Company
suspended 300ft above the streets of London,
please support me and, more importantly, the
Lord Mayor’s appeal. Details can be found on
my charity web page www.justgiving.com/
SimonBoardman-Weston.
Finally of course I must mention the 2012
London Olympics. I am not aware that any
Woolman is involved other than as a
spectator, but if I am wrong, please let me
know!
The Future
Whilst the Woolmen’s company is one of the
oldest of all the City livery companies –
tracing our roots back to the 12th century –
we are modest in size and resources. I have
often wondered why some livery companies
have attained significant size and wealth
whilst others have not, despite in our case
having a trade which was extremely rich and
powerful in our early years. Having come
through some lean times, I think it is our duty
to take a long term view about growing and
strengthening our company. It is not possible
and perhaps not desirable to attempt a
substantial increase in size in the short term.
Growth is a long term project and any one
master can only play a small part in that. For
a master with only a year in office, it may be
tempting to tackle projects whose success
can be judged in the short term but I am keen
not to do that. My predecessors have already

Publications
available
from
The Clerk
put in place some first class ideas for
encouraging new members and these will
continue with my full support and endorsement. However, I want also to mention two
long term projects that I think are
important.
Firstly, we need to look at ways of
making our charity larger and more
influential with the capacity to do more to
achieve its charitable objects. With this in
mind the Court has already approved a
strategic review of the charity led by Past
Master Simon Bailey and I am confident
that this will produce a sound long term
plan for growth.

Secondly, I would like to see how we can
engage more with the students whose impressive work we encourage and reward on
an annual basis. They have chosen to study
subjects directly related to our trade and so
there is every chance that they will go on to
successful careers in our industry. Keeping
in regular contact with them will surely
give us a greater chance to recruit new
members in the future and demonstrate
the continuing relevance of the Woolmen’s
Company in years to come. If you have any
ideas about either of these two important
areas, please let me know. ■
Simon Boardman-Weston

Rebecca Law
A Winner of the Woolmen’s Prize
I

n 2011 I won the award for The Best BSc
Hons Student in Technical Innovation and
Design for my graduate design show ‘ReInvention’ at Huddersfield University. My
designs used the double cloth techniques as
well as using reflective yarn. The reflective
yarn gave the fabric a safety element, so
when a light shone on the jacket the
reflective yarn was illuminated, providing
safety in the dark.
As well as winning the prize, I had the
honour of attending The Worshipful Company of Woolmen’s Civic Dinner in November
2011 with several other prize winners. On
arrival we were greeted and then taken to
have our photograph taken with the Master.
As more and more guests arrived chamJacket Night

pagne was passed
around
the
room.
Everyone was very welcoming and we were
introduced to several
members of the Woolmen’s Company, and
everyone showed great
interest in why we
where there and what
we had achieved. After
a beautiful meal we were awarded our
medals
After graduating in summer 2011, I received a 1 year contract with Minova Ltd, a
woven manufacturer in Dewsbury. This
placement was found for me through the
Worshipful Company of Weavers entry to
work scheme after I exhibited my work at
New Designers, London 2011. Once my
placement is over I hope to be kept on at the
company in a permanent position, but, I
would also love the opportunity to work
abroad in the Textile Industry in other
countries. Whatever happens though I hope
to be in this industry for a very long time to
come! ■

A Short History
of the Worshipful
Company of Woolmen
by Gordon Huelin PhD
FSA
The Woolmen’s Tale by
David Buirski
“There Is No
Substitute For…”
by Past Master Richard
Proctor
A Layman’s
Commentary on The
Register of Freedom
Admissions of the
Worshipful Company
of Woolmen
by Lt Col (retd)
WJH Clark

Woolmen’s
Umbrellas,
Scarves
and Ties
The Clerk has a stock
of Woolman’s
umbrellas, scarves
and ties for sale.
Woolmen’s Scarves £30; Woolmen’s
Umbrellas - £25;
Woolmen’s Ties - £30
Please make cheques
payable to the
Worshipful Company
of Woolmen, and arrange
collection with the Clerk
from Painters’ Hall; this
is best achieved at the
Civic Dinner.

Rebecca Law BSc (Hons)
Textile Design for Fashion and Interiors
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End of Term Reflections
Gerald Sharp Photography

W

“

It has been a
wonderful
experience to
be Master and I
thank everyone
concerned.

hat a privilege it
has been to be
Master of this ancient
livery Company for the
last twelve months; to
meet so many interesting and influential people;
to attend so many
events linked to the City
and its charities and,
hopefully, to increase
our awareness in the
square mile and beyond.
Our last issue of the Woolman so expertly
edited by Warden Bill Clark, and generously
published by Liveryman Howard Venters,
covered the Lord Mayors Show. From my
Masters Diary, detailed elsewhere in this
issue and which covers all the events I have
attended I pick out a few for special mention.
Kindly hosted by the Dyers Company, and
attended by the textile related companies, a
proposal for them to do something together,
prompted by the very successful City Food
Lecture in which my other Company, The
Farmers, combine with six other food related
companies it was decided to see if there were
areas that all or some of those present would
work together mainly in education at all
levels.
We now have woollen items on display
within the Mansion House showing our Woolmans Crest. This will feature throughout the
current mayorality and in two weekends open
to the public during May and September.
As Liverymen we are entitled to attend the
United Guilds Service each March in St Pauls
Cathedral. As Master I have attended seven
other Services, all very moving in their own
field, ranging from the Sons of the Clergy to
celebrating the 350th anniversary of the
opening of the Cathedral and the planting of
crosses to commemorate those lost in defending our country.
Many Companies display their craft, notably the basket makers; the Upholders use of
flock and feather in upholstery and the
Loriners in their 750th celebration showing
off all the add on’s they make for saddlery
and harness – to name but a few.
Our House of Lords Lunch happened to
coincide with the Budget in the other place
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but I was so pleased that Baroness Byford
could host us and speak to us so delightfully
and to know that she will become Master of
the Farmers Company in 2013.
Attending the Fellmongers of Richmond
(Yorkshire) demonstrated how much a relatively small community,well away from the
metropolis, can maintain a very dynamic role
in furthering the trades in a small town. This
company only has trades as members and
invites the professions as occasional attendees whereas the Merchants of Edinburgh
in their magnificent Hall in Hanover Street
play a formidable role in financing several
notable schools in their City. Two days as
guests of the Livery in Auld Reekie (the Doric
name for Scotland’s Capital) gave us an
intimate insight to the workings of the
Scottish parliament and other parts off their
heritage.
Each Master commits him or herself to
develop the strategy for the Company so ably
put together by Immediate Past Master Simon
Bailey and I believe this year we have continued his good work particularly in enhancing
our charitable funding, widening our contacts
with other Liveries, both in the City and
beyond, and supporting David Wooton, our
Liveryman and Lord Mayor in linking his
background in Bradford and wool with displays in Mansion House alongside the Campaign for Wool. I understand the silver sheep
which sits in front of the Master at all of our
Dinners will be on display in the Butcher,
Baker and Candlestick Makers exhibition of
Livery treasures in Guildhall between June
and September to which all are welcome.
Often much of the best is left till last and
my final week was blessed with some unique
events.
One that is unlikely to recur in the foreseeable future because it has never happened
in living memory is the election of a Woolman as an Alderman of Aldgate Ward at a
ceremony presided over by another
Woolman – the Lord Mayor. Becoming an
alderman is the first step on a ladder that,
who knows, may lead Peter Hewitt to the
office David Wooton now holds. To witness
this “first ever” I was joined by the Wardens
and Clerk early in the same day as our second
unique occasion of my presenting the kneel-

– Immediate Past Master
of Clerks, to which I say a special thank you
er, so meticulously crafted by our Woolmans
and so ably supported by our Beadle Ernie
Livery Companion Frieda Jefferson, who was
and their respective partners Steve and Val.
also present, to David Wooton and the Lady
Finally, I wish our new Master, the Wardens
Mayoress, Sue, to go along with the first
and the committees every success in City
which the Company gave several years ago
jargon for “the year ensuing”. I know The
for the Mayors installation blessing on the
Woolmans Company will continue to make
steps of St Paul’s.
good progress. ■
Later that day I was proposed into the Guild of Freemen by our Past Master Rex
Johnson.
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City Lecture, Mansion Hou
WLRQWRWKH/RUG0D\RU
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Guild of Freemen
21
0HUFKDQWV¶&RPSDQ\RI(
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Clerk Gill, currently
GLQEXUJK
0HUFKDQW7D\ORUV¶<RUN'L
24
/RUG0D\RU¶V3UHVHQWDWLRQ
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20
)OHWFKHUV¶+DOO
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25
End of Term
28

The Masters Diary 2011
± 2012
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New Liverymen

Obituary
C Douglas
Brewer OBE

W

ith sadness we
report the death
of Liveryman C
Douglas Brewer OBE
on 22nd March.
Doug, a highly
respected Lawyer in
Yorkshire, gave his
time freely to many
voluntary
organisations and
became a Liveryman
of the Woolmen’s
Company in 1979. He
attended many
events over the years
and will be sadly
missed by his family
and all those who
knew him.
The Master
attended his funeral
on 3rd April and
expressed our
condolences to his
widow Isabella,
daughter Susan, son
Court Assistant John
and their families.
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iding caravans and motor
homes for the disabled.
When younger Rugby
Union was his love, playing
for 35 years in all, now
Jamie MacLeod
Patricia Ackroyd
he skippers yachts and skis.
He is a ‘Round Tabler’, and loves the
Jamie MacLeod has an MBA from De
theatre and sketching. He is also a memMontfort University and has attended
ber of the Freeman’s Guild and Tanners
Harvard Business School’s TGMP. In 2011,
Guild in Coventry.
Jamie was awarded an Honorary DoctorMarried for some 30 years, he has two
ate in Business Administration from De
children, Colin and Kate has just become
Montfort University.
a grandfather. Now he looks forward to
Jamie has circa 25 years experience in
many years of excellent fellowship as a
the investment management industry,
‘Wolman‘.
having started his career at Laurentian
Life/Unit Trust Management in 1986. He
Patricia Ackroyd has, from early childjoined Berry Asset Management in Septhood, developed a firm understanding of
ember 2010 as CEO and has acquired a
the wool trade. She comes from a family
20% shareholding in the company. As well
that has been part of the proud heritage
as his role on the Berry Asset Managethat made Britain the wool capital of the
ment Board, he is also a member of the
world. Her strong, broad-based skill set
Bordier Group Management Board and a
was acquired through obtaining a double
member of the T Rowe Price Investment
BA degree and an MA degree at two worldServices Advisory Board.
class institutions. Patricia’s experience
He lives in Dorset and is married with
ranges from participation in American
two children. He splits the majority of his
state government offices and presenting
time between Dorset and London. He
to senate sub-committees, conducting
enjoys salmon fishing, he flies a peregrine
feasibility studies for UK corporations and
falcon and he likes to spend as much time
religious orders to owning and operating
as possible at his house on the British
small businesses. Patricia utilizes this
Columbia / Alaska border.
experience as a foundation to lecture and
promote the British wool revival at guilds,
Jeff Bull attended King Henry VIII Grammgroups and conferences to raise awarear School, Coventry during the 1960’s and
ness and enthusiasm for British wool
70’s He left to complete an indentured
throughout the country. She has written
apprenticeship in ‘Precision Engineering’
for over 20 publications and has instigat Dunlop Ltd which led him to become a
ated a number of wool events in the UK.
‘Freeman of Coventry’
Patricia uses her series of networking
Working within the technical side of
contacts in the industry to create a greater
automotive engineering initially, he later
sense of British unity in the industry and
became both a Production Director then
to work to expand the production level in
Quality Director. Finally, after many years,
Britain today. Patricia owns and operates
he left main-stream automotive manufactAckroyd and Dawson Limited, producing
uring to introduce automotive ‘best pract100% British fine woollen and worsted
ice’ to the volume caravan and motor
suiting, tweed and woollen cloth that, clip
home industry as Manufacturing Director
to cloth, never leaves the UK at any stage.
of one of the largest UK manufacturers.
Several years ago, he formed his own
Clothed in November Mark Murphy
company to fulfill a niche market prov-

he Court meeting before the Alms Court
dinner is often known as the Election Court
because it is at this meeting that the Court
elects the Master and Wardens who will take
office in April, and it is a delight to be able to
report that Simon Boardman-Weston was
elected Master, Lt Col (retd) Bill Clark was
elected Upper Warden and Richard Excel was
elected Under Warden, all due to take office
after their installation at the Annual Church
Service on Wednesday 25th April.
The regular business included a report by
the Master, Eric Wilson CBE, on the strategic
review of the Livery. Professor Bill McKelvey
OBE and Sandra Fell were proposed and
accepted for admission to the Freedom of the
Livery and there was an important proposal
from the Master and Wardens about opening
up all our Livery dinners to spouses and
partners, rather than restricting them to the
Installation Dinner and the Summer Banquet.
This provoked an interesting discussion about
whether the character of the Alms Court Dinner
and the Civic Dinner would change because of
this; and whether the changes would be for
the better. Be that as it may, after the
discussion the Court voted to allow spouses

and partners to attend all our Livery dinners,
and for the change to take immediate effect.
Alms Court Dinner
The Alms Court Dinner was held at Saddlers
Hall on Wednesday 11th January. Musical
entertainment was provided by the Guildhall
School of Music and the excellent meal preceded a welcome to the Guests by Liveryman
Peter Hewitt. Our speaker on this occasion was
Lord Curry of Kirkharle. Formerly Sir Donald
Curry, he was elevated to the Peerage in
September 2011. He was awarded a CBE for his
services to agriculture in the 1997 New Year’s
Honours list and a knighthood in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours in 2001. He chaired The
Policy Commission on the Future of Farming
and Food, reporting to Government in January
2002 and was responsible for overseeing the
Government’s strategy for sustainable farming
and food until March 2009. This now famous
‘Curry Report’ is acclaimed by thousands of
people working in agriculture both home and
abroad, There is no doubt that the Curry Report
really did set the agenda for the following 10
years and led to significant changes in agricultural policy. ■ Bill Clark and Peter Hewitt

The Following officers were elected at the
Alms Court to take office in April 2012
Master - Mr Simon Boardman-Weston
Upper Warden – Lt Col (Retd) Bill Clark
Under Warden – Mr Richard Excell

Court Assistant – Mr Robert Allan
Court Assistant – Mr Vincent Keaveny
Past Master Emeritus – Mr Richard Proctor
Past Master Emeritus – Mr John Bishop

Court News

Gerald Sharp Photography

T
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United Guilds Service
Friday 23rd March 2012

O

Dr Richard Chartres

“
He pointed out
that 70th
anniversaries
are platinum
occasions;
platinum is
dense but
malleable;
platinum is
precious and
highly resistant
to corrosion at
high
temperatures.

n a beautiful warm spring day, Friday 23rd
March 2012 the United Guilds of the City
of London gathered at St Paul’s Cathedral for
the Annual Service. This year was a special
occasion, in the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year
and marking the70th anniversary of the service.
Our late booking meant that we were
seated right at the back of the Cathedral and
unfortunately not with the rest of the company. However, this proved to be a blessing as
we were in a perfect position to witness the
gathering of the participants of the procession … the choir, the College of Minor
Canons, a couple of Beadles, 24 Masters and
Prime wardens of ancient and modern Livery
Companies, more Church and City dignitaries
including the City Marshal, the Chief Commoner, The Sheriffs, the Court of Aldermen, The
Reverend and Rt Hon.Richard Chartres, the
Lord Bishop of London, (the Select Preacher),
the Serjeant-at-Arms, the Sword Bearer, and
finally the Lord Mayor.
After rousing hymns and thought-provoking prayers, the sermon was given by the
Bishop of London, who was quick to point out
that the preacher on the first occasion in 1942
had also been the Bishop of London. He spoke
of the origins of the Service when in 1942,
with the city a bomb site and the service was
started to raise morale. The Bishop felt that
the service was still held to raise our spirits.

He said the enemy in 1943 was despair which
was overcome by the spirit of the people.
Later the enemy became complacency and
now economic crisis and climate change
threaten us with a time of painful adjustment. There would be no return to the
normality of earlier years, as a new norm had
been defined – as had happened in 1942. He
pointed out that 70th anniversaries are
platinum occasions; platinum is dense but
malleable; platinum is precious and highly
resistant to corrosion at high temperatures.
The Livery movement has many of these
same high qualities. The Livery companies’
personal standards and the standards of their
craft and members of the Livery movement
were resistant to attacks; their vast charitable
enterprises, common standards of decency
and behaviour, their cultivation of character,
prudence, temperance and justice had not
been tarnished and would stand them in
good stead for the future.
The Bishop then gave the Blessing, and
then we all sang the National Anthem before
the procession formed up again and retired
to the sound of the Orb and Sceptre Organ
Voluntary by William Walton. After the
service we joined fellow Woolmen and other
liverymen at Stationers’ Hall for an excellent
lunch. ■
Bill Clark and Jean Skidmore

Worstead to make ‘worsted’ again
First time since the Industrial Revolution.
Worsted cloth – first woven in Worstead,
Norfolk, some 600 years ago is to be made in
the village again.
There has been no weaving of any kind in
this remote little village – which was once the
cradle of Britain’s vast worsted industry
- since before the Industrial Revolution. At the
village school the headmaster, Mr. A.H.Wright
has been telling the children of the ancient
fame of their birthplace. A modern handloom
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is being sent to the village as a gift by the
International Wool Secretariat. The children
of Worstead – one or two of whom can claim
descent from the Flemish Weavers brought to
the village by Edward III - will learn on the
loom the skill and craftsmanship which once
made their village one of the main woolen
towns of Britain.
(From: ‘The Tailor & Cutter & Womens Wear’
July 29th 1949)

Glastonbury Wool Festival
Saturday, Sunday 18th/19th August 2012

W

e are endeavouring, as last year, to make
this an event where British Wool and
alpaca fleece can be showcased, the skill and
talent in our Guilds and artisans is promoted
and the public is educated in an exciting and
enjoyable environment where community
and artisans can come together.
On the Saturday 18th of August, we are
staging a fashion show and are asking
members of Guilds in Somerset and surrounding counties to design and or make a
special piece made from 100% British wool
and/or alpaca that they would like to offer for
the day and bring it along. We will have a
marquee with seating and a Shetland Wool
Runway. The models will be guild volunteers.
There will be spinning, and skill demonstrations in the Town Hall following the
annual sheep/alpaca run and many stall
holders. The sheep dog demonstrations will
be on again this year as well. New this year
is a Mutton Roast in the evening of
the 18th complete with
Morris Dancers and
re-enactors.

The cost will be very reasonable so that
families and the community can gather.
The Sunday will be sheep day. If anyone
has a rare breed of sheep we would like to
have them in pens on the High Street on
Sunday along with an example of an article
made from their wool and information about
rare British Breeds. Woollie hats are to be
worn on this day- anything from the sublime
to the ridiculous.
The event will be officially opened by
Liveryman and immediate Past President of
Huddersfield Textile Society, Bill Skidmore
Organisation Committee Directors Patricia A.
Ackroyd, Alan Gloak. ■

Programme of Events 2012 / 2013
Royal Bath & West Show
Wednesday 30th May –
Saturday 2nd June

Summer Banquet
Wednesday 4th July
Vintners’ Hall

Master’s Weekend
Friday 21st –
Sunday 23rd September

Royal Highland Show
Thursday 21st –
Sunday 24th June

Great Yorkshire Show
Tuesday 10th – Thursday
12th July

Election of the Lord Mayor
Monday 1st October –
followed by Lunch at
Painters’ Hall

Election of the Sheriffs
Monday 25th June
followed by Lunch at
Painters’ Hall

Royal Welsh Show
Monday 23rd –
Thursday 26th July
Woolmen’s Day –
Tuesday 24 July

Civic Dinner
Tuesday 6th November –
Painters’ Hall

Lord Mayor’s Show
Saturday 10th November
Alms Court Dinner
Wednesday 16th January
2013 – Cutlers’ Hall
United Guilds Service
Friday 15th March 2013
Installation
Wednesday 24th April
2013
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Lunch In The Lords
A

pproximately 68 Liverymen and their
guests were fortunate enough to attend a
lunch in the Cholmondeley Room of the
House of Lords, kindly hosted by the Baroness
Byford, DBE on Wednesday 21st March 2012.
Just two days prior to the United Guilds
annual service in St Paul’s, the Woolmen had
a busy week in London and the occasion in
the Lords will effectively denote the penultimate lunch during the tenure of Eric Wilson,
as Master.
A beautiful spring morning lent itself to
champagne on the Terrace, overlooking the
river, followed by a tasty lunch comprising
London-cured smoked Scottish salmon and
Carbonnade of Beef Flamande Gratinee with
Gingerbread.
The Master offered his grateful thanks to
Baroness Byford who told those gathered that
she had been a working peer since 1996 and
was Opposition spokesman for agricultural
affairs (environment, food and rural affairs)
prior to Lord Taylor of Holbeach.
The Lords, she described as the ‘best Club
in London’ and said how privileged she felt it
was to be able to sit in the Upper House and
to be a ‘check and balance’ on Government
legislation. She acknowledged that ultimately
the Government of the day would get its business through. However, the Lords were there
to consider and improve Bills being passed at
every stage of the process. Questions are held
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at 3pm on a Wednesday. Thereafter, the Bills are debated at
3.30pm and can continue long
into the evening, aiming for a
10pm finish, although on one
occasion she recalls the House
rose at 8am!
The House, she explained,
was effectively made up of “working” and
“other” peers who offered their expertise but
attended less frequently.
The count in February 2012 was 827 Peers:
218 Conservative, 239 Labour, 91 Liberal Democrat, 186 Cross-Bench, plus others which she
felt was far too many. The others include 25
Bishops in addition to the main political
parties. Cross-benchers effectively hold no
party allegiance, and take a non-political
party stance when they vote as they have no
political whip.
Baroness Byford, who will in due course
become eligible for Master of the Worshipful
Company of Farmers, commented on the very
visual display that the Woolmen put on during the Lord Mayor’s Show with their sheep
and sheepdogs which were clearly a big hit
with the public.
A number of Woolmen and their guests
were invited after lunch to sit in the ‘Strangers Gallery’ during Lords Question time and
listen to the debates thereafter. ■
Howard Venters

Baroness Byford
with Eric Wilson

“

A beautiful
spring morning
lent itself to
champagne on
the Terrace,
overlooking the
river, followed
by a tasty
lunch.

Visit to the Old Bailey
26th January 2012
A

passageway open to the elements runs
along the basement level in the heart of
the Old Bailey, unseen by the many hundreds
of people who pass through the building every
day. These days it leads from a rather shabby
room that once was a cell to a small yard
occupied by some of the heating equipment
for the building. The curious feature of the
passage is that every ten yards or so one
passes through an open doorway. The doorways become narrower and narrower so that
by the end of the passage there is barely room
to pass through without turning sideways on.
For many years the yard beyond the last,
narrowest doorway contained the gallows
that awaited the condemned man who would
have shuffled along the passageway from the
undistinguished holding cell in which he had
spent his last night. It was truly a journey of
no return for those that
made it.
Even today in the
middle of the City
of London, with the
noise of the evening
traffic to be heard nearby, the
sense of history and an almost
overpowering ambience is a remarkable
feature of the Central Criminal Court;
better know as the Old Bailey. For a
small group of Liverymen and their
guests, our visit to the Old Bailey on
26th January 2012 provided a very
special opportunity to see the
public parts of the building empty
of the many people who work in
or visit the courts every day, but
even more so, to see those hidden
areas behind the scenes where
history has left a tangible sense of
the many terrible events that are
connected in some way to the
building.
Our tour started in Court
No. 1, scene of many of
the great criminal trials
of the last 100 years. We
were greeted by Alderman
& Sheriff Alan Yarrow, one

of the principal guests at our recent Civic
Dinner. The two Sheriffs live in the Old Bailey
during their year of office. We were privileged
to have as our guide the Secondary of London
and Under Sheriff, Charles Henty. The Secondary is in effect chief executive of the
Central Criminal Court. He gave us an entertaining and fascinating account of the history
of the Old Bailey and its predecessor on the
site, Newgate Prison. The continuing importance of the Central Criminal Court was underlined by the list of trials being held there on
the day of our visit – a litany of murder, rape
and serious sexual assault, with the occasional fraud trial in the mix. All of our party
took the opportunity to stand for a moment
in the dock on Court No. 1 – we hope it will be
the only occasion for any Woolman to do so.
Leaving Court No.1 we saw the magnificent
Great Hall before descending to the custody
area. We gladly left the oppressive atmosphere of that part of the complex behind
when we returned to the 1970’s wing of the
Central Criminal Court to see a modern court
room. Ending the tour we crossed Ludgate
Hill to Jamie’s wine bar, where we enjoyed some wine and a light
supper. Charles Henty
takes Sheriffs’ and
Recorder’s Fund, a
small charity that is
supported by the Company, which does
remarkable work with ex-offenders
and their families. Our collection
raised £240 for the Fund.
The evening was intended to provide an opportunity to Liverymen
based in London and the South
East to introduce professional and
business contacts to the Woolmen
initially in a less formal
setting than our livery
dinners. Of our party of
27, we had 13 guests,
several of whom have
expressed an interest in
taking the Livery in due
course. ■
Vincent Keaveny

“

For many years
the yard
beyond the last,
narrowest
doorway
contained the
gallows that
awaited the
condemned
man who would
have shuffled
along the
passageway
from the
undistinguished
holding cell in
which he had
spent his last
night.
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Chief Commoner

Bill Clark

I

Lord Mayor
Presents
Certificate to
Freeman
Walter
Balmford

n the last edition of
The Woolman, the
Master broke the
news that Liveryman
Ken Ayers KStJ CC
had been appointed
Chief Commoner for
the City of London.
To mark this historic
occasion, the Master presented him with a
picture at the Alms Court dinner (see photograph). Not unnaturally, the picture depicts a
sheep! It is unusual, and may be unique, for the
Lord Mayor of the City of London and the Chief
Commoner to be members of the same Livery
Company at the same time.
A Commoner has joint rights with others
in the common land of a manor, and for
many centuries the Commonalty of London
has enjoyed rights in the land in and around
the City. A Charter of Henry VI (1444) confirmed to the Commoners the extent of their
assets which were entrusted by them to their
elected representatives in Common Council,
who subsequently delegated much of their
authority to the City Lands Committee. The
Chairman of this committee is the Chief
Commoner – although this title was not
easily agreed. The Court of Common Council
appears to have refused twice (1907 and 1918)
to confer or acknowledge the title, although
it has been used on many occasions in official
minutes, and the term has now passed into
general use. It is now accepted in the Court of
Common Council as the alternative title of

the Chairman of the City Lands Committee.
In the 1444 Charter, Henry VI confirmed
the citizens’ rights to “all soils, purprestures,
and improvements in all wastes, common,
streets, ways and other places of the City,
together with the profits of the same, and
they may improve and enjoy the rents of the
same for them and their successors for ever.”
This was reinforced in 1478 by Edward IV
enabling the City to acquire land through
devise and purchase in return for cancellation of some of his debts, and in 1638 Charles
I confirmed their rights. A high proportion of
the income of the City is today derived from
this property portfolio.
The participation of the Common Council
became more formalised after 1346, but only
met 5 or 6 times a year, while the Aldermen
met several times a week. By the middle of
the sixteenth century the Court of Aldermen
had delegated their control of property to the
Chamberlain and the Bridgemaster, but in
1559 they decided to exercise direct control of
their responsibilities through the Surveyors.
This was not successful and in 1592 it was
decreed that all leases would be granted in
the name of the Lord Mayor, Commonalty
and Citizens of London, under the common
seal of the City, by a committee comprising
four aldermen and six commoners, and the
inaugural meeting of the City Lands Committee took place on 9th May 1592.
Our congratulations to Ken Ayers on his
appointment to this position 420 years after it
all began. ■
Bill Clark

O

Vice Chairman), the Construction Liveries
Group, City & Guilds and the Electrical Contractors Association.
Walter is a Past Master of the Lightmongers Company, a Liveryman of the Butchers
Company and a Freeman of the Woolmen,
Educators, and Engineers Companies. He was
formerly a Liveryman of the Woolman’s Company but stood down because of his considerable involvement in other commitments.
He has also served on the Council of the City
Livery Club and chaired its Antiques Circle.
The Woolmen are delighted that Walter’s long
and sustained involvement with the Livery
movement has been so aptly recognised by
the City of London. ■

n 10th February 2012 the Lord Mayor of
the City of London, Alderman David
Wooton, presented Certificates to Apprentices, Journeyman and Masters nominated by
their various Livery Companies. Among the
Master Certificates was one awarded to Walter
Balmford for 60 years service to the electrical
and lighting industries and administration of
education and training at all levels from
nursery schools to universities, locally,
nationally and internationally.
The citation on behalf of the Worshipful
Company of Lightmongers was read by the
Senior Warden of that Company, Patrick
Baldry, and had support from the Livery
Companies Skills Council (of which Walter is
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The Company Presents
a Hassock to the Lady Mayoress
I

n April 1986 The Worshipful Company of
Woolmen presented a hassock to the Lord
Mayor of London for use when he is blessed
on the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral during the
Lord Mayor’s Show. In 2007 The Lord Mayor
suggested a copy be made for the Lady Mayoress to use and the Master, Charles Brook,
undertook to provide this. Freda Jefferson,
wife of Past Master Barry Jefferson (1992/93)
was asked to make a copy.
Freda started the embroidery on 9th December 2007 after spending 20 hours preparing the canvass, obtaining the wool and
commissioning the pattern from The Royal
School of Needlework. It was finished on 5th
February 2012 after 1516 hours of work. The
whole hassock is worked in tent stitch; The
City of London Coat of Arms has 44,000
stitches and the Woolmen’s Coat of Arms has
9,600 stitches, both worked at 20 stitches to
the inch. The hassock is stuffed with wool
from the Commonwealth, sourced by the
Master, Eric Wilson.
On Wednesday 18th April Freda was accompanied by the Master, Wardens and Clerk
when she presented the finished hassock to
the Lady Mayoress, Liz Wootton, in the presence of the Lord Mayor, Alderman and Woolman David Wootton, in the Mansion House.
Over a very welcome cup of tea (it was a very
wet, grey London day) she explained her
embroidery techniques to Liz Wootton and
discussed the intricacies of achieving the
correct light and shade in the patterns of the

Coats of Arms, often by using only a few
stitches in one shade before using another
darker shade to achieve an even but changing
colour effect.
The Company is very grateful to Freda for
taking on this complicated and lengthy task,
which has yet again helped to raise the
profile of the Company in the City of London.
A useful spin-off from her endeavours is that
with Freda’s assistance, Peggy Hodges, wife of
Past Master Ben Hodges (1978/79), is assembling embroidery kits so that anyone can make
their own cushion bearing the Woolmen’s Coat
of Arms. Peggy will be happy to take orders for
these embroidery kits at the Summer Banquet on Wednesday 4th July.
■
Bill Clark
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T

he 2011 annual Christmas event to get
us into the Christmas spirit was once
again a traditional Christmas Pantomime,
this year we chose Peter Pan at the New
Victoria Theatre Woking in Surrey. Twenty
one Liverymen with families and friends
attended the 2nd night performance on
Saturday December 11th.
We all gathered at 12.00pm for lunch at
the Azzurro Italian restaurant, this is very
close to theatre in the Peacocks shopping
centre in the heart of the town. The food
had been pre ordered and quickly arrived
enabling everyone to have the opportunity
to chat during the meal, enjoy good Italian
cuisine and those old enough a good glass
of wine before heading to the panto.
This was a new production, designed by
Terry Parsons; the production boasted glittering sets and some high quality projection. The flying sequences were particularly
impressive over the roof tops of London.
The baddie Captain Hook was played by
Steve McFadden, you will know him best as
Phil Mitchell in “East Enders” and he
certainly did not mind sending himself up

“

The whole
show was a riot
of colour and
noise from the
moment the
curtain went up.

as Hook and exploiting his gravelly voice.
References throughout the show were
made about “East Enders” along with a fun
pre-taped phone call from Barbara Windsor
as Peggy.
Steve was joined in the celebrity stakes
by “The Only Way Is Essex’s” Harry Derbridge as Roger the Cabin Boy, Harry is
known for his catch phrase “Shuut Up”
from this reality TV series which he certainly exploited. Smee, Hooks right hand
man was played by Andy Collins, Andy
leads the ‘12 Days of Christmas’ routine
and a songsheet to the tune of ‘What shall
we do with the drunken sailor?’ Andy is a
natural children’s comic and had the
audience laughing loudly. Amy Bird played
the hero Peter Pan who leads the lost boys.
The whole show was a riot of colour and
noise from the moment the curtain went
up, it was pretty nonstop throughout, there
was no absence of audience participation,
especially from the Woolmen, the show ran
at a relentless pace. ■
Court Assistant, Chris Thierry

PETER PANtomime

The Woolmen’s Golf Society – Secretary Wanted

W

he Worshipful Company of Woolmen is looking for a secretary to organise the activities
of the Woolmen’s Golf Society. The former secretary, Bob Noble, is willing to support the
new secretary to get things off the ground. The aim of the Woolmen’s Golf Society is to
provide an opportunity for all golfing Woolmen and their guests to play fine courses in
convivial company. They are of varying handicaps and abilities, and view off course
fellowship as an enjoyable part of the golfing experience. Most Livery Companies have a
golf society, so there are ample opportunities for matches and tournaments, depending on
the appetite of the members, hence the role can take up as much or as little of your time as
the appetite of the members requires. Please would any golfing Woolman who is interested
in golf, the role, or preferably both please make contact with the Clerk, Gillian Wilson. ■
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Odd Facts

Worstead

WHY TWEED ?
A definitive answer to the question as to
the origin of the term `tweed` as applied to
Border cloth is given in the following letter
which
we
reprint
from
`The
Scotsman` newspaper dated August 9th
1949 and signed “Janet Paterson” :
“My father’s uncle, Baille John Paterson
was the clerk who wrote the word `TWEEL`
in a letter. He managed Messrs.Watson`s
Mill and when sending samples for the
first time to a London cloth merchant he
called the fabrics `tweels` - as we locally
called them. The merchant mis-read the
word for tweeds, and from then on the
name stuck. The London merchant
afterwards confessed that he had thought
that the River Tweed was near the town of
Hawick, and concluded that was the
reason for the name.”
(From: `The Tailor & Cutter & Womens
Wear` August 19th 1949)

Worstead to make ‘worsted’ again
Forever Tweed
First time since the Industrial Revolution.
Worsted cloth – first woven in Worstead,
Norfolk, some 600 years ago is to be made in
the village again.
There has been no weaving of any kind in
this remote little village – which was once the
cradle
of
Britain’s
vast
worsted
industry – since before the Industrial
Revolution. At the village school the
headmaster, Mr. A.H. Wright has been telling
the children of the ancient fame of their
birthplace. A modern handloom is being sent
to the village as a gift by the International
Wool Secretariat. The children of Worstead –
one or two of whom can claim descent from
the Flemish Weavers brought to the village by
Edward III - will learn on the loom the skill
and craftsmanship which once made their
village one of the main woolen towns of
Britain.
(From: ‘The Tailor & Cutter & Womens Wear’
July 29th 1949)

Country House tweed suits were
often passed down from father
to son.
The following occurs in a
letter written in 1938 by the late
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, thirtysecond President of the United
States, and from a very wealthy
family:
“In 1878 my father had a
tweed suit made by for him by a
tailor in Edinburgh – that was
four years before I was born. He
wore the suit constantly until
1926, when he passed it on to
my boy James. He still has it and he now
wears it in the winter time when he is in the
country. That same Scottish Tweed suit is now
well over 60 years old.”
(From ‘The Tailor & Cutter & Womens Wear’
July 29th 1949)

Bill Skidmore would like to thank his friend David Trigg for the above snippets
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