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Masters End of
TERM REPORT

As November ended I was invited, with other
Masters, to meet the new Lord Mayor Peter Estlin
at the Mansion House. Later we joined Liverymen
of the Staple of England for their Feast which was
held at Waterman Hall and were entertained by
Lloyd Grossman.

Forty Woolmen joined us at the V&A to be
shown the workshops and back rooms by one
of our award winners Keira Miller. It was a
really worthwhile and interesting visit and

we were privileged to be shown almost all of
the departments where delicate and difficult
preservation of many kinds are carried out.

We attended the Mansion House for a wonderful
Christmas performance by Simon Callow entitled
“A City Scrooge” which raised money for the Lord
Mayor’s Charity and together with several other
Livery Companies, we were at the Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols at St Bartholomew the Great
where I read one of the Lessons.

It was our sad duty to attend the funeral of
Liveryman Bill Clift in a packed Castleford Parish
Church. What an amazing man who did so much
for his community.

The Mistress attended the Lord Mayor’s Children’s
Party at the Mansion House early in January where
two of the grandchildren were royally entertained
and welcomed by not just the Mayor and Mayoress
but the Sheriffs, Sheriff’s Lady and Consort. The
twins were very impressed by Sherift Keaveny’s
American Sheriff’s badge.

The Open meetings each month on a Tuesday have
a small varied group of attendees and it is good to
see all those that join in for a brief get together of
Woolmen.

The popularity of our dinners was demonstrated by
a “sell-out” for our January Alms Court dinner at
the Barber Surgeons’ Hall.

Gill and I returned home via Richmond where we
were wonderfully entertained to Dinner by the
Fellmongers of Richmond. There is one remaining
Fellmonger of their Livery who was actually a
Fellmonger in his day. It is a trade that has lost
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RIGHT: The next
generation are starting
at the very top! Our
grandsons honoured by
the Lord Mayor.

1 WAS
PRVILEGED TO
SIT NEXT TO
THEIR MASTER,
NICK SALTER,
WHO IS ONE OF
THOSE SKIERS
WHO ATTENDS
THE INTER
LIVERY SKI'WEEK
AT MORZINE’

all its expertise, now that all the sheepskins go
direct to countries like Spain, Turkey and China
where the leather is utilised in the fashion industry.
The wool goes usually into carpet yarns or other
speciality fields.

The Livery Committee organised a fascinating and
well-attended tour of Westminster Abbey which
was expertly guided by Liverymen and Blue Badge
Guide Richard Ing.

January ended with The Master attending the
Founders Dinner at Tallow Chandlers’ Hall,
followed by the Actuaries’ Dinner at the Mercers’
Hall. I was privileged to sit next to their Master,
Nick Salter, who is one of those skiers who attends
the Inter Livery Ski week at Morzine. There

were 190 entrants this year and Gill and I are
considering going there next year but should
anyone from the Livery be interested Peter Hullah
will be organising a party. The Actuaries point out
that the handicap system favours the older skiers,
as there is a simple age against time graph, which
means older entrants are fairly handicapped to give
chance of beating the youngsters.

In February we visited the well-attended St Blaize
Wool Market Festival at the Bradford Industrial
Museum. The organisers are hoping that this



event, which was last celebrated in Bradford in
1820, can now become an annual or bi-annual
celebration.

Our Clerk, Mistress Woolman and I were
privileged to be invited to the National Saddler &
Bridal Competition at Saddlers’ Hall - a remarkable
event showing off the skills of Saddlery and horse
bridles. Traditionally many of the saddles were
filled with wool.

The Basketmakers celebrated their 450th
anniversary with an exhibition of basket weaving
at the Guildhall. We were invited to the official
opening by The Duchess of Gloucester who,

as their Patron, had a great appreciation of the
intricacies and tradition of Basketry. Our Mistress,
having been to a Basket making day run by the
Basketmakers’ Livery in November last year, fully
appreciated all that was being displayed, she having
made what I thought was an extremely good basket
woven Cheese Board.

We were able to join the Uruguayan Ambassador
Fernando Lopez- Fabregat and his wife for a
reception at his residence in West London. He

is an Honorary Woolman and extremely affable
and cordial supporter of our Livery. We enjoyed
meeting so many of his friends including Court
Assistant Peter Ackroyd and Past Master Emeritus
Gavin Hamilton Deeley and his wife Helga who
were also there.

The Upholders very kindly asked our Clerk and
me to their Church Service at St Michael's Cornhill
followed by their Spring Dinner at Armourers.
Master Tim Solway and the Dean of St Paul’s David
Ison gave inspiring speeches, the Dean telling us of
a number of unfortunate events that had incurred
at St Pauls, including, back in 1873, an occasion
when Protestants, for unclear reasons, lay on the
Altar and refused to move and more recently, the
widely reported “Environmentalists” who camped
outside St Paul’s for many months and caused
much trauma to the staft at St Paul’s.

Whilst writing, my year is almost coming to an end
and we are looking forward to Upper Warden Mark
Johnston taking on the Master’s Gown and Chain.

I will be going to the Spitfires’ (Masters 2018/2019)
events and Gill has joined the Merlins (2018/2019
Consort’s Association) named because “The Merlin
was the engine that powered the Spitfire”!

During her year as Mistress Gill tells me she has
attended over 100 events, having been entertained
by other Liveries to lunches, teas and visits to some
amazing places. She has also made many lasting
friendships, joined with three other Mistresses in
forming a painting and art appreciation group and
is holding an Afternoon Tea at the Farmers’ Club

when we have a speaker from Cumbria who will
talk about Herdwick Sheep and her move from
the City to Sawry. This is for consorts, wives and
partners of Liverymen and for Companions of the
Livery and any lady Liverymen who would like to
join her.

Before my year as Master ends I will be talking to
the Wensleydale Longwool Sheep Association in
Skipton about the Woolmen and the Liveries and
we are looking forward to assisting in the Freedom
Ceremony for IPM Chris Thierry’s Consort Carol
Thierry, as well as the Ceremony for Honorary
Freedom of H E Australian High Commissioner
and his Deputy. By the time you read this we will
also have a celebration with Ernie Brocklehurst our
Beadle, who has gone through the formalities and
has become a Freeman of the Livery.

Similarly, an event that will occur after the
submission of this report will be the Golden Shears
Tailoring event at Merchant Taylors’ Hall. The
Woolmen will be presenting the Rising Star Award.

The Lord Mayor will be attending the Treloar
School at Alton in Hampshire for assisting
education for disabled young people and we have
been invited to join the party attending the school.
The Lord Mayor is hoping to raise funds of £2
million pounds each year for Treloar that will
ensure the continuity of the school. We will also be
attending the Lord Mayor’s Curry lunch.

I would like to thank everyone, and particularly
Gill, for the tremendous support I have received
in what has been a memorable year. May the

Woolmen continue to flourish, root and branch.
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Profile

Master Elect Mark Johnson
FCII Cert IoD

Mark was born in London on 29 July 1958 and
educated at Brentwood School. He lives in
Wadhurst, East Sussex but escapes as often as life
allows to his home in Gozo and has also established
a residency in London, in anticipation of the busy
year ahead.

MarK’s career started in 1975 in the City at

Lloyds of London, in claims. He helped set up a
new syndicate and became the claims manager,
going on to become an Underwriter in the late
80%. Mark specialised in underwriting Financial
Institutions around the world against crime,
professional liabilities, trustee and director and
officer exposures. He was elected Chairman of the
Lloyd’s Financial Lines Committee and chaired the
Non-Marine Committee at Lloyd’s. Mark became
a Director of the Lloyd’s Market Association and
was a founding Director of Talbot Underwriting.
He formed his consultancy in 2012. He is a Fellow
of the Chartered Insurance Institute and has been
proud to have such a career in the City.

Mark now holds a Non-Exec position on a UK
subsidiary of a large US Insurer. He also carries
out some risk reviews and expert witness work on
financial lines litigation around the globe.

After a challenging apprenticeship to his father
Rex, he gained his Freedom of the City of London
in 1982. He then joined the Worshipful Company
of Woolmen on 7 May 1986. Mark is due to be
clothed to the Worshipful Company of Insurers

in March this year. Rex is a past master of the
Woolmen and his brother Michael is a long
standing Woolman too.

Mark was married for 23 years and has three
lovely children, Holly, Gregory and Isobelle, all
progressing well in life, who enjoy the occasional
appearance at our dinners. Holly is enjoying a year
out in Barcelona having graduated in English and
Philosophy, Gregory is living in San Paolo with

his Brazilian girlfriend having graduated from
Sheffield in Marketing and Isobelle is in her second
year at Kent studying English Literature.

Mark’s greatest passion is flying. He went solo in
a glider at the age of 16 and was commissioned

as an RAF VR flying instructor for over 20 years.
He now owns a share in a 1947 Stampe, a vintage
bi-plane, and spends weekends looping away in the
sunshine above the fields of Kent. He has flown
with the Red Arrows and in a Spitfire. Mark is also
a keen sailor - having taken up the sport in 2011
he has since completed several 600-mile offshore
races including the Fastnet, the Caribbean 600

and the Middle Sea race. He is also an advanced
open water diver and an associate member of
Glyndebourne.



No Wonder Wool Is

recent paper issued by the
British Contract Furniture
Association featured producers
of high quality fabrics
using wool, including our friends A W
Hainsworth, as part of the Campaign
for Wool, the international program of
events initiated by His Royal Highness
The Prince of Wales. Whilst there are now
not many manufacturers in this country
producing high quality upholstery fabrics,
because of wool’s properties members of
the BCFA and designers throughout the
country specify woollen fabrics, sourced
throughout Europe, for interior schemes.

They understand that being a protein
fibre grown through the skin of sheep
means wool is a completely natural and
wholly sustainable material. What’s more,
being a natural fibre means that not only
can it be returned to the soil at the end
of its practical use, but it will also release

nutrients into the ground as it biodegrades.

Furthermore, wool is a hygroscopic

fibre, which means it naturally draws in
moisture. As humidity levels fluctuate,
wool fibres absorb and release vapour,
which generates and captures heat in the
process, making it a natural insulator. The
same natural technology also makes wool
fibres breathable when tightly packed
together. Add to this natural elasticity,
durability and both stain and odour
resistance and it’s easy to see why wool

is such a common place material serving
multiple functions around the home.

Burel

Wool carries a similar significance over
in Portugal, where a rich supply chain,
traditional manufacturing methods, and
many years of craft with the material
as a fabric have established it as one of
the countries principal manufacturing
industries. Burel create 100% wool fabrics
made from fibres sourced from the
Bordaleira Sheep who inhabit the Serra
da Estrela mountain region of central
Portugal. Noticing their flocK’s apparent
obliviousness to the cold winds, rain and
snow that befell them, their highland
owners began to make garments from the
wool. Centuries later and the same wool is

still used as a protective layer as well as an
interior surface with stitched designs and
luxurious sculptural surface relief inspired
by iconic forms traditionally found in the
region.

Febrik

In contrast, Febrik have been only been
making knitted textiles with wool during
the last decade. Whilst they’ve been doing
so in Tilburg, an area of the Netherlands
that is historically rooted in the textile
industry, their story is a short one in

comparison to Burel and A.W. Hainsworth.

Yet, irrelevant of years in the game, they
have garnered considerable creditability
within the industry. Originally designed
as a means to find stretch fabric solutions
using knit, Febrik have established their
own hallmark. Their three-dimensional
structures, stretch and vibrant colour-ways
place them in a unique position in the
world of contract textiles.

Buxkin

Another Dutch brand that have recognised
the merits of wool is Buxkin. Using

dyed wool felt as well as recycled leather
salvaged from the shoe making industry
they create ribbed surface coverings. Each
surface finish can be applied to a felt,

Specified!

leather or paper backing and whilst this
makes all variations highly sustainable,
the wool surface offers another positive
attribute — improved acoustics. The soft
nature of wool means that it absorbs sound
waves, something the undulating three-
dimensional outer layer further enhances.
It’s a similar principal to that which UK
based surface designer Anne Kyyro Quinn
deploys in creating her richly embellished
stitched wool felt panels.

A W Hainsworth

Here in the UK, AW Hainsworth has
been producing premium quality cloth

at its Yorkshire mill since 1783. Having
been established during Englandss textile
manufacturing boom, it is one of the few
remaining mills and certainly one of the
last vertical mills, still producing fabric in
the country.

Whilst much of the wool they use comes
from Australia and New Zealand, the
selection of all material is carefully

done in house, as is the spinning of the
yarn, weaving of the cloth on the loom
and special A.W. Hainsworth finishing
processes.

Over 200 years of manufacturing
experience makes consistent quality a
hallmark of A.W. Hainsworth cloth.

In addition, many of the woollen fabrics
reach this country’s high standards for fire
retardancy.

Our thanks to the BCFA for extracts
from Jim Biddulph’s article which first
appeared in Design Insider.
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Latest News and Events

Alms Court Meeting
and Dinner

16 January 2019

Following the Court meeting
we had the best attended Alms
Court dinner of recent years,
at the Barber Surgeons’ Hall.

The Barbers’ Company
(ranked 17th) have had a
hall since 1440 and we were
privileged to use their Great
Hall, which was opened by
HM Queen Elizabeth the
Queen Mother in 1969.

Following a reception we
moved to this hall for dinner
under the magnificent
Holbein painting of King
Henry VIII and the Barber

Surgeons.

We were entertained by
students of the Guildhall
School of Music who sang
modern jazz numbers.

Our guests, including the
Master Air Pilots, Master
Plaisterer, Prime Warden
Dyers, Master Merchant
Taylors of York, Master
Weavers, Master Upholder,
Master Guild of Young
Freemen, Master Merchant
Company of Edinburgh, were
welcomed by Liveryman Kim
Gillespie-Franklin.

It was announced that our
Beadle Ernie Brocklehurst
was earlier in the day made
a Freeman of the Company.
Newly clothed Liverymen
Jo Huxley, Graham Adkin
and Jonathan Perrée were
introduced by the Master.

Our principal guest the Right

Reverend James Jones, former
Bishop of Liverpool, gave a
heart-warming address on
the contribution of Livery
Companies and in particular
the charitable causes of the
Woolmen.

The evening was rounded off
with a Stirrup Cup.

AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER
MADE HONONARY FREEMAN

On 15 March the Master had the pleasure, along
with Wardens, our Aldermen and Members of the
Livery, of conducting in the Chamberlain’s Court at
Guildhall the installation as Honorary Freemen of
the Woolmakers’ Company of the Australian High
Commissioner HE George Brandis and the Deputy
High Commissioner Matt Anderson.

George Brandis is an Australian diplomat and

a posting as Ambassador to Afghanistan. He has
served as High Commissioner to Solomon Islands
(2011-13) and High Commissioner to Samoa
(2007-2011) and has also been posted to Papua
New Guinea and South Africa. He was awarded
the Public Service Medal for his role leading the
humanitarian and consular response to the 2009

Pacific tsunami.

former politician who has been the Australian High
Commissioner to the United Kingdom since May

2018. He holds a Bachelor of Civil Law from the University
of Oxford, a Bachelor of Laws (First-Class Honours) and a
Bachelor of Arts (First-Class Honours) from the University
of Queensland and practised as a barrister before entering

politics. During his political career he served as a Senator for
Queensland between 2000 and 2018, representing the Liberal

Party, and was a Minister for the Arts and Sport, Attorney-
General and later Leader of the Government in the Senate.

Matt Anderson is a senior career officer of the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and has returned recently from
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Both gentlemen had married ladies who had

massive sheep farms, Mrs Anderson,who joined
her husband, giving details of the unbelievable acreage and
her days, until comparatively recently, without electricity,
telephones and the everyday services we all enjoy.

During the ceremony Murray Craig, Clerk of the Court, gave
us interesting background information on the ceremonial of
well-known people who had received their Freemanship in the
same room.

A convivial lunch followed in the Aldermen’s Dining Room
when the two recipients were enrolled for the Sheep Drive!



WESTMINSTER ABBEY

In January a group of 17 Woolmen had
a virtuoso tour under the guidance of
Liveryman Richard Ing, a Blue Badge
Guide. As we admired the magnificent
Henry VII Chapel, commonly referred
to as the Lady Chapel, with its stunning

pendant fan vault ceiling, Richard
pointed out the well-known carpet
manufacturer and his wife depicted
kneeling in the bottom corner of the
stained glass window they sponsored.
You would need sharp eyes indeed to
spot them without a guide!

Still in the Lady Chapel, Richard
directed us to the memorial erected by
James I to his predecessor Elizabeth

I. He invited us to contrast it with the
magnificent and much larger marble
tomb James built for Mary Queen of
Scots in the south aisle of the Lady

Chapel - a very clear expression of a
sons devotion to his mother and his
feelings for her nemesis!

We were also fascinated to hear about
the Cosmati Pavement, the medieval
marble flooring in front of the high
altar. Laid down in 1268, it is decorated
with all sorts of mosaics, shapes and
colours, symbolising the world, or the
universe - and its end!

Skiing Trip
Peter and Ann Hullah have very kindly
agreed to organise a skiing trip in 2020
for all members. The outline plan is for
the trip to take place between 9 and 16
February to Kitzbuhel. There are flights
to Munich with a transfer to the Hotel
Kaiserhof which is adjacent to the main
lift and well-known to Peter. A party of
16 would be ideal, made up of two groups
on the slopes with an instructor/guide.

People are already booking for next year
so we need an indication of interest and
if sufficient, we will advise costs and we
then have to make a commitment to the
hotel.

Please advise as soon as possible if you
wish to participate.
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Latest News and Events

Golden
Shears

The Master and IPM Chris Thierry
attended the Golden Shears awards on

18 March at Merchant Taylors Hall. This

is a charity competition that has been
established to support craft training for
students on dedicated tailoring

courses and trainees in industry.

At the event there was a Catwalk
display by the 24 finalists chosen

from all over the UK. Each

finalist received a certificate
celebrating their achievement in
reaching the final.

From the 24 finalists the judges

made their choice for the

three Awards available. The

Woolmen presented the Rising

Star award of a pair of Silver Shears plus
£2,000 to Sophie Weller, an apprentice
trainee at Dunhill who is studying at
Newham College. Sophie made the pale
blue and cream striped single breasted
‘blazer’ style jacket with matching

NEWSLETTER

As most members are aware, it is our intention to circulate a
PRINTED issue each year of our quarterly Newsletter. Through
the good offices of Liveryman Ian Barbour, we have had a

very generous offer from Mark Shennan of Black and Callow,
commercial printers, to provide this issue later in the year on

a pro bono basis. Black and Callow are high-end bespoke
printers of documents for investment bankers and corporate

tailored shorts
pictured inset.

Also pictured are

two of the Guest

Judges, Supermodels

Jodie Kidd and
David Gandy (considered one of the
most stylish men in the world) with
prizewinner Sophie, Julian Socks of
Pollen Estates, who support Saville Row,
and the Master.

The Master was very encouraged to
see the quality of the work produced
by young people at the event. One of
the finalists to receive a certificate was
a 16 year old doing his GCSEs, dressed
superbly in a maroon suit.

This is an event that only occurs every
two years and is very much to be
encouraged for stimulating the youth
interest in the future of tailoring, an art
that was fading in the UK until recently.

SHERIFFS BALL

Our Livery was delighted to support this event by
donating four places at the 2019 Sheep Drive. We
look forward to welcoming the winner Carolyn
Ward in September. All money
raised at this Ball goes to
the multi-year Lord
Mayor’s Appeal “A

Better City for All”
lawyers. The help of this professional company will enhance the supporting the : .
presentation of the Newsletter, giving us a quality product which Place2Be: OnSide [N -
we will feel confident to circulate not just to our members, but to . .
Youth Zones . - . , e
oth.er Liveries and City organisations. We are most grateful for and Samaritans 0 We also donated for this events :
their support. charities. The S silent auction two ticketsto ¢

appeal was on
track to raise over
£80,000 from this
event.

To have a good read, we do need contributions from all
members, so do please let us have your reports, topics, amusing,
controversial, historical stories, anything which would be of
interest.

the Army Benevolent Fund
which raised £575.
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People

Pancake Race

Suitably attired in chef’s hat and apron, the
Master took part in the Inter Livery Pancake
Race on a nice sunny day in March, in
contrast to the 2018 race when it was so wet
that the organisers stopped the running and
only the tossing was permitted. We have
yet to find out whether his performance
qualifies his successor for next year’s race!

EVENTS SURVEY

The recent survey of events to
determine activities that would

be of interest to members had an
excellent response and thanks to all
who did reply. We shall be analysing
the choices and hope to arrange an
interesting and popular programme

Rl ® Congratulations to

newly clothed Liverymen
Jo Huxley, Graham Adkin

I n te T-L ive 1")/ Cl ay and Jonathan Perrée and

to Roland Hayes, on being

Pi eo n Shoot admitted as a Steward. TOP ROW, LEFT TO
g RIGHT: Jo Huxley;

] ® As mentioned in the Master’s report, our Beadle Graham Adkin.
The WOOlmen_ will be represented by Ernie Brocklehurst has become a Freeman of the MIDDLE ROW:
two teams of four guns at the Holland & Livery. Jonathan Perree;
Holland event on 16 May. We hope to have Roland Hayes.
photographs of a successful team after the ® Alex Welchman has accepted the company offer BOTTOM ROW: Alex
event and meanwhile our thanks to Jonathan to become a Companion and we are very pleased Welchman; Ernie

Lee for organising this. that the connection with John will remain. e
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Merino Wool in
Winton Tasmania

ohn and Vera Taylor raise the finest quality
Merino sheep at Winton Stud, Tasmania and
their story goes back generations. Our visit
to Winton, brokered through an introduction
by Liveryman Peter Ackroyd, began with our
meeting John and Vera in Campbell Town.

Originally, in times of early settlement, Campbell
Town, Tasmania was one of four garrison

towns on the coach road linking Hobart and
Launceston. Its wide main street, complete

with Georgian inns and shops for rural farmers,
exudes a colourful past where workers and
convicts mingled with landowners and soldiers.
Now Campbell Town is a convenient tourist stop
on Tasmania’s Midland Highway and there is
plenty to enjoy with boutique cafes, art gallery
and historical trails. At the centre of the town
stands a modern statue of a remarkable woman
whose legacy was the introduction of fine quality
Merino stock to Tasmania. For us, the story of
quality Merino sheep growing in Tasmania began
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"THE STORY
GOES THAT
ELIZA WALKED
FROM TOWN
1O TOWN

IN EUROPE,
SEEKING OUT
THE BEST
SHEEP

at the statue that commemorates the life of Eliza
Forlong.

Eliza (1784-1859) came from a Scottish
merchant family. Having lost four children
from consumption (tuberculosis), she saw little
future in Scotland and wished to move with her
husband to a warmer climate. Eliza wanted to
make a new start and quickly saw opportunities
in Australia where land was available for wool
growing.

Originally the Forlongs established a farm at
Kenilworth near Campbell Town. Wanting

to learn more about Merino sheep that were
bringing the highest prices in Europe, Eliza went
to Leipzig to study methods of sheep rearing

and wool preparation. The story goes that Eliza
walked from town to town in Europe, seeking out
the best sheep. She was looking to buy those fine
Merinos that were descended from the sheep of
Charles III of Spain, who had gifted them to the
Elector of Saxony.



the finest animals by a top breeder, we were also
able to stand and learn where many other guests
had stood, marvelling at the passion for quality
Merino wool which is at the heart of Winton.

Over time, John and Vera have represented their
sheep well. A past president of the Australian
Superfine Wool Growers Association, John

has travelled the world promoting wool and
highlighting the possibilities of developing fine
wool for quality designer markets.

We extended greetings on behalf of the
Worshipful Company of Woolmen and John and
Vera promised they would dine with us, if they
could, on their next visit to London. They wished
us well with the Sheep Drive and Livery Fair

2019 - who knows, will there be a Woolmen’s
Sheep Drive in Australia? The Taylors loved the
tradition of driving sheep over London Bridge
and relished the thought of one day... maybe ....
a Sydney Harbour Bridge Sheep Drive! Why not?

NOW WINTON STUD HAS OVER 600 STUD EWES AMONG A FLOCK OF AROUND 13,000
SHEEP, WITH WOOL AVERAGING ABOUT 17 MICRONS, GRAZING ON 3,000 HECTARES'

In 1829, Eliza’s sheep arrived at the port of
Hobart and she and her husband established

a stud to develop the bloodline. This was the
stud that was sold in 1835 to David Taylor from
Winton, a next-door neighbour of the Forlongs.
These are the roots of the bloodline and the

main flock of sheep at Winton Stud, where the
Taylor family farm to this day, are pure Saxon
descendants of Eliza’s original sheep from Saxony.

To complete the link between Eliza Forlong and
Winton, Vera and John Taylor were instrumental
in raising funds to commission the modern
statue of Eliza that is a fine reminder of Campbell
Town’s rich wool growing history.

Today, John and Vera, with their son following
in their footsteps, grow Merino sheep. John, a
tall, modest and quietly spoken internationally
acclaimed expert, talks affectionately of the
bloodline that they have established over time.
Now Winton Stud has over 600 stud ewes among
a flock of around 13,000 sheep, with wool
averaging about 17 microns, grazing on 3,000
hectares.

Manufacturers and designers, spinners and
weavers come from all over the world to Winton
Stud, seeking inspiration for how some of the
finest wool in the worlds can be best used. Ann
and I not only had the privilege of being shown
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Dates for your

Activity

Open Evening Shades Wine Bar

Inter Livery Clay Shoot at Holland & Holland ground
Balmoral Show Northern Ireland

Harrison Spinks visit Leeds

Inter Livery Golf at Walton Heath “Prince Arthur Cup”
Festival of the Sons of the Clergy at St Paul’s
Northumberland County Show

Royal Bath and West Show

Staffordshire County Show

Past Masters’ Lunch, The Athenaeum London (for Past Masters)
Woolmen National Army Museum Tour and Supper
Royal Cornwall Show and South of England Show
Ironbridge Livery Weekend (for Masters)

Open Evening Shades Wine Bar

Woolmen North v South Golf Greetham Valley

Royal Highland Show

Sheriffs’ Election Guildhall

Summer Banquet Apothecaries’Hall

Golden Shears World Championships Dorat Limoges
Open Evening Shades Wine Bar

Great Yorkshire Show

Royal Welsh Show

Cart Marking Guildhall Yard

City Beerfest Guildhall Yard

Army Cadets Visitors Day, Longmoor Camp, Hampshire
Master’s Weekend in Ghent, Belgium

Open Evening Shades Wine Bar

Admission of the Sheriffs

Sheep Drive over London Bridge

Election of Lord Mayor

Open Evening Shades Wine Bar

Civic Dinner at Merchant Taylors'Hall

Open Evening Shades Wine Bar

Carol Service

Alms Court Dinner Salters Hall

Woolmen Ski Trip Kitzbuhel TBC

Shrove Tuesday Livery Pancake Race Guildhall Yard
United Guilds Service and Lunch

Installation Dinner Butchers Hall

The Worshipful Company of Woolmen
c/o 153 Leathwaite Road
London SW11 6RW

00

www.woolmen.com

Diary

Date

Tuesday 14th May

Thursday 16th May

15th-18th May

Wednesday 1st May

Thursday 16th May TBC
Tuesday 21st May

Monday 27th May

Weds 29th May - Sat 1st June
Weds 29th -Thursday 30th May
Monday 3rd June

Monday 3rd June

Thursday 6th-Saturday 8th June
Friday 7th - Sunday 9th June
Tuesday 11th June

Monday 17th-Tuesday 18th June
Thurs 20th -Sunday 23rd June
Monday 24th June

Tuesday 25th June

Monday 1st- Saturday 6th July
Tuesday 9th July

Tuesday 9th- Thursday 11th July
Mon 22nd - Thursday 25th July
TBA July

TBA July

Saturday 17th August

Thurs 5th - Sun 8th September
Tuesday 10th September
Friday 27th September

Sunday 29th September

Wed 2nd October

Tuesday 8th October

Monday 21st October

Tuesday 12th November
December 17th tbc
Wednesday 15th January

9th - 16th February

25th February

Friday 27th March

Wednesday 22nd April
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