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Message from
the MASTER

t's been a busy year, and I intend to make it

busier! You can see from the article that the

shows, now almost over, have been manic.

We are well represented at each one and
everyone enjoys the sheep shearing.

We are a membership driven livery and so,
strangely enough, membership is key. Following
up on my recent letter to all, I would like
everyone to bring in a friend who you think
would enjoy our fine organisation. You will all
have the forms and information that should
allow this. We currently stand at around 170
(strengthening at every dinner) and the cap

is 200. We brought in 6 new liverymen at the
last dinner and the list is growing for the Civic.
There is a great deal of interest in some sons and
daughters being admitted too. I would like to
make substantive progress on this during my
year if at all possible, so that we find ourselves
with a strong financial and membership status
in preparation for our Upper Warden becoming
Lord Mayor next year.

As you all know, our charitable giving is also a
key element of our livery and I am pleased to

say that the Sheep Drive is now fully booked

- well done Peter and Ann! Sponsorship is
slowly trickling in so please do let me know of
potential sponsors. (When they are personally
known the chance of success is 200% more
likely.) I would also ask that you circulate

your friends and family for sponsorship and
assisting in fund raising. We have recently set

up a “Just Giving” page and hope you will take
advantage of this: https://www.justgiving.com/
woolmenscompanycharitabletrust. We don’t
have a fund-raising section to our charity (unlike
other liveries) and it is missing a cog in the wheel
which we need to develop as soon as possible. If
there are any volunteers in the livery who would
like to help develop this and get involved, please
do drop me a line, as this will be a very important
force moving forward linking it with some of our
driven members.

One of our key objectives this year is to inject
some youth into our Livery, especially to build
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ABOVE: The Master

on our activities and fund raising and to that
end I have asked the Livery Committee to
organise a dinner, preceded by a City Walk, on
18 September to which the new and younger
members will receive an invite, along with some
of the Guild of Young Freeman. Once we have
numbers on this, we will throw open an invite
to others who would like to join in if there

are spaces left. I hope that this will allow our
liveryman to invite friends and family to enjoy
the fellowship we have. I hope to have one more
before next April too.



Finally, we have our Civic dinner ahead and the
Lord Mayor has made his normal commitment
to attend, subject to not being away travelling (he
isn’t travelling as far as we know!). We will be

at the Merchant Taylors hall which has plenty of
capacity and the Staple from York are being asked
if they would like to join us, as we provide a joint
prize for wool innovation and they invited us to
their last feast. This is a great showcase for our
charitable giving and so I invite you to make this
a special occasion and bring your potential new
members. It’s also Trafalgar night and the hall
has a fabulous organ, so I'm thinking it should
be our normal high quality evening with an extra
punch to the entertainment.

I look forward to seeing many of you in Ghent
for the Master’s Weekend and if you would like to
have the details again, please do drop me a line as
time is running out for booking the hotel at cut
rate prices.

Finally, I wish you all a wonderful fun filled
relaxing summer.

Installation Dinner
Saddlers’ Hall - 24 April 2019

At the Court meeting Mark Sutherland Johnson
was appointed Master for the year 2019-20,
along with Alderman Sheriff Vincent Keaveny as
Upper Warden and Sir David Wootton as Under
Warden.

ABOVE: Installation
Ceremony

BELOW: Rex and Mark
Johnson

Following the meeting the Court processed

to the church of St Vedast-alias-Foster for a
service conducted by the Revd Paul Kennedy
with lessons read by the Master and the Upper
Warden and anthems sung by the choir. The
congregation walked the short distance to
Saddlers’ Hall to be joined by partners and
guests where we enjoyed a ‘sparkling’ reception.

The Hall was built in a neo-classical style and
impresses with bespoke period furniture,
historical artefacts, antiquities and paintings.
The highlight, and venue for our dinner, is the
Great Hall, with exquisite stained-glass windows
and a musicians’ gallery.

The Master hosted a magnificent dinner and
it was delightful to see him accompanied by
his daughters Holly and Isobelle and his father
Past Master Rex Johnson, who said Grace.

The Master took wine with newly clothed
Liverymen and guests were welcomed by
Michael Johnson, the Master’s brother, making
the evening a splendid occasion for the Johnson
family. Musical entertainment during dinner
was provided by students of the Guildhall
School of Music.

The Master’s guest of honour and personal
friend Luke Savage ACA gave an interesting
and entertaining speech and the evening,
thoroughly enjoyed by all, was rounded off with
a stirrup cup.
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Wool Is Everywhere ....

f you have ever tried your hand

at weaving, you will know itis a

complicated craft - Margo Selby

calls it Sudoku in colour. “It is very
disciplined. There are strict rules with an
empbhasis on maths, so every fabric has a
particular number of threads in the warp
and weft and everything must be in the
right position to allow the shapes to fit
together. Jacquared looms had the first
ever punch card system - they were early
computers”

Although Margo relishes these restrictions
and clearly respects the history and

the process, her designs are far from
traditional. “I have a vision and I want

to get to that but I have to remind myself
how important the process is: planning
on paper, taking time on the hand loom,
developing colours and patterns as I work”

Margo trained in textile design at the
Chelsea College of Arts. “The minute I
was on the loom, I felt at home,” she says.
“Straight away I found it exciting as a
medium and I was driven to create more”
She followed this with a postgraduate
degree at The Royal College of Art and two
years at the Ann Sutton Foundation. “This
gave us a safe, protected environment to

start our businesses,” Margo says. “There
were just three graduates at any one time
- we had aloom to work on and a flat to

live in and we were paid a stipend which

allowed us to produce our own work.”

As well as commercial pieces, Margo
produces handwoven artworks in her
Whitstable studio using a technique called
Lampas. Originally developed in the
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17th century to weave decorative brocade
fabrics, Margo uses it to create abstract
colour studies with a modernist feel. “My
love of colour was always very instinctive,’
she says. “I remember colouring in books
when I was a kid and really considering
each crayon choice - was it the exact right
yellow for that particular picture? I felt

a deep satisfaction and pleasure from it”
Following the success of exhibitions such
as Anni Albers at the Tate Modern earlier
this year, weaving is enjoying renewed
interest.

Margo is also committed to the
commercial side of her business. “There
is nothing more exciting than going into a
factory and seeing a roll of fabric coming
off the looms, knowing that my designs
will be accessible to a wider audience. I
am very proud of the artworks, but they
are exclusive — so much time goes into
them they have to command a certain
price point, and that narrows the bracket
of who can actually enjoy them. Ilove
industrial design. Ilove the idea that you
have art feeding into industry”

Margot can be contacted at: Margo
Selby, Bradstowe House, 35 Middle Wall,
Whitstable, Kent, CT5 1B]

Tel: 01227 282 758



ichael, the eldest
of two children,
was born on 24
November 1933
in Forest Hill, SE London, to
Albert and Elsie Gilbert. He
attended St Dunstan's Prep
School until the age of 11, then
from 1944-1950 continued
on to Alleyn's. There Michael
developed interests in drama,
swimming, athletics and
shooting. After obtaining 8
‘O’ levels, Michael went on to
the Sixth Form, leaving after a
year. The Headmaster’s note
on his final school record states
“Developing as a leader as well
as an athlete. Very intelligent.”

Michael met Barbara Pinnell in
1955 and they married in July
1956. Their daughter Alexandra
was born the following year and
their son Jason four years later.
They lived in a converted coach
house in Beckenham, Kent.

From 1954-1970's, as a
member of both Ravensbourne
Light and Croydon Operatic
Societies, Michael performed
in many “am dram” musicals,
entered singing competitions
and performed at church and
social groups. He continued to
develop his strong tenor voice
with solo singing, although

he was perhaps proudest of
“treading the boards” at Sadler’s
Wells Opera, albeit as a non-
singing extra. Michael practised
singing at home most nights,
starting at 10.00 pm, which
trained his children to sleep
through anything!

In 1957 Michael joined the
Royal Naval Reserve as a
Commissioned Officer aged
24, rising through the ranks

to Lt. Commander. After his
age-related retirement, he kept
up his connections through

Obituary

LT CMDR

MICHAEL JOHN
GILBERT RD

24 Nov 1933 - 17 May 2019

membership of the President
Retired Officer's Association.

In the late 70s until the change
in gun laws, Michael pursued
his interest in small bore air-
pistol shooting. He ranked
highly, representing his country,
district and the Royal Navy.

Although Michael would

have preferred to have been a
professional opera singer and
star of stage and screen, his
working life was as a Chartered
Accountant and he worked for
large City firms over the years:
Spicer and Pegler, Joliffe & Co
and finally Grant Thornton,
where he specialised in tax. In
1995 Michael recovered £89,000
from the Inland Revenue for a
client, an admirable feat even by
today’s standards.

Michael became a Freeman

of the City of London and

was admitted to the Court of
the Worshipful Company of
Woolman in February 1957.
Subsequently he became a
member of the City Livery Club.
By 1977 he had risen through
the Court to become Master,
holding his Lady’s night dinner
on HMS President.

After Michael's marriage broke
down in 1985, he entered into a
long relationship with Mair, and
then Audrey whom he met on

a sailing holiday. Subsequent
holidays with Audrey were
spent bringing the flotilla boat
back at the end of the season
and winter holidays skiing.

In 2001, Michael moved to
Birchington, Kent. After
retiring from Chartered
accountancy with Grant
Thornton, he enjoyed spending
his time on his boat or with his
model railway.
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New Members

Gaynor Coley

- ;;r —
] Formerly Managing Director of the
b Eden Project, Cornwall, and then
3 Director of Public Programmes at Kew,
Gay is now a Non-Executive Director
i of three listed Investment funds, Board
Chairman of The Wave, a new inland
surf lake being constructed in Bristol and a Partner in Coley

Hill Consultancy.

She is passionate about doing good through doing good
business and is currently working on projects to invigorate
tourism in South Wales where she was born.

She was previously Director of Finance at the University of
Plymouth, is a chartered accountant, qualified teacher and
programme manager. She loves walking her two spaniels or
cycling in any spare time.

! ﬁ i Leader Lady
= ":;; 8 Barrons
f RAFAC

Cherry is a commissioned civil servant in the RAF Air Cadets

and administers the air cadet county ‘wing’. Having graduated
from the Britannia Royal Naval College, Cherry enjoyed a suc-
cessful if short career in the Women’s Royal Naval Service.

Stephen Hipps

Stephen has been involved in business
for 50 years and studied accountancy
in Leeds before rugby took over.

A former member and player of
Harrogate RUFC, Stephen represented
Yorkshire and the North of England
against the All Blacks and Australia. His main interest for the
last 37 years has been the rearing and showing of pedigree
Ryeland sheep.
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. Design and Management and she later
obtained an MA with distinction in

Textile practice. Caroline is also a
double 2018 Woolmen Award Winner, having won a Woolmen
award for most promising final year or postgraduate member
of any university for study or research on any wool application
as well as being the recipient of the joint Woolmen/Staple of
England Innovation Award for innovation relating to produc-
tion and design involving wool. Caroline has a distinguished
career in textile design, product innovation and buying man-
agement.

ﬂ Guy Fitzgibbon

Guy has spent his career in the City
working as an Insurance Broker
specialising in providing insurance

for the construction and oil and gas
industries. He lives in Rotherfield,
East Sussex with his wife and two boys
aged 9 and 11 and his main hobbies, outside work and family
duties, include cycling and tennis but his main passion is flying
his paraglider.

" _Tory Manuel

Tory has a sheep farming background
from Argyll and a career in marketing
interior textiles, both in the UK and
USA, for leading brands such as Cole-
fax & Fowler, GP & ] Baker, Mulberry
Home and latterly the bespoke furni-
ture manufacturer Ben Whistler.



News ¢ Events

The Summer Banquet

25 June 2019

ur Summer Banquet was
held at the Apothecaries’
Hall, accessed through an
archway in the backwaters
of Black Friars Lane and via a delightful
courtyard which was put to good use
on such a balmy evening. The building
was originally part of the Dominican
priory of Black Friars and although it has
undergone several redevelopments, its
appearance has altered little since the late
eighteenth century.

Having used their Court Room for

our meeting, we had a reception

with sparkling English wine (highly
recommended) before going into the
Great Hall with it magnificent panelling.
Despite the titles of ancient medications

/.ﬂi

i

{45

and extensive collection of jars, the Hall
has the feel of a refined country house.

A musical interlude was performed by
students of the Guildhall School of Music,
with well-known songs from the ever
popular Gilbert and Sullivan, West Side
Story and Phantom of the Opera.

The guests were welcomed by Liveryman
Emmanuel Cohen, long-time friend
of the Master, in a very entertaining

speech and the Master’s personal guest,
Wing Commander Simon Meade OBE
enthralled us with stories of the Red
Arrows, of which he was the leader, not
to mention recalling his meeting with
the Master in shorts, on a beach - a sight
never to be forgotten!

The Master responded, outlining future
events and inviting everyone to round off
the evening with a stirrup cup.

AWARDS

GORDON’S SCHOOL

The court has approved the award of £1,000 to the school
for the replacement of woollen uniforms for the Band, plus
for the next three years, a prize of £100 per year to the most
improved and deserving piper.

COCKPIT EFFECT 2019

For over 30 years, Cockpit Arts has championed affordable
studio space for craftspeople in the heart of the capital and
offers an insight into the impact that support makes. It

shows that tailored business coaching, from specialists

who know craft from the inside, unlocks the possibility of
running a successful practice in the heart of London. The
Woolmen’s award is to a maker working primarily with wool
textiles aiming to develop their craft and business and offers
mentoring and introductions to appropriate contacts during
the year to the award recipient. This year’s award went to
Hollie Ward and Steward Roland Hayes sat as an external
judge on the panel. Hollie is currently working as a freelance
textile developer specialising in hand weaving and hand
knitting based in south east London.
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Put your hands

together for

the MASTER!...

ell, it’s been a busy start with

the country shows - so far I

have attended the Balmoral

Show in Northern Ireland,
Northumberland Show (a first for the Woolmen),
Staffordshire Show (another first for the
Woolmen) Bath and West Show, Royal Cornwall
Show, Royal Highland and Great Yorkshire Show.
There is no way one could be a Master and work
full time!

The hospitality at the Balmoral was fabulous.
Here we had our first Ladies Only shearing
competition. Right are the three winners, some
of whom made it through to various stages of the
finals in other shows that we support.

The crowds were quite something - at some
shows there are some 600 people watching.

I then visited Northumberland, where the show
was a lot smaller and a first for the Woolmen. We
give prizes generally for wool handling as well as
shearing.

Here is a wool handling competition in progress -
rarely done by men - but as you can see, all tight,
tidy without many scraggy bits showing.

f
{
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ABOVE: Ladies Shearing
Comp Winners

BELOW: Master and Diana
Farrington

ABOVE: Master and
Princess Alexandra

THE MASTER
WRITES ABOUT
SHOW PRIZE
DIVERSIFICATION,
ROYAL MEETINGS
AND FAME ON
COUNTRYFILE

The shearers are mainly men, although when the
ladies compete, they are very competitive and
often win or are close.

Each show holds its own character, some more
agricultural than others. The Bath and West

is where we held most of the season's fame.
Here I had the delight of fellow Woolman Lady
Diana Farrington and her husband Lord Harry
escorting me around this marvellous show.
Countryfile were filming whilst we were there
and it just so happened we ended up on the
programme.

Then it was on to Cornwall, where Andrew
(IPM), Gill and I were introduced to Princess
Alexandra, a pleasant and unexpected
introduction where she took great interest in my
Tweed Suit and Woolman Badge of Office.

The prize winner of the day was also rather well
adorned with trophies!

Each show has different announcers but one
stands out above most, namely Huw Condron.
He does many of the shows and is a great
supporter of the Woolmen. Whenever I arrived
at the shearing line, there would suddenly be

an excited announcement saying “Put your
hands together for the Master! The amazing



CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT:
Female shearers; Stephen
Hipps with sheep and Rt
Revd Peter Hullah

Worshipful Company of Woolmen who support
this skill across the country” I have also been
introduced at the Highland Show as the Master of
the Worshipful Company of Wool Shearers! Not
everyone gets it right! We have various banners,
pop ups (shown in this photo) and on some
shows they have huge television screens showing
our Logo too. The support we get generally is
huge. Thad one lady shearer tell me that she
had been coming to these shows since she was 6
and could always remember that the Worshipful
Company had been there and it was such an
honour to eventually win a medal from us and
meet the Master. I blushed, of course!

The most recent show was the Great Yorkshire,
where we hosted a lunch for 22 shared between
the Staple and the Woolmen. We have a very
trendy shot here of fellow liveryman the Rt Revd
Peter Hullah setting the trends and not following
them.

Again we had a good selection of female shearers
at the show and we established that one of our
Prize Winners (Jayne Harkness-Bones) went on
to become the 8th best in the world shearer. A
huge well done to Jayne.

We had the added treat of seeing Stephen Hipps
showing his sheep at the show and gaining some
well earned podium finishes. Well done Stephen.

LEFT: Kim Franklin Gillespie
presenting prizes at the Ardingly
Show where she received
sincere and heartfelt thanks for
the support of the Woolmen.

The shows are a lot of fun and I would encourage
fellow Woolmen to join us next year. There are

9 shows in all and I will have managed 8 this
year, the only show I couldn’t make being the one
closest to where I live!! The South of England
Show clashed with another, but we had Kim and
Manny attend and look after the prize giving, so
a huge thank you. We also had Liveryman Lord
Stephen Woolman and Stephen Hipps give out
prizes at the GYS and Highland show where the
prize givings didn’t quite work out timing wise
for me with flights and the like.

One more show to go!

Summer 2019 | The Woolmen’s Newsletter 9



Show Awards

Royal Ulster £1,610 awarded
£45  Novices wool handling 1st to 3rd

£75  Bronze Highest placed NI junior shearer 1st and 2nd

£100 Bronze Young Farmers Robert Carmac award
£100 Bronze Perpetual Cup best quality marks
£100 Quality Best pen £50; Best board £50

£250 Bronze National wool handling final

£260 Bronze Open wool handlinglst to 6th

£280 Bronze Intermediate shearing 1st to 6th
£400 Bronze All comers Ladies shearing 1st to 6th

Bath and West £420 awarded
£75  Bronze Junior shearing

£345 Bronze Intermediate shearing 1st to 6th

Royal Cornwall £1,070 awarded
£480 Bronze Ladies shearing 1st to 5th
£590 YFC £295; Juniors £295

South of England £1,800 awarded

(includes £300 VAT)

£100 Golden Fleece competition
£200 Sheep shearing competition
£400 Longwool

£400 Shortwool

£400 Hill and Heath

Royal Highland £1,000 awarded

£15 Bronze Young Farmers Robert Carmac award
£60 Novice wool handling

£75 Bronze Junior shearing 1st and 2nd

£250 Bronze Open wool handling

£600 Bronze Intermediate shearing 1st to 6th
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Great Yorkshire £1,410 awarded
£75 Qualifying junior
£375 Bronze Juniorshearing 1st to 6th
£480 Bronze Intermediate shearing 1st to 6th
£480 Bronze Ladiesopen 1stto 6th

Royal Welsh £2,060 awarded
£75  Welsh Junior
£100 Bronze Champion Welsh shearer

Bronze 2xWinners Young Farmers Welsh County

team
£285 Wool handling class
£1,600 Silver & Junior WCW National open final 1st to 6th

Bronze

Staffordshire County show £805 awarded

£60 Novice Wool handling

£100 Open Wool handling

£275 Junior machine shearing 1st to 3rd

£370 Intermediate machine shearing 1st to 6th

Northumberland County show £470 awarded

£75 WCW Wool handling 1st to 5th
£145 WCW Junior shearing 1st to 5th
£250 WCW Intermediate shearing 1st to 5th

Royal Welsh Smallholding and Countryside Show
£1,085 awarded

£285 Novice wool handling
£350 Intermediate wool handling
£450 Open wool handling



Events

Harrison
Spinks visit
1 May

May Day saw a party of Woolmen learning
about Harrison Spinks’ manufacturing process
from R&D through to the factory floor in Leeds
where their speciality is the production of high
quality mattresses containing different varieties
of wool. We then travelled to Hornington
Manor, Harrison Spinks’ own 300-acre farm just
18 miles away, where they produce many of the
materials for their mattresses including locally
grown natural fibre crops of hemp and flax.
After a very interesting farm tour we enjoyed
tea and coffee in the Visitor Centre, rounding
off a most enjoyable day of hugely contrasting
environments.

Woolmen Golf Competition 17-18 June

e |

The Woolmen’s

Golf Society held

its annual two day
meeting on 17-18

June at Greetham

Valley Golf Club in
Rutland. The North

v South challenge

on the Monday
afternoon ended

in a victory for the ==
Northern team
(following several years success for the Southerners!) and the victorious Northern
team is pictured below. The immediate Past Master Andrew and his wife Gill were

there to support the Northern team but Andrew won the booby prize for setting off

on his round without a putter, resulting in his having to return to the clubhouse to
sort out a full set of clubs!

The meeting, which was very well supported this year, was organised by David
Hopkins, who has been very successful in increasing the numbers attending. The
event was graced by the presence of several ladies who joined in the golf and the
Master Mark Johnson also joined the dinner in the evening.

From left to right: Peter Ambler, Mrs Ann Hullah, Robert Allan, Paul Hughes
(senior), John Hornby, Peter Hullah, Gill Dawson, Paul Hughes (junior), James
Barker (guest), Andrew Dawson.

BREAKFAST
MEETING

Guildhall - 25 April 2019

After, or in spite of, a highly enjoyable
Installation Dinner on 24 April, some 35
new and prospective members gathered

at the Guildhall very early the following
morning for an 8 oclock breakfast meeting
to meet the Master, Wardens and members
of the Court and hear about the Woolmen’s
values and social activities. Over Danish
pastries, bacon butties and Buck’s Fizz, they
learned about the Woolmenss history and
charitable work, the different categories

of membership, and the various social
events that take place throughout the year.
Alderman Sir David Wootton gave an
introduction to the City of London and
the Guildhall, as well as giving members

a brief tour of Guildhall’s Great Hall. It

was an excellent opportunity to meet with
other recent members and consider how
to support our livery and will be repeated
next year.
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Dates for your Diary

Activity Date
Army Cadets Visitors Day, Longmoor Camp, Hampshire Sunday 18th August
Master’s Weekend in Ghent, Belgium Thursday 5th -Sunday 8th September
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 10th September
Sheriff’s Ball Guildhall Friday 20th September
Admission of the Sheriffs Friday 27th September
Sheep Drive over London Bridge Sunday 29th September 2019
Election of Lord Mayor Wed 2nd October
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 8th October
Civic Dinner at Merchant Taylors’Hall Monday 21st October

Garden of Remembrance St Pauls Churchyard
Silent Ceremony Guildhall
Lord Mayor’s Show

Monday 4th November
Friday 8th November
Saturday 8th November

Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 12th November
Guildhall Christmas Market in aid of the Red Cross 25th-26th November
Carol Service December TBD

Alms Court Dinner Salters Hall Wednesday 15th January
Shrove Tuesday Livery Pancake Race Guildhall Yard Tuesday 25th February
Visit to Red Arrows Lincolnshire (tickets available by silent auction) Tuesday 10th March
United Guilds Service and lunch Friday 27th March
Installation Service and Dinner Butchers Hall Wednesday 22nd April
Festival of Sons of the Clergy Tuesday 12th May

Royal Ulster Show Balmoral NI Wed 13th-Sat 16th May
Open Even Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 19th May
Northumberland County Show Monday 25th May

Staffordshire County Show
Royal Bath and West Show
Royal Cornwell Show

Wednesday 27th -Thursday 28th May
Thursday 28th-Saturday 30th May
Thursday 4th-Sat 6th June

Ironbridge Livery Weekend 5th -7th June

Open Even Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 9th June

South of England Show Thursday 11th-Sat 13th June
Summer Banquet Skinners Hall Wednesday 24th June

Election of Sheriffs Guildhall Wednesday 24th June

Great Yorkshire Show 2020 Tuesday 14th -Thursday 16th July
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 14th July

Royal Welsh Show 2020

Don’t forget the Members Open Evenings!

Monday 20th -Thursday 23rd July

We continue to meet at Old Wine Shades/El Vino's Martin Lane EC4 . http://elvino.co.uk/bars/the-olde-wine-shade It is
planned that there will usually be a member of the court present so it's a great opportunity to bring along potential new
members. Dates are fixed up to the middle of 2020 and are shown above.

The Worshipful Company of Woolmen
o c/o0 153 Leathwaite Road
London SW11 6RW
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