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Dear Fellow 
Liveryman, 
Journeymen, 
Freeman and 

Friends. Well, what an amazing 
year so far.  Firstly, thank you 
for all looking to your friends, 
family and colleagues and 
seeing who you would like 
to join our fellowship, as we 
have had a fabulous response - 
please keep up the good work.  
Because of this we had one of 
the Woolmen’s largest dinners 
yet for our Civic, where we 
welcomed the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress, with just under 
200 Liverymen and guests.  We 
enjoyed a splendid dinner in the Merchant Taylors’ Hall on Trafalgar 
night, with their organ in full flow.  Our prize-winners showed off their 
skills and we welcomed many of the City’s Livery Masters too.  I hope 
you all enjoyed it as much as I did.

Our Alms Court Dinner at Salters’ Hall on 15th January, where we 
are welcoming Mark Smith of the Antiques Roadshow, promises to be 
excellent too, so book your tickets soon as this is one of the smaller 
Halls.  As we grow, we will be able to dine at some of the larger halls 
which will be a great experience.

Our Sheep Drive and Livery Fair this year raised almost £30,000 for our 
Charitable Trust and we intend (for the first time) to hold our Northern 
Banquet on 6th March as a charitable dinner too, so please book your 
train tickets and plan to spend the weekend in York.  It’s a fabulous city 
and I’m sure it will be great weather.  We will be auctioning some prizes 
through a silent auction, so please feel free to offer any prizes and have 
a look to see if any of the prizes are something you might like to bid 
for.  A listing will be sent around before the dinner.  We will also be 
auctioning places for a visit to RAF Scampton to see the Dambusters’ 
Heritage Centre and visit the Red Arrows on 10th March.

As you might see, I’m keen to develop our Charity as it is at the heart of 
why we exist.  We are making some changes by updating the Charity’s 
structure to bring it into today’s standards of governance and in line 
with the Charity Commission’s thinking.  I’ll write to you once we are 
further down the line as there will be some practical aspects to consider 
such as changing bank accounts, etc. 

So, this leaves me to wish you and all your family a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy, prosperous and healthy New Year.

I look forward to seeing you all on 15th January.

Message from  
the Master
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Latest News and Events

A painting recently brought out of storage at Painters’ 
Hall has gone on display in the waiting room at the 
Chamberlain’s Court after the Clerk secured the 
agreement of the Chamberlain’s Court to loan it to 
the Court for permanent display.  This was painted by 
Michael Noakes and records the clothing of the Princess 
Royal as a Liveryman. Unfortunately all but four Court 
members – Rex Johnson, Raymond Cousins, Richard 
Proctor and the Princess Royal - have since passed away.
It would be interesting to have for our Newsletter any 
anecdotes or recollections of these people and this era.

Michael Noakes Portrait 
of the Princess Royal

The Merchant Taylors’ Hall was the 
venue for our Civic Dinner on Monday, 
21st October 2019.

The dinner was the first occasion for 
many years which saw our affiliated unit 
of RHA 43 Cadet put on a magnificent 
Carpet Guard for the 187 Woolmen and 
guests attending.  Our Principal Guest 
The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor Alderman 
Peter Estlin together with the Lady 
Mayoress Lindy were welcomed by The 
Master and joined us at the Reception 
prior to dinner.

Seven new members were clothed and 
we were pleased to welcome back Karen 
Harries, who rejoined the company.

Eight Award winners were present, 
including the Wool Innovation Award 
winner shared with the Staple of England 
and most of them brought along samples 
of their work to demonstrate to guests, 
which was hugely popular.

Among our guests were many 
Livery Company Masters including: 
Clothworkers, Framework Knitters, 
Weavers, Merchant Company of 
Edinburgh, Joiners and Ceilers, Weavers, 
Fullers and Shearmen of Exeter and The 
Guild of Young Freemen.

Grace was said by Court Assistant The 
Right Reverend Peter Hullah and an 
excellent dinner followed.  The Award 
Winners proudly accepted their awards 
from The Lord Mayor and gifts were 
exchanged between The Lord Mayor, his 
wife Lindy, The  Master and The Clerk.  
Our entertainment for the evening 
made full use of the Merchant Taylors’ 
organ played by David Swinson and 
Andrew Earis together with the Choir of 
St Martins’ Voices directed by Andrew 
Earis.  It culminated with the whole 
company joining in with the singing of 
Jerusalem.

The Master proposed the Civic Toast 
and The Lord Mayor responded, 
congratulating the Woolmen for their 
charitable work and the success of the 
Sheep Drive.  He spoke of his year 
as Lord Mayor and some of the new 
initiatives he is involved in.  The toast 
to the guests was proposed by Under 
Warden Alderman Sir David Wootton 
and Malcolm Craig responded, thanking 
The Master and proposing the toast to 
the Company.

An excellent and memorable evening 
enjoyed by all. 

Tessa Trollope

The Civic Dinner
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The Lord Barnby Award Winner  
2019 Presentation in Huddersfield 

 

The Lord Barnby award is given by the Woolmen annually to the 
leading apprentice working with wool in the textile manufacturing 
industry.  This year’s winner Jessica Fraser is an apprentice in the 
textiles industry.  She is working at Joshua Ellis Ltd, focussing on 
colour matching and dyeing. 

Jessica writes, “Since 2017 I have been developing my skills at work 
and at college studying textiles manufacture.  I am employed by 
a cashmere and woollen mill which specialises in luxury fabrics 
and accessories.  I began my career in the final inspection process 
where I learned how to spot faults in finished pieces, how they 
occur and how they are rectified.  Working in that department also 
gave me insight into the high level of diligence and attention to 
detail that is required in this industry. 

Due to my interest in science, it seemed a natural progression to 
focus my attention onto colour matching, blending and dyeing.  
I am currently being trained to create blend samples for bulk 
production with the purpose of matching colour standards.  To 
further my knowledge, I will begin a dyers course towards the end 
of 2019.” 

Jessica has already received a gold medal for her achievement and 
this was presented to her by the Lord Mayor of London at our 

Civic dinner.  The Chairman of the Charity Committee presented 
Jessica with a certificate at an award ceremony at the Huddersfield 
Textile Centre of Excellence.  Also at the Huddersfield ceremony, 
Seth Hargreaves (our Lord Barnby winner 2018) received this 
year’s Textile Centre of Excellence Advanced Apprentice of the 
Year award, one year on from winning our Lord Barnby award. 

Jessica and Seth are with the Rt Revd Peter Hullah, Chairman of 
the Charity Committee (left) and Paul Johnson (right) Chairman 
of the Huddersfield Textile Centre of Excellence.

Golf
A match between the Woolmen and The Staple of England teams 
was played on 12 September at Ilkley, where the players enjoyed 
the usual fine weather in Yorkshire.  Two fourballs made for 
a very tight contest throughout but at the end the Worshipful 
Company of Woolmen won by ONE point!  It could not have 
been a narrower win.

LEFT: Staple of England team:   
Peter Meredith, Peter Ambler, 
David Sutcliffe and Richard 
Compton

ABOVE: Woolmen’s Team:   
James Naylor, Richard Clough, 
Tim Hare and Robert Allan
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People
Past Master William  
Brian Dunn CBE
Woolmen were 
saddened to 
hear of the news 
of the passing 
in September 
of Past Master 
William Brian 
Dunn CBE. 
Brian was 
Master in the 
early 1990s.

 
Newly Clothed Liverymen

Daniel Goff 
Dan currently 
works in the family 
Hotel Design and 
Interior Architecture 
consultancy and divides 
his time between 
London and Melbourne.  
Dan and his partner 

have a young daughter, who was very interested 
in his Clothing.  We did ask for young members 
to join but she must be our youngest prospect!

Baron McInnes of 
Kilwinning 
Mark McInnes, 
Baron McInnes of 
Kilwinning CBE, is a 
Scottish Conservative 
politician and member 
of the House of Lords, 
born in Paisley and 

now living in Edinburgh.  He was educated 
at Kilwinning Academy and the University of 
Edinburgh, where he gained an MA (Hons)  in 
Politics and Modern History.  His main interests 
in the House of Lords are foreign affairs 
(particularly the Middle East), social mobility 
and constitutional affairs.  He has raised funds 
for various charities including volunteering as 
a Samaritan, being on the governing Council 
of George Watson’s College and is a Curator 
of Patronage at Edinburgh University.  He was 
created Baron McInnes of Kilwinning on 1 
September 2016.

Paul McAneary 
Born in Northern 
Ireland where his 
family is in the 
textile trade, Paul is 
an award-winning 
architect with his 
own firm in central 
London.  He began his 
architectural training 

at the Oxford School of Architecture and 
undertook his practical training year in Hong 
Kong as recipient of the Alan Barnes Travelling 
Scholarship, followed by a period working in 
Japan.  Paul’s interests include shooting, fishing 
and bobsleighing.

Aled Rhys Davies 
Aled lives with his 
family in west Wales 
and has been actively 
involved within the 
agricultural industry 
for many years.  He 
was brought up on a 
sheep farm and can 
shear by machine 

and by hand.  He followed a degree in Food 
Marketing at Harper Adams University with 
the Chartered Institute of Marketing Diploma 
and was Sales Director for an animal nutrition 
company before founding his own highly 
innovative company specialising in hygiene 
within poultry houses and cattle and sheep 
buildings. Aled is a Nuffield scholar and keen to 
give back to the Wool Industry.

Mark Xu 
Mark comes from 
Hangzhou, a city in 
China compared to 
Heaven, and took his 
BA in Engineering at 
East China Normal 
University.  He 
lived in America 
before settling in 

London where he works for J P Morgan. He is 
a Liveryman of the Wheelwrights, where he is 
joint secretary of the Crafts Committee, and a 
member of Bassishaw Ward Club.  Among his 
other interests are travel, visiting museums and 
galleries, wine tasting and Italian opera.

Our New 
Chaplain Paul 
Kennedy
Paul is Priest to the Moot 
Community at St. Mary 
Aldermary where he offers 
contemplation, welcome and 
the opportunity to explore 
meaning and purpose - all 
with great coffee!  He is 
also Priest-in-Charge at St 
Vedast-alias-Foster, a more 
traditional parish offering 
quiet in the heart of the City.  
Paul also liaises between the 
Corporation, churches and 
other organisations helping 
rough sleepers in the area.  
City ministry is often about 
helping to make contacts 
between Livery companies, 
commercial companies, the 
third sector and others.

Before ordination, Paul 
worked at what is now Deloitte 
specialising in the Lloyd’s 
Market and his last post was in 
Winchester where he ran three 
parishes and was Area Dean.

Paul runs with a spaniel, cycles 
and, when out of London, 
enjoys surfing.  He is married 
to Paula, a teacher who is also 
a student, and they have three 
sons in their twenties.

As chaplain, Paul is looking 
forward to getting to know the 
Company better and is happy 
to meet for a chat, coffee or 
drink.  His mobile is 07877 
211307 and private email 
paulkennedy9@icloud.com
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It’s the Herdy Face which makes you 
smile!  Founded in 2007 by two 
inspirational designers, Spencer and 
Diane Hannah, and inspired by the 

Herdwick Sheep, Herdy has become the 
lovable personality and character brand 
for its birthplace, the English Lake District.  
Not content with being the lovable face 
on branded goods, “made to make ewe 
smile”, the brand has taken Herdy from 
the Hannahs’ four original shops in the 
Lake District to retail outlets from the 
Shetland Island to Cornwall.  And Herdy 
has ventured overseas – you can see, enjoy 
and buy products which carry the smiling 
face of Herdy in Japan, Australia, USA, 
Denmark, Portugal, Germany and even 
the Falkland Islands.

As visitors to the Herdy headquarters 
in Kendal soon find out, there is much 
more to Herdy than retail.  The company 
has a strong sense of corporate social 
responsibility, manufactures over 30% 
of its goods in the UK, has won Small 
Company of the Year with Business in the 
Community and supported sustainable 
upland fell farming projects and the 
Herdwick sheep through its charity, the 
Herdy Fund.

You may have caught a glimpse of Herdy 
this year at the Livery Fair and Sheep 
Drive.  The Herdy stall was a popular 
meeting place near the Monument and we 

were delighted that “Herdy came to the 
City “ in style.  As visitors discovered, 
the face of Herdy appears on mugs 
and tableware, stylish bags made from 
Herdwick wool and most recently on a 
UK handmade pocket sprung mattress, 
making sustainable, commercial use 
of Herdwick wool with its natural, 
hypoallergenic and body temperature 
regulating qualities. 

The Woolmen have plans to develop a 
partnership with Herdy.  Spencer and 

Diane will be our guests at the Alms 
Court Dinner in 2020 and Herdy, the 
Herdwick with the unique smile, is 
getting ready to lift your spirits once 
again at the 2020 Sheep Drive and Livery 
Fair to be held on Sunday, 27 September 
2020.

We welcome Spencer and Diane and of 
course Herdy.  Celebrating Herdwicks, 
the Worshipful Company of Woolmen 
looks forward to a long term relationship 
with Herdy.

On Tuesday, 5th November 2019, some 75 members of the 
Woolmen and the Bradford Textile Society, together with their 
guests, attended a social evening at The Bradford Club, organised 
by the Northern Livery Sub-Committee and jointly promoted 
by the Bradford Textile Society and the Worshipful Company of 
Woolmen. 

Our Master Mark Johnson gave an opening address promoting 
the Livery and its current relevance and a promotional brochure 
giving some information about The Worshipful Company and a 
Membership Application Form was taken away by many of the 
attendees.

The Master was followed by Caroline Hodgson, Liveryman and 
President-elect of the Bradford Textile Society, who took over and 
acted as MC for the evening.  Caroline is a double 2018 Woolmen 
Award Winner, having won a Woolmen award for most promising 
final year or postgraduate member of any university for study or 

research on any wool application as well as being the recipient 
of the joint Woolmen/Staple of England Innovation Award for 
innovation relating to production and design involving wool.  

Woolman Peter Ackroyd OBE introduced his film “Woven in 
Time”, which had its premiere at Wool Week 2019 in October.  
The film captures the history and processing of Merino wool 
in Yorkshire and prompted numerous questions from the very 
interested audience.  Before the event closed, Woolman Court 
Assistant and Chairman of the Charity Committee Peter Hullah 
promoted the Sheep Drive/Wool Fair for 2020 and showed a 
presentation of slides giving a snapshot of the event.

A very convivial and informative evening was had by all and 
from enquiries since received a potential Woolly member has 
materialised.

Our thanks to Robert Allan and his Northern team.

Northern Social Evening and “Woven in Time”

Wool is everywhere …..



On Sunday 18 August, 
Liverymen Andrew Henton 
and Rupert Hague-Holmes had 
the privilege of representing 

the Master and the Company at the City of 
London & North East Sector Army Cadet 
Force Annual Summer Camp at Longmoor.  
Our involvement as a Company stems 
from our affiliation with 43 Army Cadet 
Detachment, based in East Ham, which 
unit forms part of the Sector.  

The day was well attended by other Livery 
Companies, with 28 visitors ranging from 
the Ironmongers, Carmen, Tax Advisers, 
Glass Sellers, Gunmakers and Wax 
Chandlers, along with civic dignitaries 
from the Sector area.

In typical military fashion, the day was 
organised superbly, starting with the 
Sector Colonel Commandant’s briefing 
about the structure of the units within the 
Sector and the activities of the Cadets over 

the preceding year, followed by a Corps 
of Drums competition on the Parade 
square.  This was followed by lunch in the 
cookhouse, where we mingled freely with 
the Cadets.  Andrew and Rupert were 
impressed enormously by the Cadets’ 
enthusiasm, morale (they had been soaked 
the previous night out on exercise in 
the field!) and positive approach to the 
demands of Annual Camp.  One young 
Cadet announced that he didn’t intend 
going home because he was enjoying 
himself so much!

After lunch, they were escorted around 
the Camp to watch the Cadets engaged in 
various team building outdoor activities, 
including tackling the assault course, 
live firing on the ranges, a tug of war 
competition and “paint balling”.  The 
Master of the Ironmongers’ Company 
couldn’t resist the opportunity of donning 
a helmet, picking up a weapon and 
“splatting” various trees with paintballs, 
much to the amusement of the Cadets!

 The highlight of the day was the Final 
Parade.  The whole contingent (about 

180 Cadets and Staff) were paraded for 
the benefit of their visitors, with various 
awards made to the Cadets by both the 
Staff and Livery Companies present.  The 
standard of drill was high - the Cadets 
had clearly spent a lot of time rehearsing 
for this and the pride in what they were 
achieving shone through.  

During the 
Parade, Rupert 
was delighted 
to be able to 
present the 
new Woolmen’s 
Shield to Lance 
Bombardier 
Fane Martin, 
nominated as the 
best Cadet in our 
affiliated unit for 
2019.

 A thoroughly enjoyable day, a great 
opportunity to continue to build the 
relationship with our affiliated Cadet unit 
and the adult instructors responsible for 
the Sector, to meet representatives of other 
Livery Companies and see the benefits 
and life skills that the Army Cadet Force 
can give the youth of today.  It is the latter 
which makes our Company’s contribution, 
financial and otherwise, so compelling and 
rewarding.

Military Affiliations
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We heard from Managing Director 
Jonathan Young about the history 
from 1755 when it was a family 
business producing high quality 

carpets through the centuries for royal palaces, 
country houses and domestic homes.  More 
recently, after some ups and downs, the company 
became part of the H Dawson Wool group and 
there has been a move to the contract market, 
producing bespoke designs for hotels, institutions 
and transport.

We heard of the unique selling points of 
Axminster and their concentration on the use 
of wool.  The technique used for Axminster 
carpets allows the use of bright colours and wool 
offers all the advantages of a natural product 
– fire retardant, hard wearing, dirt resistant, 

Visit to Axminster Carpets  
and Westcott Farm

At the suggestion of IPM Andrew Dawson, a group of Liverymen and 
friends met in Axminster for a fascinating tour of the carpet factory
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durable and environmentally friendly, being 
100% renewable, 100% biodegradable and 100% 
sustainable.  In the factory we saw the huge looms 
fed from cones and bobbins of spun yarn weaving 
widths of up to 15 feet.  It was even possible to 
have two individual carpets woven side by side 
on one loom each for a different train company.  
There is some waste because of different widths 
but nothing is scrapped.  Axminster use their off 
cuts to make an underlay, recycling the wool onto 
a mesh base.

 The staff of a bright and airy design studio 
explained how they created ranges of commercial 
carpets but also how they recreated classic 
designs ready for loom by on-site visits, matching 
colours from their extensive library, measuring 
and tracing the originals to ensure every detail 
is exact.  With this information they are able to 
call on Dawson’s to provide yarns and spinners 
and dyers to match their specification.  A 
superb example of this work was a sample of the 
replacement circular carpet produced for the 
Royal Pavilion at Brighton.

Lesley and Roger  
Prior’s Merino Farm
Driving from Axminster to Westcott Farm at 
Oakford, we were able to enjoy the Devonshire 
countryside, ending down a very long and narrow 
lane at the farm where Lesley had prepared a film 
show with the history of her 15 years’ passion and 
dedication in developing scraggy sheep with very 
poor wool – a breed which had died out in this 
country some years ago because of cross-breeding 
– into a healthy flock of Merino sheep with the 
most luxurious fleece.  With co-operation from 
Australian breeders and importing embryos 
Lesley has developed this breed, being awarded 
the prestigious British Farming Silver Award for 
Sheep Innovator of the Year.  She is a member 
of the Australian Superfine Woolgrowers 
Association and was recently granted Associate 
membership of the Australian Association of 
Stud Merino Breeders  - the first ever outside 
Australia. Lesley is also a Council Member of 
The Campaign For Wool. She has given talks 
at The Oxford Real Farming Conference, the 
International Wool Textile Organisation and 
many other places, as well as appearing on BBC 
Radio 4’s Costing The Earth and Farming Today 
and most recently on the popular BBC TV 
programme, Countryfile.

 The Merino sheep is defined solely by its wool:  
Tellenby wool sits at the lower end of Superfine 
and much of it grades as Ultrafine.  Regular 
testing is carried out to international standards 
and the wool and sheep are classed regularly by 
Australian professionals.  Because of the years of 
almost scientific effort in reaching this standard, 
the flock is contained at the farm, protected from 
outside infection.  If it's winter the sheep are 
housed to keep them warm and when outside 
they enjoy over 60 acres of grassland.  They are 
sheared on site approximately every 8 months, 
depending on factors like lambing and age of 
sheep. Welfare at shearing is a priority and their 
shearers take time and the greatest care not to 
stress the sheep in any way.  The wool is currently 
sold direct to a retailer and processed mainly in 
the UK. 

Lesley’s preoccupation is WOOL, WOOL, 
WOOL and as she states, she has no interest in 
or intention of deviating to produce animals for 
meat.  We saw this year’s lambs, one year olds, 
two year olds but also many “senior” members 
of the flock as Lesley’s breed continue to produce 
the highest quality wool for up to 10+ years, after 
which they retire with dignity and in comfort at 
Westcott Farm.

ABOVE: Lesley Prior

RIGHT: Merino sheep 
enjoying their winter quarters 
at Lesley Prior’s farm



10 | The Woolman’s Newsletter | Winter 2019

This year the Master’s Weekend was 
held in and around the historic city 
of Ghent in the Flemish region of 
Belgium.  With its long tradition 
in the wool industry and being a 

major importer of wool from England during the 
Middle Ages, Ghent was an excellent choice for the 
Woolmen.  The weekend began on the Thursday 
with people arriving by car, ferry and train at 
various times and the majority booking into the 
excellent Hotel Harmony in the old town centre 
next to one of the canals.

Activities began that afternoon with a Belgian Beer 
tasting where we were treated to a spectacular tour 
by a delightful lady who came across from Brussels 
and experienced six different beers, ranging from 
Trappist monk beers to bitter yeast beers. Quite a 
nice warm up for dinner!

After a short walk we enjoyed a superb three-course 
meal at the nearby T’Klok Huys restaurant.  As we 
found out later in the trip, Ghent is a spectacular 
place to dine.

Saturday morning saw us up early and on the coach 
for our drive to Ypres and a visit to the First World 
War Battlefields in the Ypres Salient.  We picked up 
our guide Mark Smith, the well-known historian 
from the BBC Antiques Roadshow and a member 
of the Guild of Battlefield Guides.  As we drove to 
our first site, Mark gave us the background to the 
start of the First World War and the part that the 
battles in the Ypres Salient played throughout the 
whole war.

Our first visit was to the Essex Farm Cemetery 

which holds the graves of over 1,200 men, among 
them Rifleman Valentine Joe Strudwick, who was 
killed at the age of 15 years and 11 months on 14th 
January 1916.  The Cemetery was established next 
to a dressing station and Mark took us to see the 
concrete bunkers which still remain.  It is thought 
Canadian physician Lieutenant Colonel John 
McCrae wrote the war poem “In Flanders Fields” 
here after witnessing the burial of a friend.  A 
poignant start to the visit.

We then visited the ‘Yorkshire Trench’, a front line 
British trench system with dugouts which was 
excavated in the late 1990s and has been preserved 
in memory of the men whose remains were found 
during the excavation.  From here we then drove 
across what would have been No-Man’s Land 
to the Langemark German Military Cemetery 
which holds over 44,000 bodies.  After lunch at 
the Brothers in Arms café next to Polygon Wood 
we visited the Hertfordshire Regiment Memorial 
outside St Julian, where the regiment lost all of its 
officers and 75% of its men, killed or wounded 
within two hours.  From here we went on to 
the Cemetery at Tyne Cot which is the largest 
Commonwealth War Grave. 

 We continued with visits to the Messine Ridge 
Cemetery and the Menin Road South Military 
Cemetery, these last two made all the more moving 
as several members of the group had relatives 
buried there.  They were remembered with a short 
prayer and the placing of memorial crosses.

 We returned to Ypres for an early dinner where 
we thanked Mark for a fascinating tour where he 

The Master’s Weekend  
       Ghent September 2019

ABOVE FROM TOP: Belgian 
Beer tasting, BBC Antiques 
Roadshow presenter Mark 
Smith and a member of the 
Guild of Battlefield Guides
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managed to fit what normally takes three days into 
one.  

 After dinner we moved to the Menin Gate for the 
Last Post and ceremony during which a wreath was 
laid on behalf of the Woolmen by Court Assistant 
Peter Hullah, Liveryman Diana Farrington, and 
Steward Philip Hicks.  There was a large gathering 
as it was the 75th anniversary of both the liberation 
of Ypres by the Allies in 1944 and the restart of the 
sounding of the Last Post each evening which had 
been banned during the occupation.

  On Saturday morning after a short walk we 
boarded an antique barge where we enjoyed coffee 
and pastries as we meandered down the canals 
through Ghent and out into the countryside, 
enjoying a fine collection of stunning houses, all of 
which seemed to be unoccupied. 

We disembarked at a fine Michelin acclaimed 
restaurant, and celebrated Robert and Hilary Allan’s 
40th wedding anniversary.  A good time was had by 
all, especially as Robert paid for the wine!

Once back in Ghent, at 5.30 pm we dressed in 
Black Tie and were joined by our guest for the 
evening, His Excellency the Most Reverend Lucas 
Van Looy, Bishop of Ghent.  We met at the Quatre 
Mains Keyboard Centre where, with a glass or two 
of Champagne, we had a chance to admire some 
very expensive pianos, listen to some of our fellow 
Woolmen’s consorts play them fabulously and were 
entertained by not only the Bishop, but we also a 
lovely piano recital performed by Saya Endo.

From here we walked the short distance to what is 
said to be the oldest inn and restaurant in Ghent, 
the Sint Jorishof, where the Bishop said grace 
and we enjoyed a pleasant dinner with very local 
regional dishes.

On Sunday morning we walked to St Bravo’s 
Cathedral where we were met at the door by 
the Bishop who gave us a private tour of the 
Ghent Altarpiece ‘The Adoration of the Mystic 

Lamb’ which is considered to be a masterpiece of 
European Art and one of the world’s treasures.

Completed in 1432 by the brothers Hubert and Jan 
van Eyck, the Altarpiece consists of twelve interior 
panels and painted back panels.  The artwork is 
stunning and well worth a visit.  We were very 
privileged to be able to view it privately without 
the normal tourist crowds and the Bishop was very 
kind to have spent the time with us explaining 
the paintings to us.  We then took our places in 
the cathedral for the Joint Eucharist which was 
celebrated by the Bishop, who welcomed us during 
the service.  

 As well as the Livery, Robert and Hilary Allan, 
together with Harry and Diana Farrington 
were blessed, as it was also their 40th wedding 
anniversary.  Some of their wedding music was 
included in the service.  It’s amazing what one can 
achieve when two Bishops work together.

After the service we retired to an Italian restaurant 
called the Per Bacco where we had an excellent 
meal and were treated to some lovely wines chosen 
and provided by Harry and Diana to celebrate 
the occasion.  It was a fine ending to another very 
enjoyable Master’s Weekend. 



 

Dates for your Diary
Activity Date
Carol Service St Bartholomew and supper at Butchers’ Hall Tuesday 17th December 
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar  Tuesday 14th January
Alms Court Dinner Salters Hall Wednesday 15th January 
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 11th February
Shrove Tuesday Livery Pancake Race Guildhall Yard Tuesday 25th February 
Northern Dinner Merchant Taylors’ Hall York  Friday 6th March
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 10th March 
Visit to Red Arrows Lincolnshire (tickets available by silent auction) Tuesday 10th March 
United Guilds Service and lunch Friday 27th March 
Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch  Thursday 2nd April
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 14th April 
Installation Service and Dinner Butchers’ Hall Wednesday 22nd April 
Breakfast Meeting Introduction for recent and prospective members Thursday 23rd April 
Festival of Sons of the Clergy Tuesday 12th May
Royal Ulster Show Balmoral NI Wed 13th-Sat 16th May 
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 19th May
Henley Trip Friday 22nd May 
Northumberland County Show Monday 25th May 
Staffordshire County Show Wednesday 27th -Thursday 28th May 
Royal Bath and West Show  Thursday 28th-Saturday 30th May
Past Masters Lunch (Past Masters only) Athenaeum Pall Mall  Monday 1st June 
Royal Cornwell Show Thursday 4th-Sat 6th June
Ironbridge Livery Weekend 5th -7th June 
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 9th June
South of England Show Thursday 11th-Sat 13th June 
Summer Banquet Skinner’s Hall Wednesday 24th June
Election of Sheriffs Guildhall Wednesday 24th June 
Great Yorkshire Show 2020 Tuesday 14th -Thursday 16th July
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 14th July 
Royal Welsh Show 2020 Monday 20th -Thursday 23rd July
Masters Weekend Northern Ireland  3rd-6th September 
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 8th September
Sheriff’s Ball Guildhall Friday 18th September 
Sheep Drive over London Bridge Sunday 27th September 
Admission of the Sheriffs Monday 28th September 
Election of Lord Mayor  Tuesday 29th September
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 13th October 
Civic Court and Dinner Clothworkers’ Hall Wednesday 21st October
New Members Introductory Event TBC Oct/Nov 
Open Evening Old Shade Wine Bar Tuesday 10th November
Carol Service St Bartholomew and supper following TBC 
Court Dinner (Court and Stewards with partners) Wednesday 2nd December
Alms Court Dinner  Wednesday 20th January 2021


