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Message from the Master

irstly, thank you for allowing me to

be your Master this year. It's been an

amazing privilege and I feel that it

has been a good year - no, a fabulous
year, the atmosphere and involvement has been
extraordinary!

As I imply, we have achieved a lot, at a time
when the world is turning itself upside down.
We have, as a company, survived some difficult
times over our history and as long as we are
sensible we will continue to flourish. So,
apologies for cutting back some of our traditions
and indeed, our Installation Service and Dinner.

:
This year our membership has grown and added
diversity and a reducing age demographic. We
have had the Charity Commission agree to
allowing us to move our charitable trust across
to a charitable incorporated organisation. This
makes the charity a little more independent
from the company, which is the way of the world
in governance terms.

We have exceeded our budgeted headcount
attending all our dinners, we had a fabulous
Northern Banquet with record numbers of

the south attending and raised over £4,000 for
charitable giving at the dinner and our great day
out visiting the Red Arrows.

We have been more involved with our charitable
giving, appeared on Country File and had a
fabulous profitable Sheep Drive. )

L
None of this is made possible without our fellow

Liverymen aking part and getting imvolved and 1\l | QUR EFFORTS DO NOT GO UNNOTICED
ol e ctot Soshugefamiaente . EVERY LIVERY COMPANY, WITHOUT
All our efforts do not go unnoticed - every E><CEPT|ON’ SEES US AS A FRIENDLY,
livery company, without exception, sees us as a RELE\/ANT; AND CHARITABLE LIVERY.”

friendly, relevant, and charitable livery. We are
not big, but we punch well above our weight. have the misfortune of catching this virus.

Again, that’s down to all of you. I wish you all well, thank you again, and I look

Well, we set off on a new journey with your new  forward to seeing you with continued fellowship
Master and we look forward to enjoying another  later in the year.

positive year, albeit with a difficult start. Now

is a time to show our fellowship to each other,

although this is difficult when contact is not Since writing his message our Master has sadly
being allowed, at least in the short term. So our become ill with the Corona virus. We wish him,
thoughts are with each and every one of you as and all our members who may be suffering, a
we live though this, and hopefully none of us speedy recovery.
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News and Events

Northern
Banquet
Merchant
Taylors’

Hall, York

6 March 2020

On Friday evening, 6th March 2020,

105 members and guests including
members of The Staple assembled at the
ancient Merchant Taylors’ Hall in York
for our second Northern Banquet. This
historic building is a medieval guild

hall constructed by the Fraternity of

St John the Baptist in the fourteenth
century (when it was known as Tailours
Halle) and is a World Heritage Site. The
spectacular main hall is 60 x 30 feet with
a 30 foot ceiling and the panelling of
this dining hall is supposed to have been
unwanted by the Bank of England. More
recent renovations feature the stained
glass windows containing the Arms of
Honorary Freemen and benefactors and
there is the Renatus Harris Organ.

After an excellent meal we were
entertained by a pianist, soprano and
baritone, students from the Department of
Music, University of York.

Sadly, due to the Coronavirus we were not
able to have the Rose Water or Loving Cup
Ceremonies.

Woolman Tim Hare VLL introduced

“the guests” including our main guest,
Adrian Waddingham CBE. Following an
eloquent address, he proposed the toast
“The Worshipful Company of Woolmen
root and branch” coupled with the name
of The Master. The Master responded with
his thanks and also thanked Robert and
Hilary Allan (pictured right) for arranging
the event. All those who wished, then
retired for the Stirrup Cup.

ABOVE: Merchant
Taylors Hall

RIGHT: The Master
and his partner
Amanda with
principal guest
Adrian Waddingham
and Mrs
Waddingham

BELOW: Robert and
Hilary Allan

A Silent Auction was finalised on the
evening which raised in excess of £2,000
for the Company’s Charity account.

The general consensus was a very
enjoyable evening was had by all who
attended.

On the Saturday morning, for those who
had stayed overnight, some 20 people
enjoyed a most entertaining, informative
and interesting tour around York Minster
ably given by Dr Roger Potts.
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News and Events

Alms Court Dinner 2020

The dinner was held on

15 January at Salters’ Hall
following a Court meeting
at which 11 new Liverymen
were clothed.

The current Hall is The
Salters’ Company’s sixth
Hall; the fifth building
having been bombed in 1941
by German aircraft. The new
Hall was built in 1976 and is
a unique 4,200 sq m Brutalist
building that is striking and
modern in stature. In 2014

it was closed for a major
refurbishment programme
and re-opened in May

2016 after a £9 million
improvement project lasting
two-and-a-half years, part

of a wider redevelopment of
London Wall Place. The Hall
still retains a Grade II listed
status for its internal spaces.

The reception was held in
the Court Room, after which
we moved into the Main
Hall for a dinner of duck and
lamb with accompaniments
sourced from within the

UK, Salters’ Hall and their
catering partners being

dedicated to supporting local
suppliers. The Hall was full
to capacity, with the Gallery
having to be brought into
use, an indication of how
well supported and popular
are our white tie dinners.
After the usual formalities of
Sung Grace, Loving Cup and
toasts, we were entertained
with music by students from
the Guildhall School of
Music.

Guests were welcomed by
Upper Warden Alderman
Vincent Keaveny and
included Sheriffs Michael
Mainelli and Christopher
Hayward, Master Tobacco
and Pipemaker, Master
Draper, Master Feltmaker
and Master Engineer.

The Master, who was
accompanied by his partner

Amanda and other family
members, took wine with
the new Liverymen. The
principal guest Mark Smith,
accompanied by his wife
Helen, responded and gave
a fascinating talk. Those
members who were on

the Master’s Weekend had
met Mark at the Menin
Gate; others knew him as
an expert on the Antiques
Roadshow. He quoted
staggering figures on the
size of the armies in the First
World War - Germany 7
million, France 4 million,
Britain 112,000 - but also
related how women were
mobilised in factories. He
wanted to relate war to
wool and amused us by
pointing out an essential
piece of equipment for a
fighting force — socks -
when 82 million pairs were
manufactured and supplied.

A Stirrup Cup provided

an opportunity to catch up
with other members and
ended a most successful and
enjoyable evening.

New Liverymen

Gill Dawson is very well
known to our Livery being
wife and consort to IPM

Andrew Dawson. Born in
Huddersfield, Gill attended
Wentworth School, Pen Rhos
College, the Regional College
of Art in Bradford, the North
of England Secretarial College
and the Tante Marie Cordon

Bleu College in Woking. As
well as being a magistrate on
the Huddersfield Bench for 15
years, Gill has been involved
in numerous charities
including Huddersfield
Hospital League of Friends;
board member, non-executive
director and chairman of the
Huddersfield Hospital Trust;
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chairman of Huddersfield
NSPCC Young League.

She is also a member of

the Huddersfield Theatre
Company and Northern
Branch of the Arts Council.
Her current interests are
country sports, walking,
travel, theatre, music, sailing
and skiing.

Jeremy Hill

Liveryman
Jeremy Hill
passed away !
suddenlyon
13 March. )
He was
introduced
to the
Woolmen
by Kevin Barwick, who pays this
tribute:

"I first met Jeremy shortly after I
became a partner in my firm, RSM
back in 1989 when he introduced
me (then he was at Ashurst Morris
Crisp) to what was my first ever
audit win in that elevated role and
I continued to act for his client
until about two years ago. So if
for no other reason, Jeremy always
held a special place in my life/
career.

So we knew each other for a long
while and clearly, following being a
guest of mine at a company livery
dinner, he grasped the opportunity
to become a liveryman himself
too. I am so pleased to have met
Jeremy’s wife Fiona twice at least
at these dinners so a truly heartfelt
message that Fiona and their
family are in my thoughts.

Jeremy was such a kind and
professional man and being a
true City Gent was well suited to
the livery sector. I shall miss his
company.’




New Liverymen comine.

Ann Hullah,
born in London

s

but now living

in Lancashire, |
is known to

members of *
the Livery

particularly for

her sterling work with husband
Peter organising the 2019

Sheep Drive. With an MBA

in Education Management
Studies from Lincoln University,
Ann has been involved as a
consultant in education and

a bursar, in both a salaried

and voluntary capacity; in this
country and Khartoum.

Nicholas
Hinde, a retired
schoolmaster,
was educated

at St Joseph's
College,
London and -
was an exhibitioner at Jesus
College, Oxford where he
studied Modern and Medieval
Languages. During his long
career at Felstead School he

was variously Head of English,
Head of Spanish, Master of

the Scholars, Head of Modern
Languages and Senior Master.
Nicholas has been a frequent
world traveller, enjoys opera and
choral events and is a Friend of
the Royal Academy.
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Amelia Dalton is an author
and a keen

naturalist with -4, \&,
apassionate 5% I‘E /
interest in -
botany. She

cruised the

West Coast of Scotland for the
National Trust in a Danish
fishing boat and her book gives
a vivid account of the pitfalls
and triumphs of an English girl
establishing a business amongst

the fishing communities of the
Hebrides. In 2004 Amanda
established her own travel
company specialising in luxury
yacht expeditions, group

tours and individual travel.
Amanda is a Fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society, a member
of the Royal Botanic Gardens
Kew, the V&A, British Museum
and Art Fund.

Paul Marsden

is a financial 4
consultant

living in Purley-
on-Thames.

Educated

at the John

Fisher School, in Paris and at
Wadham College, Oxford where
he obtained an MA in Modern
Languages, Paul worked in
banking and was a director of
private equity operations in
Spain, Italy and South Africa.
His interests include travel,
music, wine and theology and
he is a Trustee of Aid to the

Church in Need.
s

N

Born in
Scotland, Jane
Barker has
specialised in
planning and
environmental
issues in the
horticultural and agriculture
sector with local and national
authorities as well as lecturing
in Rural Planning and
Environmental Management

at Bradford University. She
currently lives in the Lake
District where she combines
her post of Professor in Practice
at the University of Cumbria
with running a hill farm and
breeding Whitefaced Woodland
sheep.

The daughter of an international
banker, Jennifer McLaughlin

was born in Iraq

and brought up EAL ™S
overseas. She L " :E: ’
holds a MA in wd
Education from e

Bath University

and as an army wife has
experience of working overseas
both in Forces schools and
International schools, latterly as
Principal. After spending many
years in the Far East and Europe,
Jennifer now lives in Wiltshire
where she enjoys many country
pursuits and is a guide at

Salisbury Cathedral.
]

of Guernsey. 5 u
Educated in

Bath and at

Winchester

and Kingston Universities,

he holds a postgraduate

Marc Farror
is a resident

diploma in Marketing as well

as a diploma in International
Trust Management. Skilled

in both financial services

and marketing, alongside his
professional career Marc sits as
a Director on the Commandery
of St John in Guernsey.

Trevor George F 3 '
is a graduate of e
Kings College

London and

practiced Law

in the North

East and the Midlands and

was a founder member of the
East Midlands branch of the
Society of Trust and Probate
Practitioners. He continues

to be involved with various
charities in Northamptonshire.
Trevor enjoys fell walking,
particularly in the Peak District
where he and his wife Pat own a
holiday home and is interested
in music, history, art and
literature.

James Cohen is
already known :

by Woolmen, m
being the son

of Manny

Cohen, but is

very much his own man! James
has two degrees in Finance

and currently works in Asset
Management. He enjoys
outdoor pursuits and playing
rugby at the weekend.

Born in London
Omar Asfar
attended the
Strake Jesuit
College,

-F

Collingham

College, University of Oxford,
the London School of Oriental
and African Studies and the
University of Law. Heis a

Past Master (2017-18) of the
Guild of Young Freemen and a
lawyer specialising in tax. After
various internships including
the House of Commons, he
joined Linklaters and then Irwin
Mitchell Solicitors. Omar’s
interests include opera, ballet
and running.

Apprentices

At a ceremony at the
Chamberlain’s Court in October
we were delighted to have Anna
and James Doherty, our newest
apprentices, bond to their father
Brian. They were paid their first
year's salary of two peppercorns!
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Master Elect Alderman

Sir David Wootton

ir David was born in 1950, into a family

of teachers, and brought up in Bradford,

Yorkshire: hence his interest in wool and

his delight at the honour and privilege of
serving as our Master. He was educated at Bradford
Grammar School, where he began his love of
rowing, and at Jesus College, Cambridge, reading
Classics and Law and spending much time....
rowing.

He is married to Lady (Liz) Wootton, a teacher, and
they have four children - no teachers - and seven
grandchildren. Liz and David live in Sevenoaks,
with two border collies, two cats and with a
daughter, son-in-law and their two children next
door.

Sir David was the 684th Lord Mayor of the City

of London, in 2011-2012. He has been Alderman
for the Ward of Langbourn since 2005 and served
as Sheriff in 2009-2010. He is Chairman of the
General Purposes Committee of Aldermen, which
oversees the work of the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs
and the Court of Aldermen and the operations of
Mansion House and the civic side of the Central
Criminal Court, the Old Bailey. He also chairs the
Freedom Applications Committee, which regulates
applications for the Freedom of the City.

As Lord Mayor, Sir David led business delegations
to 27 countries to promote UK business. He

received leading overseas government ministers,
politicians and business leaders at Mansion House
and hosted State Banquets at Guildhall. He received
the Royal family in the City, particularly at the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in June

2012. At the London Olympics and Paralympics
2012, he hosted senior government representatives
from overseas and presented medals at a number of
Paralympic events, including the wheelchair cycling
at Brands Hatch and the wheelchair basketball at
the Excel: he noticed that the gold and bronze
medal winners were always thrilled and the silver
medallists unable to conceal their disappointment

- so near and yet... He also....rowed in Zurich,
Buenos Aires and on the 2016 Olympic rowing
course in Rio de Janeiro and presented the prizes at
Henley Royal Regatta, of which he is now a Steward.
During his year as Lord Mayor he promoted wool,

“...HE NOTICED THAT
THE GOLD AND BRONZE
MEDAL WINNERS WERE
ALWAYS THRILLED AND
THE SILVER MEDALLISTS
UNABLE TO CONCEAL
THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT
— SO NEAR AND YET. ..




with a continual display of British wool
clothes on mannequins in the public
rooms of Mansion House. He also did his
bit for British ceramics, with exhibitions
of new pottery and china wear: his
mother came from Bradford, but his
father from Stoke-on-Trent!

Professionally, Sir David is a lawyer. He
was a partner in Allen & Overy LLP,

the international law firm, from 1979

to 2015, advising on corporate finance
transactions: mergers and acquisitions,
takeovers, Stock Exchange flotations,
joint ventures, corporate restructurings,
corporate governance and the like.

He sits as a magistrate on the Central
London bench, is an Honorary Bencher
of Gray’s Inn, and has been President of
the City of London Law Society. He is
also a member of the International Law
Committee, in which lawyers and judges
advise the Government on what to do to
protect and promote the UK legal sector in the face
of, for example, Brexit. He was Co-Chairman of
the board organising the Global Law Summit - the
“legal piece” of the Magna Carta 800th anniversary
celebrations - in London in February 2015.

In the business world, Sir David is on the Board

of TheCityUK and is President of the City of
London Branch of the Institute of Directors. He is a
Director of the Saudi British Joint Business Council
UK and The International Dispute Resolution
Centre, which houses arbitrations and public
enquiries in London.

Sir David’s involvement in the public service and
charity sectors includes his being Chairman of

the Trustees of Morden College in Blackheath, a
residential care home for the elderly set up by a
Lord Mayor of the City in the 17th century and now
housing 350 of our most deserving citizens, average
age 81 and thus facing special challenges and huge
effort against the virus, and Chairman of the Board
of Local Partnerships LLP, a joint venture between
the Treasury and local government assisting local
authorities to do better the things they don’t already
have the skills to do. His rowing background takes
him to be a Trustee of the Oxford and Cambridge
Rowing Foundation, which provides funds for the
University Boat Races. Following but through his
role as Lord Mayor he was Governor (ie Chairman)
of The Honourable the Irish Society, a body set

up by King James I in 1613 to oversee the City

of London’s involvement in Northern Ireland

“SIR DAVID

IS A KEEN
LVERYMAN
AND IS A
MEMBER OF
ANUMBER
OF OTHER
COMPANIES.
HE IS
PRESIDENT OF
LANGBOURN
WARD CLUB,
HIS WARD,
AND A PAST
PRESIDENT
OF THE CITY
LIVERY CLUB"

at a difficult time, and now a charity
supporting community projects there:
David has developed a liking for that
beautiful part of the world, hence his
wish that his Master’s Weekend take us
there in September.....if that turns out to
be possible.

Sir David’s other interests include the
arts. He is Chairman of the Board of
Northern Ballet, that wonderful, world-
leading ballet company based in Leeds,
and a member of Glyndebourne and
Garsington Opera. He was a Trustee
of the National Opera Studio, and was
Chairman of the Board of the Charles
Dickens Museum in Bloomsbury at the
time of the 200th anniversary of Charles
Dickens’s birth in 2012.

In the education field he is delighted to
be a Governor of Bradford Grammar
School, that magnificent instrument of
social mobility which opened up the
world for him. He is also Vice President of King
Edward's School, Witley, in Surrey, a school with
long historical links to the City and a mission to
educate those from underprivileged backgrounds,
and a Governor of Goodenough College, a hall

of residence and community in London for post-
graduate students from other countries: British soft
power.

Sir David is a keen Liveryman and is a member
of a number of other companies. He is President
of Langbourn Ward Club, his Ward, and a past
President of the City Livery Club.

Sir David was made a Knight Bachelor in 2013

for services to legal business, charity and the City
of London. He is an Honorary Doctor of Laws of
City University, London, an Honorary Doctor of
Staffordshire University — that Stoke connection

- and an Honorary Fellow of his college, Jesus
College, Cambridge, and of the Guildhall School
of Music and Drama, one of the world’s leading
conservatoires, (“HonFGS”).....and a Knight of
Grace of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital
of St John of Jerusalem, the charity which sits over
the St John’s Ambulance!

David and Liz are very much looking forward to the
year. He is honing his electronic communication
skills and becoming expert in Skype, Teams, Zoom,
Blue Jeans and the like. They hope to be able to
enjoy the company of all our members in the flesh
before too long and in the meantime hope everyone
stays safe, or, depending, recovers quickly.
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The Bicentenary
Celebrations of The Bombay

Sappers and Miners

The Bombay Sappers and Miners were formed in 1820 and was one of the
premier Regiments of the Indian Army during the Second World War.

y father, Colonel John Clark MC and

bar, commanded 92 Field Company

Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners

in Burma and South Indo-China
from January 1943 to January 1946 at such notable
events as the Battle of Imphal, the crossing of the
Irrawaddy and the crossing of the Chindwin, and
then reconstructing the infrastructure of Saigon after
the war had ended.

Janet and I accepted the invitation to attend their
bicentenary celebrations at the Bombay Engineering
Group, Kirkee, Pune to honour the memory of my
father, who died in 1993. All the administrative
arrangements in India were made for us by the
Indian Army and included setting up a WhatsApp
group beforehand so we could communicate with the
four other families that had been invited and share
our family histories, as well as receive information
about the visit from the organisers. These excellent
administrative and hosting arrangements included

a SUV and driver for each family group; a host who
acted as a guide and interpreter when necessary; and
a mobile phone pre-loaded with the necessary phone
numbers, so we were never far from assistance if we
needed it. But we didn’t, because everything worked
wonderfully and there were no problems.

The party consisted of Major David Young MC, a
spritely 98 year old veteran of the Burma campaign,
accompanied by his two nephews, Chris and Patrick;
Paul Diaper, son of Burma veteran Ralph Diaper,
accompanied by his son and daughter, Ryan and
Dani; Chris Greet, son of Captain R Greet, veteran
of the Burma campaign, with his wife Judith; Alan
Channer whose father served with the Bombay
Sappers and Miners in India; and Janet and me.

We were met at Mumbai airport by our hosts and
guides and were presented with bouquets of the
most beautiful orchids and other exotic flowers. The
150-kilometre road journey to Pune took three-and-
a-half hours because of congestion in the towns and
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Soldiers of the Bombay Sappers and Miners: Havildar, Subedar, Naik and Sepoy.
Their uniform is very much on the British pattern, here shown with ‘puttees’ and
hobnatled boots. The Mules on the vight, carried the specialist equipment of

these Engineering Unis,

(From a Photograph by Frank Bremner c. 1895)

“WE WERE
MET AT
MUMBAI
AIRPORT BY
OUR HOSTS
AND GUIDES
AND WERE
PRESENTED
WITH
BOUQUETS
OF THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL
ORCHIDS AND
OTHER EXOTIC
FLOWERS’

cities and the hairpin bends that wind through the
hills. The first evening we were invited to dinner by
the Commandant of the Bombay Engineering Group
and Centre, Brigadier MJ Kumar and his wife. The
red carpets were rolled out on the barrack square
and we were escorted to very comfortable seats to
listen to an open-air symphony orchestra concert by
the Bombay Sappers Band and bagpipers as the sun
went down. The Colonel Commandant Bombay
Sappers, Lieutenant General Michael Matthews was
present, and after a short wait the guest of honour
arrived, Lieutenant General Navarane, Chief of

the Army Staff of the Indian Army. The repertoire
included well known western pieces as well as
themes from Bollywood films. One of the highlights
- in more ways than one - was the bagpipers, who
were highlighted by strings of blue LEDs.

After the concert we went to the reception and a
tour of Pioneer House, the Commandant’s official
residence, guided by the Commandant and his wife.



After the reception we sat down to a dinner for 690
people. Our party was very well looked after by

our hosts and we met many officers of the Bombay
Sappers and their wives who welcomed us warmly
into their Bombay Sapper family. Aware that we
were to have an early start the next morning, we
avoided the temptation to trip the light fantastic into
the early hours to the music of the dance band and
our transport returned us to our hotel.

The following morning, we found the barrack square
had been transformed overnight. The staging for
the band had vanished and tiers of seating had

been erected for spectators. We were led along
more red carpets to comfortably upholstered chairs
and had an excellent view of the proceedings. As

we were making ourselves comfortable, an officer
approached Janet and asked her if she would cut

the commemorative cake on behalf of the Bombay
Sappers after the parade, and of course she was
delighted to accept. He must have been attracted by
the Woolmen’s brooch she was wearing!

The parade was magnificent and ran on familiar
lines. The Bombay Sappers band played six
companies of troops onto the square, including

a Sikh Company in bright yellow turbans and a
recruit company in lighter uniforms, and the colour
party, as we waited for the arrival of the Inspecting
Officer. The arrival of General Naravane included

a short ceremony at the War Memorial where he
laid a wreath while the soldiers on the four corners
reversed arms and a short silence was held, and all
the spectators stood to attention and turned to face
the memorial. General Navarane was invited to
inspect the troops and mounted a specially adapted
car with a saluting platform on which he stood with
the Commandant behind him and the Commanding
Officer (Colonel Sumeet Vishishth) at the rear. The
vehicle slowly drove down the front rank and back
up to the saluting dais where they all disembarked.
The troops advanced in Review Order for a final
general salute, and General Navarane addressed the
troops in stirring terms. Thenina moving ceremony,
the widow of a soldier who had been awarded a
gallantry medal presented her late husband’s medals
to the Bombay Sappers. Then, most unexpectedly
of all to the guests, there was a dramatic fly past by
three Indian Airforce Sukhoi Su-30MKI fast jets.

As the General left the parade, Janet was whisked
away to meet him and the other senior generals and
perform her cake-cutting duties, which of course
she did impeccably. We were all invited to have tea
and cake with the generals and then a series of group
photographs were taken, which included one of all
the guests from the UK with the generals. We were

invited to see the
Group Museum,
where the exhibits
and displays were
most interesting
and covered

the activities of
the Regiment
throughout their
history. They have
been involved

in four major
conflicts since the
Second World
War as well as UN
peace-keeping
roles and disaster
relief activities. I was particularly interested in the
Burma campaign and the display included mention
of 92 Field Company, my father’s command.

ABOVE: No.2 Company,
Bombay Sappers and
Miners, China.

That evening we attended the Celebration Dinner,
which was another huge occasion in the Kirkee
Officers Mess for about 1,000 people. We were shown
round the mess and were intrigued by the silver
room and the closed-up entrance of the tunnel that
linked the old bar to the Commandant’s bedroom

in Pioneer House. We saw the original dining room
which could seat 80 people with a 70-foot punkah
down the middle, gently wafting cool air round the
room. Then we were shown the silent mechanism
which operated it by means of pulleys and an electric
motor — no human intervention required! We

were also shown round the grounds and had the
sporting prowess of the Bombay Sappers and their
Paralympian training programme explained to us.

As our hosts were preparing to take us into dinner,
the Commandant asked me to sit with General
Navarane on the top table. I found myself sat
opposite the General on a small table of six with a
young Colonel and the wives of four officers. The
conversation roamed around many topics including
Brexit, getting the younger generations involved in
services at Guderas and Churches, how the disparate
parts of India differed in language and culture, the
difficulties of moving troops in wartime Burma and
the use of mules, and how the taking of Mandalay by
the British in 1945 should be used as the basis for a
Staff College exercise.

“WE SAW THE
ORIGINAL
DINING ROOM
WHICH
COULD SEAT
80 PEOPLE
WITH A
70-FOOT
PUNKAH
DOWN THE
MIDDLE,
GENTLY
WAFTING
COOL AR
ROUND THE
ROOM’

The celebrations complete, we returned to Mumbai
and then home, having made some good friends
among the Bombay Sappers and the other guests,
and with some very happy memories of a unique
event in the history of the Indian Army.

Lt Col (Rtd) William ] H Clark
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isit to the Red Arrows

10 March 2020

he day started the night before with dinner at the Wig

& Mitre, a traditional English pub situated in the heart

of historic Lincoln, where Simon Meade, (an old friend

of the Master and a previous Red 1) gave an after dinner
talk of how to seek excellence when flying 3 - 4 feet apart at 400
mph and every year, your most experienced pilots rotate out of
the squadron.

On awaking Tuesday morning, we gathered in the lobby of our
hotel, awaiting the Master to arrive with the minibus to transport
us to RAF Scampton. This was the airfield that the famous
Dambusters flew from. On the way to the airfield we all took a
keen interest in the weather as we looked forward to the highlight
of the day, watching the Arrows practice.

On arriving we were welcomed by Flight Lieutenant James Turner

Red 4) who gave us a presentation on the histor
E)f the I){ed Argrows, whE were created in 1964 as zn “THE POST FLIGHT BRIEFING WAS MOST UNLIKE
all-RAF team, replacing a number of unofficial teams ~ ANY MEETING | HAVE Al THE OFFICE; THE PILOTS
that had been sponsored by RAF commands. Whils'f GAVE FEEDBACK ON THEIR OWN PERFORMANCE
known throughout the World as the Red Arrows their AND WHEN THEY WATCHED THE FILM OF THEIR
FLIGHT EACH PILOT WAS KEEN TO CALL OUT THEIR

official name is the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team.

Since 1966, the team has had nine display pilots each
year, all volunteers. Pilots must have completed one
or more operational tours on a fast jet such as the
Tornado, Harrier, or Typhoon, have accumulated at least 1,500
flying hours, and have been assessed as above average in their
operational role to be eligible. Even then, more than ten pilots
apply for each place on the team. Pilots stay with the Red Arrows
for a three-year tour of duty. Three pilots are changed every year,
such that normally three first-year pilots, three second-year pilots,
and three in their final year are on the team. The team leader also
spends three years with the team. The 'Boss), as he is known to the
rest of the team, is always a pilot who has previously completed a
three-year tour with the Red Arrows.

Starting promptly at 10am, we were privileged to attend the pre-
flight briefing where Squadron Leader Martin Pert (Red 1) briefed
the pilots on the conditions of the day and talked through the
flying to be done. The pilots practiced their radio transmissions
and talked through various fault scenarios where one pilot gave
another pilot a fault scenario and the second pilot talked through
what he would do, without hesitation.

We then made our way out onto the airfield and watched the
Arrows take off. There were just the 13 of us plus Squadron
Leader Adam Collins (Red 10), who gave us a commentary and
explained what was happening in the air. 'Red 10, who is the
team supervisor, is a fully qualified Hawk pilot who flies the tenth
aircraft when the Red Arrows are away from base. This means

the team have a reserve aircraft at the display site. Red 10's duties
include co-ordination of all practices and displays and acting as
the team's ground safety officer. Red 10 often flies TV cameramen
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and photographers for air-to-air pictures of the Red Arrows and
also provides the commentary for all of the team's displays.

The Arrows, build up their display over many months and had
only just started flying with all nine Arrows. We saw the first half
of their standard display twice, which finished with their famous
tornado display. We joined the Arrows on the flight line for a
photo opportunity , returning to the Briefing Room.

The post flight briefing was most unlike any meeting I have at the
office; the pilots gave feedback on their own performance and
when they watched the film of their flight each pilot was keen to
call out their own faults. A real "'no blame" culture.

Following a very enjoyable light lunch with the pilots in the Crew
Room we were advised that due to strong winds there would be
no flying in the afternoon. Thus we made our way to the hanger
to talk to the engineering staff and were able to get up close to the
Hawk aircraft. The Hawk is a British single-engine, jet-powered
advanced trainer aircraft first flown in 1974 and not due to go out
of service to 2030. Speaking with the engineering team it became
clear that they liked working on the Hawks as, due to their age,
there is an absence of electronics!

The day ended with the Master expressing our thanks for a

very enjoyable day and presented Squadron Leader Martin Pert
(Red 1) with some Woolmen gifts and a contribution to the Red
Arrows charitable fund. The Arrows responded with goodie bags
for us all. We ended the day by discovering that the Arrows have
no association with a Livery company, so watch this space!






Forthcoming Events 2020
Cancelled or Postponed

Installation Service and Dinner St Wednesday 22nd April CANCELLED
Sepulchre Newgate and Butchers’ Hall

Breakfast Meeting Introduction for Thursday 23rd April CANCELLED
recent and prospective members

Royal Ulster Show Balmoral NI Wed 13th-Sat 16th May POSTPONED
Northumberland County Show Monday 25th May CANCELLED
Manor of Sal Lunch (Court Members only) | Tuesday 26th May POSTPONED

Staffordshire County Show

Wednesday 27th -Thursday 28th May

PROBABLY TO BE CANCELLED

Tuesday 14th -Thursday 16th July

OR POSTPONED
Royal Bath and West Show Thursday 28th-Saturday 30th May POSTPONED
Past Masters Lunch (Past Masters only) Monday 1st June POSTPONED
Athenaeum Pall Mall
Royal Cornwell Show Thursday 4th-Sat 6th June POSTPONED
Ironbridge Livery Weekend 5th -7th June CANCELLED
Three Counties Show Friday 12th- Sun 14th June NEW SHOW CANCELLED
Woolmen North v South Golf Match Monday 15th -Tuesday 16th June PROBABLY TO
Greetham Valley BE POSTPONED
Royal Highland Show Edinburgh Thursday 18th - Sunday 21st June CANCELLED
Summer Banquet Wednesday 24th June CANCELLED
Skinner’s Hall
Great Yorkshire Show CANCELLED
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FRONT COVER IMAGE: With thanks to Barbara Seamark for our cover photo of the newest additions to her
North of England Mule flock. Perhaps we will see them again at the Sheep Drive!
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