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SEED FABRIC:

The Eternal Value of an
Ephemeral Cloth

T

he Eternal Value of an Ephemeral Cloth' builds on our innate
dependance on both textiles and nature and brings them together to
explore new possibilities in the field of textile design. It is an attempt to
redefine the human-nature relationship by bringing two essential things that
are rarely seen together- seeds and textiles.
Often, when we buy clothing or other textile products, we are unaware of the
lifecycle of the textile- where is it coming from and where it will end up after use. I
was curious to break the norm by creating a piece of textile that would enable users
to engage, grow, compost and eventually, make the fabric a part of their
surroundings rather than of landfills. During my research at Chelsea College of Arts,
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I discovered how wonderful wool fibres are. Not only are they biodegradable but
also self-cleaning, air-purifying and a major source of nitrogen- which is excellent
for soil and plants.
My final collection is divided into 2 series which explain the experimental journey of
the ‘Seed Fabric’. The first part is inspired by a ‘soil-to-soil’ approach, where the
seeds are dormant in the fabric and can be activated when needed. The second
part of my collection depicts the concept of seeds as an expressive part of the
fabric, inspired during the pandemic.

Being in an enclosed space during the UK lockdown, I realised the importance of
the indoor environment as well as mental well being. This opened a whole new area
of experimentations like green curtains to growing panels for interiors. The series
explores biophilic design through textiles and depicts the fabric as an engaging,
dynamic material whilst improving the indoor environment.
This project allowed me to investigate a rather unconventional concept of
embedding a short-lived element into textiles. Even though my work, at the
moment, is conceptual, I feel that there is a greater potential to this idea where
seeds in textiles could be insecticides, aromatherapy and green manure amongst
many other qualities. The fabric could also help in improving the local biodiversity
with wild flower seeds and attract the bees for pollination.
I would like to thank The Worshipful Company of Woolmen for their support and
their generous contribution to make this project possible. Moving forward, I want to
test the ‘use-phase ‘of the fabric and collaborate with other designers to develop
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the concept further. The journey of constant exploration and development has
opened-up fresh perspectives in the field of textile design and I believe it is just the
beginning.
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Collection made with wool and linen
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Wheatgrass growing on a piece of wool and linen sample

Growing green curtain made with wool and chia seeds.
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