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mechanical, photo copying, recording or otherwise, without prior consent. Every care is taken when compiling
editorial and the Worshipful Company of Woolmen can accept no responsibility for errors and omissions arising
from publication. Views expressed and information contained in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of
the Editor, editorial staff and contributors of the Worshipful Company of Woolmen who cannot therefore be
held responsible for any reason arising therefrom. Neither the Editor nor the Worshipful Company of Woolmen
endorse any services or products appearing in this issue.

Welcome

This edition of our Newsletter is somewhat different
in that for months we have had very few events where
we could meet up in person and although we really
have had a period of worry and anxiety, we have
learned to cope.

Scientists from Imperial College have predicted
510,000 deaths with this epidemic but they had
predicted in 2001 up to 150,000 deaths from Foot

& Mouth disease - the actual was less than 200, and
up to tens of thousands from Mad Cow disease — the
actual was 177. Let us hope their performance record
continues.

The new buzzwords are SOCIAL DISTANCING and
HAND SANITISER is the new “must have” accessory.
We have questioned whether to shake hands -
definitely not, but bump elbows? — not really!!

NHS hospitals were under tremendous pressure,
even overwhelmed. Elderly in-patients were sent
home to free up hospital beds, only to find many who
had caught the virus in hospital took it back to their
care homes. Now we have the Nightingale Hospitals
established and ready to ease this position in the
event of further outbreaks.

We experienced panic buying, queues at
supermarkets with empty shelves — flour, meat, all
gone — even toilet paper! But it is proved that there
are adequate supplies.

Face to face meetings have been curtailed but we have
all turned to Zoom and been able to conduct our
business, many people experiencing benefits from
working at home. Through this medium and Skype
many have been able to keep in touch with family
and loved ones. We have, however, become flies on
the wall, looking at backgrounds to examine other
people’s kitchens, living rooms and even bedrooms!

In March our Prime Minister was tested for COVID
but at least that was POSITIVE.

Throughout all these situations and the limitations
of lockdown, we have been able to maintain our
fellowship and engage with members and we must
look for imaginative ways to continue doing so
through the autumn and make opportunities to meet
either virtually or face to face.

FRONT COVER IMAGE:

Master William Scott tending his grandfather’s
sheep in Goodworth Clatford




Message from the Master

COVID-19 and the City of London

e read daily that one of the
effects of the pandemic will
be the demise of the city or
town centre: people will,
we are told, not travel in
to work, shop, enjoy entertainment, socialise,
but will stay at or near home. The starkest
comments are reserved for the City of London,
where commentators walk the streets, see few
people or none, and conclude, “it’s the end”

It isn't: the apocalyptics conflate physical
absence with non-existence. City businesses

are buildings- and office-based and already
made huge use of electronic communication;
many needed to function outside normal office
working hours and their staff were equipped

for remote working; so that, with the mass
discovery of Zoom and equivalents - already
widely used in international businesses — the
switch to WFH - working from home - came
easily and naturally.....and it works! Office

and trading-floor based City businesses are
working well and the City’s financial markets -
Stock Exchange, insurance, commodities - are
functioning as well as ever and - you won't find
this easily in the newspapers — producing record
amounts of bank lending and investment capital
for hard-pressed commerce and industry.

WFH doesn’t work for everyone: many

don’t have the space or quiet at home to

work properly; many don’t have the wifi or
bandwidth; businesses which depend on the
office worker are really suffering. It's much
harder for the professions to supervise and
instruct their trainees and junior staff, and there
is increasing evidence of the effects on what
we now call mental health of the stresses and
strains of working in isolation or away from
colleagues for a lengthy period. The social and
human sides of “normal” life do have great
benefits: WFH works with people you already
know, much less clearly with those you don’t.

We also read that City, and London, businesses
have been slower to return to the office

“WHEN THE
PANDEMIC IS OVER
AND WE ARE FREE
AGAIN TO MOVE
AND GATHER AS
WE LIKE, THE
‘CLUSTER EFFECT”
THAT DRAWS
TOGETHER
PEOPLE WITH

A COMMON
INTEREST WILL
REASSERT ITSELF

than in other countries. If true, it’s because

we are quicker to see the opportunities for,
and to adapt to, new ways of working while
maintaining continuity of service, and because
more people commute longer distances into
London than into other centres abroad, so that
the balance of travelling time and office time is
different in any event.

When the pandemic is over and we are free
again to move and gather as we like, the
“cluster effect” that draws together people with
a common interest will reassert itself. There
will be difference: more flexibility, more on the
screen, more “at home”. But there will always
be a physical centre of operations in each
business, and those centres of operations will
be near other centres. Property developers are
sensing this: they are not abandoning their
plans for new City buildings; they are changing
the format, the internal design, so that new
buildings work a different way. So it’s not the
end: it’s a different future.

Your Master?...lives in a detached house with

a garden; one of his daughters, son-in-law and
their two small children live next door, and

Liz and he are a single household with them;
bandwidth is good and everything is delivered
- by people who aren’t working from home!
Why would he ever want to leave? What’s not to
like? All day every day on the screen and at the
keyboard, the absence of “real” human contact,
the sense that others are less well-placed and/or
don’t have the choice to work at home that I do,
the growing feeling of the indiscipline effect of
not having to put a suit on and dress properly,
and may other reasons.....

L, for one, look forward to a resumption of
normal service, however adapted....and in
any event I like commuting on trains, dashing
through City streets and dressing up.

Meanwhile, best wishes to all, and stay safe.
David Wootton

Master Woolman

Winter 2020 | The Woolmen’s Newsletter 3



The Woolmen and the
Big History Project

he Big History Project was started

by Bill Gates and David Christian

to enable the global reaching of

the subject of Big History, which
is described as “the attempt to understand,
in a unified way, the history of the Cosmos,
Earth, Life and Humanity”. Itis a free,
online social studies course for 11 to 18
year old students. The course can be run
over a full year or a term or be adapted to
any school’s needs. Everything is online, so
content is always available, up to date and
easy to download. The project is based in
Long Beach, California, but staft tutors and
professors come from all over the USA and
other countries, including Britain.

The Big History Project contacted the Clerk
in 2019 to ask if the Woolmen could provide
someone to talk on a video about the Wool
Trade in the Middle Ages and Duncan put
them in touch with me. I still have a large
library of research material, books and
resources accumulated when I wrote the most
recent history of the Woolmen, which includes
“The Medieval English Wool Trade” by Eileen
Power, Professor of Economic History at
London University, which is a rich source

of information. Eileen Power died in 1940

at the age of 51 and the book was published
posthumously in 1941 and never reprinted,
so I was fortunate to obtain a copy from the
internet in 2015. I used the book as the basis
for answering the questions they suggested I
should address on camera.

After a number of false starts and changed
dates, the interview eventually took place at
the Livery Hall of the Worshipful Company of
Information Technologists in February. They
generously allowed us the use of the Livery
Room, where the artefacts on display include
their Honorary Freemen book, open at the
page which shows the name and signature of
one William Gates, which was a nice piece of
synchronicity!

There was a three-person team from America

4 | The Woolman’s Newsletter | Winter 2020

BIG HISTORY PROJECT

“THE BIG
HSTORY
PROJECT
CONTACTED
THE CLERKIIN
2019 TO ASK IF
THE WOOLMEN
COULD PROVIDE
SOMEONE TO
TALK ON A VIDEO
ABOUT THE
WOOL TRADE

IN THE MIDDLE
AGES AND
DUNCAN PUT
THEM IN TOUCH
WITH ME”

and a Head of History from a school in
Hertfordshire with a British film crew, lighting
and sound teams. After various discussions
about positioning in the room, camera angles,
light levels and sound technicalities, I sat
down and was interviewed very informally
about Livery companies and Guilds, why they
were formed, the formation of the Woolmen,
how the wool trade developed, the rise of

the merchants from Flanders, how they were
usurped by the Italian merchants who had
originally come over the England to collect
the Papal taxes, how they fell foul of Kind
Edward III, and the rise of the English Wool
Merchant. The final question was about the
Sheep Drive over London Bridge and the rights
of a Freeman of the City.

At the time of writing I had not seen the final
cut, but I hope I will have done justice to both
the medieval wool trade and the role of the
Woolmen in a short video (12-17 minutes long
in the final version). It is likely to be seen by
every 11-18 year old in the USA and further
afield in due course, and so the name and work
of the Woolmen will be spread far and wide.

PM Bill Clark



Obituary

REX SUTHERLAND
JOHNSON

24 August 1928 to 30 March 2020

Rex was born in Laindon, Essex and educated at George
Heriot’s, Edinburgh. He always retained a special feeling
for that city and for Scotland. At that time National Service
was compulsory and Rex served in the Navy for two years
as a radio operator. On returning to civilian life, a chance
encounter with a neighbour led to an introduction to the
architectural firm T P Bennett and for seven years he worked
in the office during the day and studied for four evenings

a week to become qualified as an architect. During these
years he met Betty and they married when he acquired his
professional qualifications.

Rex and Betty set up home in Harrow and had two sons, Mark
and Michael. Later they moved to Kent where Rex designed
and built their house, which won many plaudits. Rex became
a partner in the firm of Ronald Ward and Partners, based in
Belgravia, where he worked on many prestigious developments
including the Poultry Market in Smithfield in the City of
London.

Rex joined many clubs and institutions including the Masonic
Lodge 19, the oldest in Freemasonry, and the Rotary and

was admitted as a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of
Woolmen in 1970, rising to become Master in 1997. Whilst
Rex was a Warden, HRH the Princess Royal joined the
Company, becoming Under Warden. In Rex’s words, where
royalty is concerned, the form is that they tell you they want
to be Master and the Court decided she should experience

a couple of years as Warden first. Hence Rex found himself
sitting next to her frequently at Court when he became Under
Warden and she moved on to Upper Warden before becoming
Master in 1994-95. Rex’s partner Ronald Ward introduced
him to the Guild of Freemen of the City of London, where

he was Master in 1991, and it was at his suggestion that the
Guild approached HRH the Princess Royal to become their
Centenary Master in 2008. All were delighted when she
accepted the invitation.

Rex loved to travel and on behalf of Ronald Ward and Partners
he travelled the world and at one time attempted to open an
office in Ghana. On many of these trips he was accompanied
by Betty and they also enjoyed a lot of non-business travel. It
was a huge blow to Rex when Betty died suddenly in 2001
whilst on holiday in Spain. He decided to move to a more
manageable home, still in Kent, and eventually began travelling
again. On one of his trips to the Philippines he met Febronia
and in 2016 they were married by the Captain on board the
MV Queen Victoria. Febronia soon became well known to

Livery members, accompanying Rex to many social events.

For years Rex designed and drew his own Christmas cards and
had them printed until to everyone’s disappointment, there
came a note to say there would be no more, the task having
become too time consuming.

In March 2020, Rex fell victim to COVID-19 and died in
Tunbridge Wells hospital. He is survived by his wife Febronia,
sister Helen, sons Mark and Michael and grandchildren
Gemma, Ross, Holly, Greg and Isobelle. In the many and
varied circles in which he moved throughout his life, he will be
long remembered.

PAUL HOWARD RIPPON

Master1998-99 & November 1999-2000

Paul was born in 1937 and grew up in Highgate, North
London. After attending Highgate School he did his

National Service with The King’s Own African Rifles and was
Commissioned. Following his Military Service he seriously
toyed with the idea of becoming a BBC Newsreader but was
persuaded by his parents to follow a legal career. After serving
articles with a firm of solicitors in Cornwall, he moved in 1965
to The Bahamas where he met his first wife Judy. Their eldest
son Matthew was born here in 1969 and the family moved back
to Norfolk in 1971. Their second son Justin shortly afterward,
followed by Simon in 1972. Paul practised as a solicitor in
Kings Lynn and lived at the Old Rectory in Brancaster with
Judy and the boys. In 1985 Paul decided to train as a Barrister
and joined Chambers at 1 Garden Court. He was highly
respected for being completely thorough with his briefs with
strong attention to detail. Paul was admitted to the Livery

in 1974 and to the Court in 1990, becoming Master in 1998.
During his year as Master he represented the Company not
only at all the Company Functions and Agricultural Shows
but also visited Australia for a two week tour of their Wool
Industry including Shearing, Research Stations and meeting
with the Chairman of the Australian Wool Corporation.
Before embarking for Australia, he took time to learn in great
detail all about the different breeds of sheep so that he could
talk knowledgeably about sheep with whoever he met. Sadly,
his successor Master Peter Valpy, died in office and Paul kindly
undertook to take over again as Master for another 6 months
in1999-2000.

In 2004 he went to live in South Africa and married his second
wife Countess Anna Maria.

Paul passed away peacefully at the end of May.
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The Civic Party

Lord Mayor Rt Hon Alderman William
Russell & Lady Mayoress Mrs Hilary
Russell

Sheriff Christopher Hayward CC & Mrs
Alex Hayward

Sheriff Professor Michael Mainelli & Mrs
Elisabeth Mainelli

Company Guests
Mr Tim Orchard Master Drapers’ Co

Mr Alex Nelson Master Clothworkers’ Co &
Mrs Melissa Morris

Mr Martin Shenton Master Founders’ Co

Mrs Wendy Shorter-Blake MBE Master
Upholders’ Co & Mr Steve Blake

Lady Yarrow (Gilly) Master Feltmakers’ Co

Mr lan Grundy Master Framework Knitters’
Co & Mrs Julia Grundy

Mr Jonathan Leach Master Merchant
Taylors’ Co of York & Mrs Trish Leach

Mr Peter Hillier Master Merchants
Company of Edinburgh

Mr lan Gardner Master Weavers,
Fullers & Shearmen of Exeter

Miss Louise Starling Master Guild
of Young Freemen

Major Jollyon Coombs Clerk
Feltmakers’ Co

Mr Shaun Mackaness Clerk
Framework Knitters Co

Mr Joss Stuart-Grumbar Clerk
Clothworkers’ Co

Ms Jacqueline Farrell The
Prince’s Foundation

Mr David Seamark & Mrs
Barbara Seamark

Mr Justin Gilles Joseph Morin-Carpentier
The Canadian Wool Council

Mrs Susan Nevard Clerk
Upholders’ Company

Dr Mark Webb The Prince’s Foundation

Mr Matthew Rowe The Canadian
Wool Council

Mr Sam Hollington AUC 43 Cadet Unit

The Woolmen’s Civic Dinner — via Zoom!

THE ZOOM

CIVIC DINNER

Wednesday 21st October 2020

t seems that we can do everything
by Zoom nowadays in a way
which would have seemed
bizarre just a few months ago.
We can chat to multiple friends
and family miles away, hold meetings
effectively and take part in virtual events
- I have attended church services,
joined a walking tour with the Temple
Bar and enjoyed a whisky tasting
with the Guild of Freemen. We have
held Court meetings and Committee
meetings on Zoom. The Chamberlain’s
Court bestowed the Freedom of the
City on Colonel Sir Tom Moore via
Zoom and Duncan has been bringing
Freemen into the Woolmen the same
way. But we had never had a dinner via
Zoom until Wednesday, 21 October. As
the historically minded among you will
know, this was Trafalgar Day and yet
again the British were victorious.

The discussion beforehand had
encompassed the various options for

an on-line dinner: we could order
food from a central caterer so we all
had the same meal, or cook our own
food, or perhaps focus less on the food
and more on the social elements. We
could dress up, dress down or not

at all, provided all the social niceties
were recognised and social distancing




maintained. Which ever option we chose
however, I could see that we would still end
up doing the washing up at the end of the
evening and the general consensus was that
we should all prepare our own meals. This
gave us the option to prepare a simple meal,
go all cordon bleu or order a takeaway.
Janet and I decided to go the whole hog

(or lamb, as it happens). Janet planned a
delicious Moroccan dish called lamb tagine
with couscous and various Moroccan side
dishes followed by a lovely pear, raspberry
and almond collage with Cornish clotted
cream. I opted to make a starter of smoked
rainbow trout and asparagus spears. We
decided to wear white tie, much to the
amusement of neighbours who saw the
photos on Facebook.

. NS

After all the planning and anticipation, the
day finally arrived. After a casual Zoom
Court meeting in the afternoon, I set the
table and had a gin. Janet began preparing
the food and I went and changed, and
when I came back down, she went and
changed, and I had a gin. (Pictured above
are Liveryman George Crowther and two
future apprentices getting ready, without
the gin)

I rolled the trout in the asparagus, then
Janet reappeared and told me I should

have rolled the asparagus in the trout. I
had a gin. Janet assembled the mealina
logical fashion and I polished the silver
candlesticks, cleaned the Loving Cup,
delicately decanted the Quarles Harris 1977
vintage port, put the Chablis and Tokay

in the fridge, uncorked the Saint Emilion
Gran Cru, and had a gin.

Duncan sent our very precise instructions
by email and on the evening we were

all logging in to the Zoom site run by

a technical co-ordinator just before or
just after 6.00 pm. We were let into the
main Zoom room where we could chat to
each other until the videos made by the
Campaign for Wool featuring the Prince
of Wales were shown. Ernie Brocklehurst,
our Beadle, then invited us to “Make way
for the Master, Wardens and your Principal

Guests” and we clapped them in, more or
less in time, to Shepherd’s Hay, sung by the
Trinity School Croydon Boys Choir. This
was followed by an address by the Master to
welcome us and our guests and introduce
the Lord Mayor, Alderman the Right
Honourable William Russell and Hilary.

The Lord Mayor (pictured above with

the Lady Mayoress) presented the medals
and prizes to this year’s award winners,
some of whom were present to receive
them virtually. We had the Civic Toast

and the Lord Mayor replied on behalf of
the guests and toasted the Worshipful
Company of Woolmen, Root and Branch,
coupled with the name of the Master. The
Master presented the Lord Mayor with Past
Master Richard Proctor’s book “There is No
Substitute for Wool” and a couple of yards
of fine wool (courtesy of Past Master Chris
Thierry) for making up into a suit, and the
Lord Mayor presented the Master with a
Tea Caddy and the Clerk with a Spoon.

The Honorary Chaplain said Grace and

we were all sent to our tables (break-out
rooms) for our starters. The trout had dried
a little, the asparagus had wilted a little, and
the Chablis had warmed a little. I had a
gin. We had a very pleasant time chatting
to the others on our table, who were Jo
Huxley and her husband, Martin Fenton
(the Master Founder) and his wife, Ian
Grundy (the Master Framework Knitter)
and his wife. Then Ernie appeared on

our screens again to announce
the Loving Cup and another
performance from the excellent
Trinity School Croydon Boys
Choir. We were then back on
our tables for the main course -
Janet's lamb tagine was divine,
although the Saint Emilion
may have been too much for
the delicate taste of the lamb -
and continued our discussions
about Life, the Universe and
everything. Time seemed to fly

by and soon we were listening to the Trinity
Big Band.

No Livery Dinner is complete without the
singing of Grace, which in a Livery Hall
can be delightful or terrible depending

on your immediate neighbours. I always
apologise to my neighbours in advance
because I know my singing is awful, but this
was not necessary on this occasion as we
all rendered our own versions, in our own
key, in the privacy of our own homes and
Janet wore earplugs. The Master suggested
we remain seated for the Loyal Toast

(this is an old naval tradition, and it was
Trafalgar Day, but possibly he was more
concerned about us looking foolish in our
own homes). He proposed the toast, we all
responded lustily and the port circulated
remarkably quickly, appearing at my elbow
almost as soon as I had filled my glass.

The Immediate Past Master Mark
Johnson, who we were all delighted to

see recovered from a nasty bout of Covid
in March, presented the Past Master
Elizabeth Peacock Woolsack Award for the
liveryman who has achieved most for the
Livery during the preceding year to Court
Assistant Judith Pleasance. Judith richly
deserved this award because of all her work
arranging sponsorship for the Sheep Drive
and Wool Fair in 2019. And of course the
Sheep Drive was all her idea in the first
place back in 2011.

The Master proposed the toast to the guests
and we were in breakout rooms again, but
different ones this time, where we met
Jonathan Leach (the Master Merchant
Taylor of York). Duncan and Davina
briefly joined us and then the Master, and

I was just settling down with a gin when
the guests began leaving so we also said
goodnight to everyone and I went to do the
washing up.

Gin in hand - guess who!
Past Master Bill Clark
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People

CIVIC DINNER 21 OCTOBER
2020 - AWARD WINNERS

The Worshipful Company of Woolmen's Charitable Trust has pleasure in supporting students in Wool,
Textiles and Design. Some were present to receive their medals.

CAMILLE LEMOINE
Heriot-Watt University

................................

An award for a 3rd year
student studying Fashion
Communication with a
visual concept for wool.

Fis :-'__;\Hla.-xx:._;.‘_:_‘;rn_
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ANTONEA AEDY
Domrmeuil Manufacturing

An award for an outstandin Themostoutstandma rentlce ' OTHER AWARD
: > her WINNERS INCLUDED:

student working on wool in 2020 recognised for her hard
development and product design. ~ work, dedication and enthusiasm.

Antonea won this year’s Lord
e Barnby Award as the most
promising young apprentice
working in the West Yorkshire
Wool Industry. MEGAN WILLIAMS HUDDERSFIELD
UNIVERSITY: BA Textiles Practice Tapestry, 2019-
2020 winner of the Overseas Travel bursary

DANICA AULD GLASGOW UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF CULTURE AND CREATIVE ARTS:
The most promising student on the MPhil Textile
Conservation Course in her Final Year

ARl A i i

LYNSEY PEARSON HERIOT-WATT
UNIVERSITY: The Roger Flemington Award for the
most promising student on the BSc Wool Fashion
Course

The Wool Innovation Prize is awarded jointly with
The Company of Merchants of the Staple of England.
This year two major prizes were awarded to support

LUCY HAYES innovation and Sustainability using Wool.
Huddersfield University e ROBERT HODGKINS AND JOANNA FRANKLIN
The Peter Valpy Memorial Bursary for their work in using genomic markers, through
for the most promising Final Year DNA testing, to identify which sheep in their Romney
or Postgraduate Student working CATHRINE ERICHSEN Marsh flock have the best weight and those which,
or researching on the application Scottish Rural University College potentially, will have the best wool.
ofwool. The most promising student GARY HURLSTONE, founder of NexGen
undertaking a PhD research Tree Shelters, a company manufacturing totally
degree associated with sheep and biodegradable tree shelters made from wood.
wool.
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Transition from Master to
Immediate Past Master ....

BIT OF A JOURNEY!

y last weeks as your Master were amazing. We
had a well-attended Northern dinner, which went
extremely well, thanks to the huge amount of
organisation led by Robert and Hilary Allan. We
also had our fabulous Beadle and Clerk helping
on the day. The new item of a silent auction raised around £2,000 for
our charity. It was a treat to have my children and father (Past Master)
there, especially as I was able to announce that after some research by
the Clerk, he was the oldest Past

Master of the Woolmen. Little did I know that somewhere lurking in
York was the dreaded coronavirus. (more of that later). However, I felt
fit and well whilst in York, and continued to hit my intense schedule
that during the year had also been relentless.

On we went to the visit to the Red Arrows on the Monday following
the dinner. We arrived in Lincoln as a group of 14, including
Woolmen and guests, who had bid for

unwell, and as I sat at home alone feeling awful for a couple of weeks,
self-isolating, I happened to have a good friend call me on the 25th
March, who said I made no sense to him at all (no change there then!)
and he thankfully called 999. When they arrived. my oxygen levels
had fallen from the normal 95-99% to 60% and I was blue lighted

to Pembury ICU as critical. The ambulance crew told me to let my
family know I might not see to them for a while and I was promptly
placed into an induced coma, whilst they worked on me frantically:
blood transfusions, tubes, injections, and dialysis were the norm for
amonth. I can’t recall much of my stay other than the amazing help
the nurses gave me, and the vivid dreams I had that seemed amazingly
real. There were no visitors allowed but I dreamt that I had plenty!
Little did I know that my father had also caught Covid, probably at the
dinner, and was admitted to Pembury a few days after me. He died in
the ward above me whilst I was in a coma.

Whilst all this was going on, my

the day out. We raised £2000, most of
which went to the Woolmen charity.
The visit started with my good friend
Simon (who spoke at the summer
banquet and is now joining the
Woolmen) speaking over dinner. As
he was the ex-leader he knew a thing
or two about them. “It’s all about trust”
- nine aircraft doing 450mph some 10

feet apart, upside down. We didn't
hold back on drinking then, and my

Father even heard the words with his Fije
+

hearing aid in! We set off the day after

to RAF Scampton, where we were

welcomed and sat in on the pre-flight briefing for their practice in the
morning. We all had the opportunity to speak with each of the pilots.
All was going to be quite intense as the winds were on the aircrafts’
operating limits. We then followed them all outside to the taxiway and
watched a full 40 mins of their display - quite spectacular. We enjoyed
lunch with all the pilots, presented Red 1 with a

donation to their charity and the day ended at around 4.00 pm. This
was the last time I saw my father: he had a smile on his face.

Amanda and I then jumped on Easy]Jet to Northern Ireland with the
Master Salter and many others to pay a visit to the Manor of Sal. We
had a splendid day visiting schools that to this day still award the
Manor of Sal cups to top performing students, and followed it up with
a splendid dinner at the offices of the Irish Society hosted by Edward
Montgomery MBE DL. This is where some time later it became clear
quite how infectious Covid was. I still had no feelings of being ill,

but three people at the dinner went down with it, two of whom were
sitting either side of me. I have since written a letter of apology to the
Society!

After this event, I returned home on the 16th March and started to feel

+ ARROWS .
++ wheelchair and wheeled me through

son Greg set up a WhatsApp group
for my friends and family to get
daily updates, which at times were
'L grim, but my friends and family all
supported each other amazingly. I
believe our Clerk was on the list and
kept everyone informed. This must
all have been so very traumatising for
my children. I managed to get out
in time for my father’s funeral under
Covid rules. It was grim: a handful

Bacun
et RED of us in the rain. My son put meina

the mud! It was a bit hairy as the
wheelchair almost fell over! Dad
would have been grinning, I'm guessing!

In the oncoming months I transferred from the wheelchair to the
Zimmer frame and onto walking sticks. Greg and Isi did a great job of
looking after me, and I was blessed with so many cards and messages,
and offers of help, including from the Woolmen; it was very humbling.
The most surprising aspect to me was the enormous support that
flowed from all the Masters and Clerks I had made acquaintance with
throughout the year: true fellowship. The Mastership was handed over
to Sir David whilst I was in hospital, and whilst I was in a coma the
Lloyd’s of London Yacht Club voted me in as Rear Commodore! They
clearly knew something the doctors didn't.

Well, here I am in a different world, most of which changed during
my time in Pembury ICU and lucky, very lucky. The success rate in
Pembury at that time was 50%. It’s just as well I was so slim and fit!

I'm very glad to be back with all my friendship groups, including the
livery, and hoping that we can all get back to normal in short order.
Thank you all for your support.

Mark Johnson, IPM
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MEMBERS WAITING
TO BE CLOTHED

Mr Irving Warnett, Financial Services
consultant from Wakefield with a strong
charity background

Ms Jane Lowe, actress and teacher of
performing arts from London

Mr Duncan Willcocks, Insurance Broker
based in London

Mr Michael Baldwin, Australian based in
London since 1972, retired from financial
services and working on behalf of the
National Schools Equestrian Association

Mr Ben Ogden, Senior Disputes Partner
in an international law firm based in
London

Ms Mary Lopez-Ferreiro, from
Nottingham, currently studying
Mechanical Engineering at the University
of Edinburgh

Ms Sarah Lopez-Ferreiro, also from
Nottingham, now working for a Fine Art
House in Salisbury after completing a
degree in Chinese Studies

Wing Commander Simon Meade OBE,
based in Stamford and working in the
defence sector after a long career in the RAF

Squadron Leader Scott Hansen, MD of
a company supplying high quality patient
care products to the NHS and private
sector, now based in Braintree

Baroness Margaret Eaton, based in
Bingley, a Conservative Life Peer since
2010 following a distinguished career in
Local Government

Mr Mark Garraway, a communications
practitioner in the financial and corporate
sectors, from Wadhurst, East Sussex

Mr David Mitchell, chartered accountant
living in Littondale in the heart of sheep-
farming country

Mr Brian Plunkett, consultant
trichologist from Woburn

Mr Olly St John, design director based in
London
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News ¢ Events
Ilkley Golf Match

wo teams
of 4
assembled
at Ilkley
on Thursday, 10
September and
played The Challenge
on the basis of Two
Ball Better Ball
Stableford. This was
our second gathering
and the outcome
was again close,

with the Woolmen ABOVE: The Staple
triumphant yet again, ending with a 3-point team from left to right;
lead. Peter Ambler, John

Behrens, Paul
The Woolmen team comprised Messrs Ambler, Hanson and Peter

Meredith, Hornby and Allan with the Staple team Meredith
Messrs Behrens, Hanson, Naylor and Clough.

We had a very convivial chat with refreshments
before teeing off and repeated that after the game
on the terrace at Ilkley Golf Club. Although
slightly chilly, the weather otherwise was most
pleasant.

All enjoyed the event and agreed that a repeat was
desired, probably again at Ilkley around the end of
September 2021.

It was a pleasure to be actually able to undertake
an event in real-life rather than via Zoom and I
guess it comprised one of only a few which have
been able to happen for either organisation since
March.

LEFT: The Woolmen
from left to right;
James Naylor,
Richard Clough, John
Hornby and Robert
Allan



What I Have Been Doing
During Lockdown

Lockdown has encouraged everyone to take up new, interesting skills, polish up existing
ones and evaluate their talents. Here are some examples of our Members’ ingenuity.

his took a lot longer than the
lockdown but we finally got the
completion certificate at the end of
September.

The conversion was fraught with problems, as
per Grand Designs! Hived off from a listed
building, in conservation area, an area of
outstanding natural beauty and worst of all,
from a planning point of view, two of the rear
walls are the boundary of the World Heritage
site of Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal
deer park.

We now have a lovely two-bedroom cottage
at the bottom of the garden for friends and
family to stay in. When not in use by the
family we will be using it as a holiday let. The
building has
been made
totally eco
using an air
source heat
pump and
power drawn
from the solar panels used for our main house
along with aerospace technology insulation.
Water is supplied from our own borehole and
waste eaten by an up to the minute Klargester
septic tank.

Lots of past skills were used to complete the
project, along with new ones learnt from
working along aside the various tradesmen.
We are delighted with the finished product.
Design was by myself as I ran an eco-company
for some years before semi retiring, now just
do consulting work.

David Elsy

During lockdown, to
my surprise I have
become a sound
engineer. My wife
Anna is a member
of the church music
group and, as with so
much of life, church
services went online
and the music had to follow. From zero
knowledge, after several lessons on YouTube
and many deliveries from Amazon, I now find
I am a sound engineer - normally a fat balding
bloke at the back of the hall! I have enjoyed
learning a new skill, though still have to work
out what many of the mixing desk buttons do.
However, I have managed to record several
“tracks" now.

Philip Hicks

We were fortunate
to have much to do
during lockdown
with lambing about
600 ewes in April.
We farm on the side
of Exmoor where
the land rises to just
over 1,000 ft above sea level. Fine weather
produced a fine crop with lots of double

and triples giving us an average of just over
188%, which is good for us. All our sheep are
in-wintered in January when they are shorn
and then go out with their lambs in April.

Our son Dan, who is the real farmer, and his
wife and three children all help, which was a
blessing as they were not in school so able to
help more than usual! This allowed me to be
spared nights, except in an emergency, and

do the field work. Our wool all goes to the
Wool Board at South Molton, but as Woolmen
we all know how desperate the price is and
wonder what the future will bring. We are
now, in October, selling lambs and mercifully
for some strange reason the price is good!

David Wood

My greatest pleasure and
achievement has been to
exercise by walking along

the Leeds-Liverpool canal footpath which is
only a few hundred yards from my Yorkshire
bolthole.

It is amazing how much wildlife exists in
this environment. When I started, I became
aware of a Canada goose sitting day after day
on her nest, with Daddy keeping guard on
the water. Within a short time seven baby
goslings appeared and immediately, although
tentatively, took to the water. It was only a
matter of a week or two before they were
clambering up the bank looking for food and
in only a couple of months, they took their
part in the flotilla, indistinguishable from the
adults.

My other pleasure, although very emotive and
touching, was the clapping for the NHS on
Thursday evenings. Being in an apartment

in a converted textile mill with 400+ others,
the turnout on balconies each week, complete
with a drum major beating time, was heart-
warming. On one occasion, we had the added
enjoyment of all joining in when one resident
played on his clarinet “Happy Birthday’,
which was of course, a tribute to Captain Sir
Tom

I hope others have enjoyed the simple things
which so often pass us by in our busy world.

Margaret Miller
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One Event Squeezed in
Before Covid Lockdown

Inter-Livery Skiing Championships - Morzine - January 2020

e are not sure how our

trip to Morzine finally

crystallised itself from

a fleeting thought in
2019 to join these intrepid Livery skiers
to actually being in the car on route to
the Eurotunnel, direction of Morzine, in
January 2020.

A combination of PM Richard and Ursula
Hollis and PM Andrew and Gill Dawson
chatting about skiing at perhaps one of
the Woolmen functions led to a Team of
three (Richard, Gill and Andrew) from
the Woolmen being entered for two of the
three competitions that are put together
by Cristopher Hudson of the Ironmongers
and his Team. Ursula joined the Grocers,
her mother Livery, for Racing.

This year was the 11th year that the
Liveries have been getting together for the
skiing and apparently it broke all previous
records, with 36 Livery Companies taking
247 Racers and a further 95 supporters to
the Portes de Soleil Morzine.

The event is held over a 3 day period,
usually on the Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday. This year the weather and
snow conditions were ideal for the Team
Distance Challenge on the Wednesday,
Parallel Slalom on the Thursday and the
Giant Slalom main race on the Friday.

The Inter Livery skiers work this get
together from a Charity aspect with Snow-
Camp (their adopted Snowsports Charity).
In 2020 on Wednesday, 22nd January, the
Team Distance Challenge was the largest
event that Snow-Camp had ever hosted
with 39 Teams and 170 Participants. The
idea is to travel as great a distance as
possible in the allocated 2 hours, both
uphill and downhill. This needs research
into height and length of Lifts and timing
for getting from one route to another.
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Our Captain Richard decided as first
timers to the event on the Wednesday
we would not display our strengths nor
weaknesses, so we abstained from that
competition.

On the Thursday, for the Parallel slalom
two contestants from different Liveries
race each other down the Piste. The results
of this race determine the starting order of
the main race on the Friday. Finishers of
the Parallel slalom are greeted with a glass
of Vin Chaud.

For Friday, the Giant Slalom is a singular
race against the clock on the Nyon Piste,
this year held under perfect snow and
sunshine conditions.

The Woolmen did their bit and completed
both events on the Thursday and Friday,
not finishing in the top echelons of the
very fine skiers but ensuring that it is

the taking part that counts. There are a
myriad of Trophies which the victors have
chance of keeping for one year, including
the Vintners, Actuaries, fastest lady under

40, fastest over 80 etc, etc. Great fun!

The gathering of the Liveries in Morzine is
not all about racing. Skiing is a wonderful
leveller and somehow the convivial
atmosphere of the mountains encourages
great camaraderie and fellowship at what
must be one of the largest Livery sporting
get- togethers of the year, certainly on
foreign soil. The parties were spectacular
with lots of friendly banter between the
Companies, the highlight possibly being
the smart casual dinner on the Friday
night to catchup and yet say goodbye.

Sadly the 2021 Championships have
been cancelled due to COVID-19 but any
Woolmen who enjoy their skiing (of any
ability above beginners) should pencil in
January 19th-20th, 2022 for Morzine and
make contact with Richard through his
email ‘richardehollis@yahoo.co.uk for a
Woolmen Team 2022. Plenty of time for
sharpening the skis!

Andrew Dawson



