





Alms Court Meeting And Dinner

27TH JANUARY 2022

Voting took place at the outstanding Barber- Surgeons
Hall with its artifacts and historic connections to
Henry VIIL

o Peter Hullah was confirmed as Master Elect
« Emanuel Cohen was confirmed as Upper Warden

« David Hopkins was confirmed as Under Warden

for the forthcoming year.

Five New Members were clothed as Liverymen.

After the formal business the master received Guests
to a champagne reception followed by dinner. Grace
was spoken by our chaplain, Paul Kennedy, Principal
guest was Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey Vos, Master of the
Rolls accompanied by his wife Lady Vos.

Also entertained was the Austrian Ambassador Dr
Michael Zimmerman.

Two new awards were presented the first being a
legacy from PM. Rex Johnson presented by his son
IPM Mark Johnson on behalf of the Johnson family to
Janine Christley, Director of Funding at Ruskin Mill
Trust. Rex and Mark were in the same hospital at the
same time last year unknown to each. Unfortunately,
Rex did not survive but we now have his lovely trophy
by which to remember him.

The other was the Red Arrows Woolmen Award

for excellence represented by a cup and citation

to Adjutant Warrant Officer Alan Irons who

was accompanied by Wing Commander David

Montenegro OBE from the Royal Air Force

Aerobatics Team aka the Red Arrows. ABOVE: Janine Christley and the Master

Sung Grace was accompanied by pianist David
Swinson who later entertained us with a recital of
Bachs Preludes and Fugues. David is a fellow alumnus
with the Master of Jesus College Cambridge, where
he was organ scholar. For the past twenty years he has
been Director of Music at Trinity School Croydon
where he also directs the world-famous Trinity Boys
Choir. For the Civic Dinner held remotely, David
provided the recorded entertainment, deploying the
choir and his excellent Jazz Band- for which we were
and remain very grateful.

Loyal and Civic Toasts proceeded “The Guests”
proposed by Liveryman Ulrika Dadley with an
entertaining response by the Master of the Rolls

on the subject of the title “Master” in use in Livery
and judicial circles, the title of “mistress” being
inappropriate. Members and guests were invited to
round off a very enjoyable evening with a stirrup cup.
A special thanks to Ann Hicks, wife of Liveryman
Philip Hicks, who provided excellent and numerous
photographs of the evening.

ABOVE: Wing Commander David Montenegro OBE, Adjutant Warrant Officer Alan
Irons and Simon Meade OBE with our team
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New Members Clothed As Liverymen at
Alms Court Dinner

 David Mitchell - a-chartered
accountant living in Littondale In
the heart of sheep family country.

« Andrew Riley - Andrew is closely
involved in the West Yorkshire
Worsted Wool Textile Industry with
three generations of his family and
has close connection with the City.

o Tom Nash - RN Lijeutenant having
joined the Navy in 2014 and has
spent time at sea and in various
shore based units is now eager to
learn more about London and the
City

o Peter Benson - has a long
association with Bradford Civic
Community and the Wool Trade. A
retired circuit judge with a lengthy
legal background.

« Jonathan Soar - a well known figure
in the City having been Master
of the Information Technologists
and a tireless worker for numerous
charities.

NG HENRY THE SIXT

BACK ROW: Left to Right: David Mitchell, Andrew Riley, Tom Nash. FRONT ROW: Peter Benson,
Peter Hullah, Master, Manny Cohen, Jonathan Soar

Wednesday 29th September 2021

Liverymen were summoned to attend in
the Great Hall of Guildhall.

The event commenced with the
procession of the Livery Committee
followed by robed masters, Prime
Wardens and Upper Bailiff from the
Crypt to the Great Hall.

Alderman, Sherifts and Officers, together
with their Beadles followed ahead of the
Lord Mayor with the Mace and Sword.

When all were seated Common Hall was
opened by the Common Cryer and the
Sergeant-at-Armes.

Minutes of the last meeting were read.

Nominations for the year 2021/2022
were Vincent Keaveny and for 2022/2023
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Nicolas Lyons and for the later year
Alison Gowman, Timothy Hailes

and Michael Mainelli.

During the voting absence of the Lord
Mayor Elect and Aldermen in the Print
Room, Angela Roach, the Assistant Town
Clerk gave a very interesting address
highlighting the increasing number of
positions held in the City by females,
herself as an example being the first
female of colour.

Following the established procedure, the
Lord Mayor Elect confirmed his assent
to take office, received his chain of office
and responded outlining his intentions
and priorities for the ensuing year.

A resolution of thanks to the Lord Mayor

was moved to which he replied detailing,
despite the problems of the past year and
a half, having conducted the business

of this office he carried out hundreds of
zoom meetings

Alison Gowman, Timothy Hailes were
proposed and elected as Sherifts and the
outgoing Sheriffs Michael Mainelli and
Christopher Hayman addressed the hall
with an entertaining Barker + Corbett
type presentation on their term of office.

Common Hall was then dissolved with
the outgoing procession in reverse order
and Liverymen departed to various halls
to enjoy lunch, all our own members
joining other Liveries hosted by the
Master Painter Stainer.



Profile of Lord Mayor

ALDERMAN VINCENT KEAVENY

Alderman Vincent Keav-
eny is a partner in the
international business law
firm. DLA Piper. Vincent
was elected as Alderman
for the Ward of Farring-
ton Within 2013 and held
office as Sheriff of the
City of London for the

year 2018/19.

Vincent was born in Dublin in 1965. He
was educated at St. Michael’s College,
Dublin. He graduated from University
College Dublin with a Bachelor of Civil
Law in 1986 and from Trinity College,
Dublin with a Master in Letters in 1989.He
was called to the Irish Bar in 1988.

Vincent has lived in London since 1989.
Since his admission as a Solicitor of the
Senior Courts of England and Wales in
1992 he has worked as a banking and
finance lawyer in private practice in the
City. He advises a mix of corporate clients
and financial institutions in the UK and
Europe on debt finance and complex
Capital market transactions. He is listed as
a leading practitioner in his area of practice
by all of the major legal directories. He was
recongnised by UCD as its Law Alumnus
of the Year in 2018. He was a member of
the Committee of the City of London Law
Society from 2006 to 2013 and served

as President of the City of London Law
Society in 2014-2015. He is an Honorary
Bencher of Gray’s Inn.

Following his election in 2013 he has
served on a number of City of London
Corporation Committees including
Finance; City Bridge Trust and Planning
and Transportation and has been a
member of the Court of the Honorable The
Irish Society. He is currently a member of
the Policy and Resources Committee and
the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping
Sub-committee. He is also a Governor

of the City of London School and chairs

the Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust. He is

the Court of Alderman’s representative
trustee on the board of the Sir John Soane’s
Museum, where he chaired the Audit and
Risk Committee until January 2021 and is
a trustee of the Lord Mayors Appeal.

Vincent is a Liveryman of the City of
London Solicitors, Woolmen, Distillers,
Spectacle Makers, Stationers, Framework
Kanitters, Upholders and Security
Professionals Companies. He served as

a Master Solicitor in 2014/15 and is a
member of the City Livery Club, the City
Pickwick Club and the Royal Society of
St. George (City Branch). He is the Senior
Patron of the Farringdon Ward Club.
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Amanda and Vincent married in 1993.
She worked as an intensive care/high
dependency nursing sister in two London
hospitals for a number of years. For
several years she has volunteered with the
West London charity for the homeless,
Glass Door, cooking in the day shelter at
the Chelsea Methodist Church. She is a
Liveryman of the Fletchers’ Company and
a member of the Company of Nurses.

Vincent’s interests include theatre and
opera. He chairs the board of the vocal
ensemble, Exaudi, and is a director of
Actors Touring Company. In what spare
time he has, he enjoys tennis and walking
the Labrador. Recently, he has rekindled
his love of riding.
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LORD MAYORS SHOW 2021

The Woolmen’s Float in the Lord Mayor’s Show

t is not very often that a Woolman
becomes Lord Mayor (the last
one was Sir David Wootton in
2011, (but then you have to go
back a very long way before that
for the previous one), and so
the Company was keen to do Alderman
Vincent Keaveny proud for his Lord
Mayor’s Show. The planning started pre-
pandemic, and then everything was on
hold when last year’s show (and Vincent’s
election as Lord Mayor) were delayed for
a year; and then started again as soon as
the City began to open up. When the
day came, the weather forecast was very
mild, but as we all assembled on London
Wall to take our place in the procession
there was a chilly breeze which made
it slightly uncomfortable - unless you
were wearing wool next to the skin! But
the intrepid Woolmen kept themselves
warm by generating sufficient hot air with
interesting conversations about all sorts
of topics, but there was general agreement
that we all wished the new Lord Mayor
and Amanda the very best for their year
in office. Liveryman Steve Roland-Jones
sergeant-majored us into some sort of
order, and then all of a sudden we were off,
led by the Immediate Past Master Mark
Johnson, Upper Warden Peter Hullah
and Under Warden Manny Cohen. The
Woolmen walked up London Wall to
the junction with Wood Street where
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the walking group was joined by the
mechanised and animal part of the float.

This part consisted of Liveryman Ulrika
Dadley dressed as a sheep riding a quad
bike towing a trailer containing sheep;
David and Barbara Seamark and their sons
Charles and Robert with their five sheep
dogs, assisted by Anne Donoghue; and the
giant sheep that had been made for our
2017 entry into the show. Honorary Court
Assistant Margaret Miller, who chaired
the planning committee, had managed to
recruit some volunteers at the eleventh
hour from the Chinese community to
manipulate the sheep.

The streets of London were crowded
— perhaps not as much as usual - but
everyone was pleased to see the floats, and

as usual the live sheep and the

dogs were a major attraction,
especially for the younger
ones in the crowd and caused
lots of comment.

Manny played to the crowd
shouting at them “Wool!” to
get the response “Baal” back
from the spectators.

As the float approached
Mansion House, Mark

gave three cheers for the
Lord Mayor - which, in
time-honoured fashion,

was delivered as three
hearty “Baas” - and was
acknowledged by the Lord
Mayor as he raised his hat in

Past Master Chris Thierry and

reply. The Woolmen'’s float was between the
City University of London double-decker
bus and the de Laurean car from the West
End stage show of Back to The Future.

The Woolmen kept up well with the bus,
but then it was noticed that there was a
gap behind us, and the car was no longer
following. It had stopped so the star of the
show, Olly Dobson, could jump out and
serenade the Mansion House with The
Power Of Love from the stage show.

The next unexpected event was a group
of protesters who came the wrong way
down the parade route, but whatever they
were saying was drowned out by the Royal
Marines band which had closed up behind
us. Before long the Woolmen reached
Temple and the lunch stop, which was a
welcome respite, before continuing the
return leg of the processional route.

As always, part of the fun of the show is

to watch the BBC programme on iPlayer
afterwards to see if the Woolmenss float
appears — and it did! Not only did it feature
some footage of the sheep drive, but the
Woolmen' float got as much or more
airtime as any other float (although the
commentary was often out of kilter with
what was being shown on the screen).

Preparing The Sheep For The Start

The Woolmen would like to congratulate
the Lord Mayor on his installation and
wish him all the best for his year in
office; and also thank Margaret Miller
and her team for successfully arranging
first- class entry into the show
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A Sad Farwell
DR KEITH HOWARD OBE

Passed away peacefully at home on the 12th of August 2021 Aged 89.

Keith was a Yorkshire publishing entrepreneur and philanthropist whose
benefactions to the country cricket club and to Opera North helped secure
the financial stability of both institutions.

He founded and owned Emerald Publishing, a Bingley operation which
became an international leader in the dissemination of academic research.
He set it up after an earlier career in mining engineering, studying at Leeds
on a Coal Board scholarship and working for 3 years in South Africa.

PPN
OF OURE SOVERAYNE @i’
LORD KYNG HENRY THE SIXT

COURT MEMBERS WHO ATTENDED
THE ALMS COURT MEETING

ON 27TH JANUARY 2022

Back Row: Giles Schofield, Kevin Barwick, PM John Brewer, PM Andrew Dawson Jo Huxley, Peter Lynch,
David Hopkins, Roland Hayes, Greg Craig Waller

Front Row: PM Richard Hollis, IPM Mark Johnson, Master Elect Peter Hullah, Master Sir David Wootton, Emmanuel
Cohen, PM Chris Thierry, Margaret Miller

Footnote: Thanks to everyone who has written reports or articles for this edition
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THE BENEFITS
OF WOOL

The Woolmenss Livery is the Best of the Best,
North, South, East & West

When Woolmen wear wool, we wear it with pride

It could be from Yorkshire (mills there still thrive)

Warming in the winter and cooling in the sun
How lucky we are united as one
So do raise your glass and let it be full

“There is no Substitute for Wool”




LANA SPES NOSTRA




