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Message 
from the 
Master
One of the many benefi ts for me of writing 

in our Newsletter is the opportunity it 
gives me to stand back momentarily 
from the pressures of day-to-day events 
and happenings and give at least some 

context to what we see over a broader canvas. I write 
this on Valentine’s Day in the hope that at least some of 
the message, festive spirit and seasonal goodwill of the 
Christmas period, and the wishes we express to others 
for their happiness in the New Year – let’s not mention 
those New Year resolutions – will have remained long 
enough to combine with the sentiments of 14 February 
to those we are fortunate to have close to us. 

 I write too as I emerge from the second occasion on 
which I have tested positive for Covid, returning to 
negative testing aft er the minimum period regulations 
allow. I am extremely fortunate to have encountered 
on both occasions almost no apparent symptoms, and, 
accordingly, the worst I have suff ered is the inconven-
ience and disappointment of being unable to attend 
events to which I would like to have gone and which I 
was expected to attend. One of the apparent contradic-
tions is that, writing a few days aft er the Government 
announced the ending of all restrictions in a few days 
from now, the number of people known to me who have 
or have recently had the virus is at its highest: I rang a 
colleague last week; she answered, and said that she had 
been in bed, unable to do anything, for ten days, and 
my call was the fi rst she had felt able to pick up; one of 
my fellow Aldermen has just come out of self-isolation 
having tested positive continuously for more than the 
supposed-maximum of ten days.

Th e diff erence now, of course, is that the benefi ts of vac-
cination and of people behaving sensibly have resulted 
in the great majority of cases being minor in the context 
and correspondingly less strain on our health services. 
We remember those, including those within our own 
company, who have been less fortunate, those who have 
died or who suff ered greatly. We think too of those who 
may still be enduring lasting eff ects, and we wish them 
well. I am sure that all of us will wish to continue to be 
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sensible and considerate of others in our behav-
iour: just because we no longer have to doesn’t 
mean that we shouldn’t, for example, wear a mask 
on public transport, and I suspect I will continue 
to join those many others I have noticed doing so 
for some time: not a bad idea anyway, to lessen 
the spread of conditions we are used to such as 
“ordinary” coughs and colds.

 Amid all this, as I wrote in my Christmas letter, it 
is a good time for the Woolmen, and a good time 
to be a Woolman. Physical events have returned in 
abundance and been well supported. Our Sheep 
Drive and Livery Fair in September was a fantastic 
success, with record numbers of both sheep driv-
ers – 960! – and attenders – at least two thousand 
over the day, making it the second largest street 
event in the City after the Lord Mayor’s Show: a 
great tribute to the hard work and organisation 
of Peter and Ann Hullah and their large team of 
enthusiastic volunteers – well done and thank you 
all! I am still greeted by many across the City who 
were there: “ah yes, the Woolmen, I was there, 
wonderful day on the bridge!” The Sheep Drive 
and Livery Fair continues to do wonders for our 
City street cred.

 After much debate it has been decided to keep 
to Southwark Bridge for this year – Sunday, 25 
September – because we can have possession of 
the whole bridge - traffic free! – and this year is 
already attracting much support. To keep in touch 
with the world of sheep we are holding a Lambing 
Day on 20 March at the Bedfordshire farm of Da-
vid and Barbara Seamark, whose sheep it is who 
grace our Sheep Drive, and all are welcome.

 This year we have a Woolman Lord Mayor, Al-
derman Vincent Keaveny, and we had an excel-
lent float in his Lord Mayor’s Show: personally, I 
thought it was the best float in the Show, convey-
ing clearly who we are and what we do. It attracted 
much favourable comment at the time and, as 
with the Sheep Drive and Livery Fair, still is in the 
Livery community in which I move. Thank you, 
Margaret Miller and your team: great job!

Indoors, we have now had two physical dinners, 
the Civic Dinner in October at Clothworkers, and 
the Alms Court Dinner, in January at Barber-Sur-
geons: white tie, of course, both with excellent 
speakers, at the first Alderman Sir Andrew 
Parmley standing in for the Lord Mayor, and at the 
second Sir Geoffrey Vos, Master of the Rolls, one 
of our most senior judges, and both well support-
ed. We look forward to our Northern Dinner in 
March, organised by Robert Allan, at Cutlers Hall 
in Sheffield, where our guest speaker will be Mar-
tin McKervey, High Sheriff of South Yorkshire: it 
will be a great evening. 

We had a most enjoyable carol service in Decem-
ber, at All Hallows by the Tower, and shared with 
the Watermen and the Bakers. An excellent supper 
followed at Bakers Hall with the Bakers: some-
thing tells me that we may have a new tradition 
coming on here.

 There’s more! Our membership is up, net 24, 12% 
year-on-year. Our re-formed charity, The Wool-
men’s Charity – Living Wool, Living Livery, is up 
and running under the chairmanship of Peter 
Hullah, supporting education, training, sustain-
ability and innovation in wool; we have much 
greater links with Campaign for Wool; our service 
affiliations are developing well, with a visit to the 
Red Arrows in March, the brainchild of Mark 
Johnson; the regional hubs are coming on nicely 
under the leadership of Giles Schofield, promoting 
our social side; the WoolSustFund, inspiration of 
Manny Cohen, is getting going; I am leading the 
Wool Advisory Committee in increasing links 
with the industry and with the other textile livery 
companies; and we are reviving and reshaping our 
support of wool at agricultural shows, not least in 
a new partnership with British Wool to promote 
training in shearing…..and lots more I don’t have 
room for. 

….and to show that we learn from recent experi-
ence, given the geographical spread of our mem-
bership…. we have changed the way we hold our 
Court meetings: the “business” side of the agenda 
is now dealt with virtually, on the day before our 
dinners, and the “ceremonial” side – Livery cloth-
ing’s, admission of new members, for example – in 
a short, physical, meeting, just before the dinners. 
Makes much more sense and is a better use of 
people’s time.

I have mentioned the names of a number of our 
members to show that many are involved in what 
we do, and there are many, many more whom I 
have not mentioned: I am grateful to all. Our aim 
is to give as many members as possible as much 
chance as possible to contribute and to be involved 
in what we do, and we do encourage everyone to 
tell us the activities in which they would like to be 
engaged: all are welcome! There is much going on. 
As I said, it’s a good time for the Woolmen and a 
good time to be a Woolman. I am proud to be one. 

Alderman Sir David Wootton 

Master Woolman

EDITOR’S NOTES

Since writing this letter unfortunately the Lambing 
Day has had to be cancelled. We hope to  
rearrange at a later date.

“I THOUGHT IT WAS 
THE BEST FLOAT 
IN THE SHOW, 
CONVEYING 
CLEARLY WHO 
WE ARE AND 
WHAT WE DO. IT 
ATTRACTED MUCH 
FAVOURABLE 
COMMENT AT 
THE TIME AND, 
AS WITH THE 
SHEEP DRIVE AND 
LIVERY FAIR, STILL 
IS IN THE LIVERY 
COMMUNITY IN 
WHICH I MOVE” 



There are as many theories and 
legends about the right to drive 
sheep over London Bridge as there 
are livery companies. Th e Guilds 
controlled standards of work and 

the suitability of tradesmen to be apprenticed to 
a master. If a tradesman’s work did not come up 
to the required standard, the Guild in question 
could destroy his tools as well as the work: and 
we all know what sending someone to Coventry 
was to send them out of the City to the nearest 
place where their bad name would not follow 
them – 100 miles away in Coventry.

In medieval times, sheep farmers drove their 
sheep across London Bridge into the City of 
London to sell them at market. Freemen of the 
City were excused the bridge toll that had to 
be paid by other people crossing the bridge in 
recognition of their status as local traders. Th e 
tools of the Woolmen were their sheep, and as 
one of the oldest Livery companies in the City 

of London it is easy to see how tools and sheep 
became synonymous as they exercised their 
right on their way to work in the City.

In 2013 the Worshipful Company of Woolmen 
arranged the fi rst ‘drive’ of the sheep, which was 
very well received, and continues successfully to 
this day.
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THE SHEEP DRIVE



THANK EWE 
Amanda Owen, the Yorkshire Shepherdess 
confidently led the first drive of the 2021 
Sheep Drive. Drawing on years of experience 
of sheep on the highest hills in North 
Yorkshire, she firmly shepherded the Lord 
Mayor of London and the Sheriffs of the City 
of London, together with the Master and 
Officers of the Woolmen safely behind the 
sheep across Southwark Bridge. That picture 
in itself told more than a thousand words. 
Despite all the problems we have faced, “The 
City is now reopening and the Woolmen are 
back in the City, celebrating with our largest 
ever Sheep Drive and Livery Fair.”

 After a postponement of the 2020 Sheep 
Drive, we opted to stage an even more 
dramatic event in 2021 and willingly accepted 
the kind offer of the closure of Southwark 
Bridge in its entirety. The organising team 
had remained positive, even during Lock 
Downs. Plans had been carefully made for a 
“first”, a drive across a fully traffic-free bridge 
with even more opportunities for Freemen to 
drive sheep and even more space for Livery 
Companies and commercial stall holders to 
participate. 

Thank Ewe”. We had a fantastic response. 
960 Freemen and their friends signed up to 
drive sheep and the Livery Fair with 30 stalls 
was a hive of activity. Even the sheep, kindly 
provided by David and Barbara Seamark 
from their farm, seemed enthusiastic to be 
back in London and appeared to enjoy an 
outing in very different surroundings.

With almost 100 drives organised it was a 
long day for the wonderful Young Freemen 
who welcomed Freemen and guests, the 
Cadets who worked tirelessly as our trusty 
marshals and the members of the City Farms 
who with practical skills were our shepherds 
in residence in each drive. 

On a fine autumn day, crowds of enthusiastic 
supporters ensured that the stalls in the 
Livery Fair did brisk business. Freemen 
had travelled to the Bridge from all over 
the country and even a delegation from the 
Canadian Wool Board made the Sheep Drive 

the centrepiece of their visit to the UK. There 
were country costumes, Company Masters in 
formal livery dress, cocked hats and splendid 
fashions. As Freemen waited for their drives, 
they could buy a wide range of wool products 
in the Fair from scarves and fleeces to wool 
mattresses and compost. They could learn 
more about wool, enjoy tasty refreshments 
and engage personally with many of our 
historic liveries who staged hands on 
displays.  Behind the scenes the Woolmen’s 
administration team and volunteers led 
by Ann Hullah and her colleagues, Anne 
Donoghue and Kirsten Tilley from Square 
Events and a managing team who liaised in 
every detail with the City, worked tirelessly to 
ensure the event was both safe and enjoyable 
for all.

The Sheep Drive and Livery Fair marked the 
opening of Wool Week 2021 and we were 
privileged that the Campaign for Wool joined 
us in 2021 as a lead sponsor. The Campaign 
for Wool launched Wool Week 2021 with 
Feel Better #Choose Wool. There could be no 
better strap line than that for the Sheep Drive 
Livery Fair 2021. We thank the Campaign 
and our other sponsors including Aon and 
Tenacity, Dr Henrik Paulsen and Lord Ranger 
for their generosity. 

Most of all, “Thank Ewe”, the Woolmen, for 
staging a wonderful day for the City, raising 
a large sum of money for the Woolmen’s 
Charity - Living Wool - Living Livery - and 
for enabling us to make a contribution to the 
Lord Mayor’s Charity.     

 

To see an extensive montage of photos of the 
day, do check out the Gallery Page at  
www.sheepdrive.london 
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2021 SHEEP DRIVE 
26TH SEPTEMBER 2021

“THE CITY IS NOW REOPENING AND 
THE WOOLMEN ARE BACK IN THE CITY, 
CELEBRATING WITH OUR LARGEST EVER 
SHEEP DRIVE AND LIVERY FAIR.”

DIARY NOTE: 
The 2022 Sheep 
Drive and Fair 
will be held on 
Sunday, the 25th 
September



Events
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The Inter Livery Shoot   
24TH JUNE 2021

Robyn Allardice - Bourne kindly or-
ganised two teams to compete in  the 
Inter-Livery Clay Pigeon shoot at the 
Holland & Holland professional shooting 
ground  in Northwood  ( North London). 
Robyn was unable to attend the day and 
Liveryman Mervyn Clarke acted as Shoot 
Captain. 
We split into two teams :-

Team Herdwick: Mervyn Clarke, Mark 
Johnson, Scott Hansen, Kevin Barwick    

Team Romney: Manny Cohen, Ulrika 
Dadley, Nissim Cohen, James Cohen 

 This was a tough and challenging shooting 
match. We had many highly experienced 
and able teams competing against us, and 
there was a very large attendance. The 
match involved shooting at a wide variety 
of fast-moving clay target “birds, both high 
and low,” but all FAST! 

Both teams put in a terrific effort and we 
all had lots of good fun and laughter, but 

we did not win the “Gold Cup” but the 
atmosphere and comradeship was grand, 
sporting in spirit, and everyone did their 
best! AND we won bottles of champagne 
and £500 for the Woolmens` Livery 
Charity Fund. (Now donated to the fund) 

FABERGE 
EVENING
A talk by Sarah, a Liveryman from 
the Worshipful Company of Turners, 
explored her family history through the 
early days of the Russian Czar Alexander 
III to the present day; the paradox 
being the making of the wedding rings 
for a Russian oligarch’s family…. How 
many times History have changed! 
Two hundred thousand pieces made by 
the Faberge family of which only a few 
hundred are still in existence in museums 
and private collections around the world, 
so as Sarah suggested, look in your attic 
or your local charity shop- as you may 
find the jewel in the crown.

Sarah has followed the illustrious history 
of the Faberge Company which her great 
grandfather Gutav Faberge started in a 
modest jewellery shop in St. Petersburg 
in 1842 and became the jeweller of choice 
for European royalty. As a distinguished 
jeweller in her own right, after studying 
design and silversmithing in London, her 
work too is exquisite. She is a director of 
special projects at the Faberge Heritage 
Council.

Sarah’s jewellery can be found in Harrods 
in Knightsbridge; Houston in Texas and 
Dubai. Or by private appointment at their 
office close to Westminster Cathedral. 

Nota bena – Manny Cohen asked the price 
of some of Sarah’s jewellery – prices start 
at just £600, Manny’s wife may be in for a 
really big surprise!! 

LILLIES OF THE VALLEY EGG 1898 
This pink guilloché enamel Art Nouveau 
egg, presented by Emperor Nicholas II to 
Empress Alexandra Feodorovna, is virtually 
smothered with pearls and diamonds set 
as lilies of the valley sprays, her favourite 
flower, and is designed in her most-liked 
style. It stands on four cabriolet feet 
entwined with diamond-set foliage. The 
surprise, three miniatures of their eldest 
daughters, Olga and Tatiana, surmounted 
by a diamond- and ruby-set Imperial 
Crown, appears when one of the pearls is 
twisted.

GEORGE BEST EGG CREATED BY 
SARAH FABERGE 
Limited edition number 37 of only 68 
produced - representing the number of 
times George Best played for Northern 
Ireland, the finial is formed as a Shamrock 
and created in sterling silver and gilt. The 
egg is spun in solid sterling, hand engine 
turned and guilloche enamelled in red. 
The copy European Cup medal stands to 
the front, recording George Bests part in 
Manchester United’s greatest European 
achievement. to the reverse, the football 
League Champions badge. The sides of the 
egg with the official crest of Manchester 
United in 1968 and from the same year the 
Northern Ireland crest. The lower half of the 
egg is decorated with the famous Faberge 
swags interspersed with ornamental silver 
on gilt footballs, modelled after the footballs 
of the 60's. The foot is hand engine turned 
in sterling silver on gilt. The inside on a field 
of gold on silver, George Best is presented 
poised to press forward in match action, a 
diamond studded football lies at his feet. 
Sarah Faberges mark stamped alongside the 
hallmark. 



Military Affiliations

Carol Service
TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2021 
Our Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols was this year 
shared with the Bakers Company and the Company of 
the Watermen and Lightermen at the historic church All 
Hallows by-the-Tower.

The Church is the oldest in the City of London but a 
living church serving todays City communities. Founded 
by the Abbey of Barking in 675 AD, 300 years before the 
Tower of London next to which it is located, it has cared 
for beheaded bodies for temporary burial following their 

executions on Tower Hill, including Thomas More, Bishop 
John Fisher and Archbishop Laud.

William Penn founder of Pennsylvania was baptised and 
John Quincy Adams was married in All Hallows. We were 
able to walk around before our service and view or read 
about its history including the arch from the Saxon Church 
and the tower and walls only remaining after extensive 
WWII bomb damage.

Carols were sung by members with anthems from the 
church’s choir and lessons read by the Masters of the 
Companies. Following the service was a short walk to the 
Bakers Hall with its magnificent Piper windows. Drinks, 
and a delicious meal with goose and most excellent 
company, enjoyed by all.
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Royal 
Navy
The Company has over the past 
twelve months been reviewing 
its various affiliations with units 
of the British armed forces.  
The Company has a long 
history of providing support 
to selected units in the form 
of prizes, grants and other 
awards – particularly to under 
privileged service personnel 
- whose purpose is to meet 
needs that cannot otherwise 
be provided by the public 
purse.  Whilst the Company 
has enjoyed mutually fruitful 
affiliations with British Army 
and Royal Air Force units for 
some time, an affiliation with 
a Royal Navy unit was needed 
to complete a “Tri-Service” 
approach. In June 2021, the 
Court agreed in principle that 
the Company would seek to 
develop a relationship with 
HMS RALEIGH.

RALEIGH is a shore 
establishment located in 
Torpoint (Devon) and is the 
principle training unit for all 
new entry recruits joining the 
Royal Navy.  It also provides 

continuation training for sailors 
throughout their careers and 
is home to both the Defense 
Maritime Logistics School 
and the Submarine School.  It 
houses a number of unique 
facilities including sophisticated 
damage control, firefighting and 
Replenishment at Sea (“RAS”) 
simulators.

In October 2021, Rupert 
Hague-Holmes and Andrew 
Henton visited RALEIGH 
at the invitation of the 
Commanding Officer (“CO”), 
Captain Suzi Nielsen RN, 
OBE.  The visit followed the 
signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (“MoU”) 
between the Company and 
RALEIGH and involved a tour 
of the unit’s facilities over its 
very impressive site which 
covers several square miles.  
The Woolmen managed to get 
their “feet wet” at Jupiter Point 
aboard one of the new fleet 
tenders which will be deployed 
by the Royal Navy’s aircraft 
carriers, and were left hugely 
impressed by the commitment, 
professionalism, and high 
morale of the training staff. 

The opportunity was taken 
to present the CO with a 
Woolmen plaque to mark 

the signing of our MoU.  The 
intention is for the Company 
to provide an annual prize to 
recognise a high achieving 
recruit, and also to support less 
well off recruits with equipment 
funding so that they can 
participate fully in adventurous 
training opportunities. In 
return, the CO has extended 
an offer for members of the 
Company and partners to visit 
RALEIGH for a day to enjoy a 
similar, and totally exclusive, 

VIP acquaintance visit to the 
unit.

Based on the hospitality shown 
to Rupert and Andrew, this 
should prove to be a very 
popular event and opportunity.  
We will also invite members 
of the leadership team from 
RALEIGH to attend one of our 
Livery dinners on an annual 
basis. We look forward to a long 
lasting and mutually rewarding 
relationship with RALEIGH!

Rupert Hague-Holmes Presenting the Woolman's Plaque to
Commanding Officer, Captain Suzi Nielsen RN, OBE
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During Lockdown Squadrons 
exploited VDS training to a 
new level for frequent users and 
offering a whole new training 
experience for others; a useful 

method of developing TTP’s when field training 
is not possible, or equipment is limited. At 
the first opportunity Squadrons deployed to 
the local training areas on weekend FTXs to 
initially prepare for the Regimental Patrols 
competition in July. Otterburn played host to 
Regimental Patrols Competition concentration 
focusing on the BCS, an ideal place to be tested 
with its rough terrain and unforgiving weather. 
After each team completed a round robin of 
stands over 48 hours, scores were tallied up and 
C Squadron were announced as the winners. 

It was pleasing to note the scores between the 
top and the bottom team were minimal. With 
dismounted skills refreshed our attention 
turned to Mounted training in build up to ADE 
and our first Regimental outing with JACKAL.

PATROL COMPETITION OTTERBURN

This year for ADE we were fortunate to deploy 
to Galloway Forest in South West Scotland in 
October with our JACKALs and fortunately 
weather was kind to us only testing our gortex 
once or twice! Exercise RISING FOX was a 
Mounted exercise broken down into three main 
phases. Phase one, an ROSI package to ensure 
troops were prepared for their deployment. 
Phase two, an opportunity for the Squadron 
to enter the Galloway Forest to familiarise 
themselves with operating and fighting in 
wood and forests as a Sqn. The final phase, a 
confirmatory Exercise, deployed the Squadron 
on a mission lasting three days to confirm or 
deny enemy presence and activity at Dreghorn, 
culminating in a Raid to disrupt the enemy’s 
activity. Each phase building on the last and all 
based round BSC. 

The approach resulted in the Yeomen 
completing ADE gaining valuable experience, 
missed as a result of Covid restriction, as MCC 
troops crewing JACKAL for the first time as 
a Squadron and providing a good platform to 

The Queens Own Yeomanry

Events
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build on for Ex WESSEX STORM in the future. 

The Officer’s and SNCO’s took part in the 
Commanding Officer’s Conceptual Study 
weekend at Fox Barracks, Chester, in order to 
discuss the future of Light Cavalry.  

This provided a forum for critical thinking to 
be explored whilst providing an opportunity for 
officers and SNCOs to socialise in a COVID-19 
safe manner. The products produced by 
the study weekend are to stimulate further 
discussion amongst the Light Cavalry User 
Group and within 4 Inf Bde.

SP have been mobilised on OP RESCRIPT and 
as part of the support team BATUK.

We have had success at sport with Lt Fiona 
Denton in the Queen’s Cup (Military Working 
Horses only) and the Queen’s Plate (Non-
military working horses) winning team at the 
Royal Windsor Horse Show. They followed this 

success with their first international completion 
finishing in the top 25%, with strong placings 
at the Royal Tournament and UK Armed 
Forces Championships, and 14th at the British 
Restricted Championships. In July they were 
selected onto the Army’s Elite Sport Program. 

An unusual challenge ended October when 
WO2(SSM) Ansell completed walking 360 
half marathons in 365 days to raise money for 
cancer research in memory of his father and 
LCpl Dean Ashworth, who lost his fight with 
cancer in November 2020 leaving a large whole 
in the Regiment. He has raised £18.847 by 1 
Nov 21.  

There have been a number of key personalities 
changing over since the last newsletter, we said 
farewell to the CO Lt Col M Pennett, XO Maj A 
Bullock RTR and WO1 (RSM) S Hollis RL and 
welcomed as CO Lt Col N Potter, XO Maj N 
Lees LD and WO1 (RSM) Revel.

ABOVE: WINNERS RIDE PAST 

LEFT: LT FIONA DENTON ROYAL 
WINDSOR HORSE SHOW
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Past Master Richard Excell 
arranged a most convivial visit 
to Coldharbour Woollen Mill 
in Uff culme in Devon for the 
Woolmen’s Southwest hub in 

early November.  He organised the visit 
as a joint event with the Incorporation of 
Weavers Fullers and Shearmen of Exeter. 
Past Masters will know that the Woolmen 
have reciprocal dining arrangements with 
the Incorporation and the Master Wool-
man traditionally makes a speech at their 
dinner, so a joint visit is an obvious next 
step to closer working together.  

 Th ey were represented by Nicola Baker, 
their fi rst woman master, Henry and Sally 
Parkin, Ian Gardner, Peter Dunsford, 
Henry Luce, Andrew Maynard, and 
Robin Th omas. Th e Woolmen fi elded 
Richard Excell, Bill Clark, Harry Farring-
ton, David and Isobel Wood, Peter and 
Pauline Reynolds, Gill and Steve Wilson, 
so all in all a very jolly party.  We all met 
up in the café for a drink and a slice of 
cake and then our guide Peter began the 
tour. Th e fi rst question was about the 
name Coldharbour, which means a cold 
haven, and was a place where pilgrims 

could obtain shelter without food in years 
gone by. (Apparently there are several 
Coldharbour’s in the country and they are 
all on former pilgrim routes.)  

We were then shown the outside of the 
mill so we could see the mill race and the 
mill wheel which originally powered the 
machines. We also saw how the building 
had been extended as waterpower gave 
way to steam power and the mill became 
so much more productive and required 
larger premises.

 Leading us inside the building, Peter 
took us up to the fi rst fl oor where we 
saw a carding machine train, a spinning 
mule and a variety of spinning wheels 
and paraphernalia laid out as a museum 
display. Peter explained that the heavier 
machines would have originally been on 
the ground fl oor so the vibrations did not 

shake the building apart, but they had 
been re-located for practical reasons. We 
heard about Fox’s puttees and were shown 
a machine for steaming puttees round 
a series of model calves, and old Sing-
er sewing machines, and then we went 
back to the ground fl oor and saw all the 
machines for preparing the yarn and the 
weaving machines. 

 Th e ground fl oor also held the boilers 
that made the steam, with walls of iron an 
inch and a half thick. In another room on 
the ground fl oor there was an apparatus 
called an Economiser. Th is was a system 
for re-cycling the hot water from the 
condensed steam, so it went back into the 
boiler pre-heated and saved energy – an 
early form of recycling energy! Th en it 
was time to go back to the café for lunch, 
conversation, and fellowship. Th ere was 
notable common ground between the 
Woolmen and the Incorporation and 
there is no doubt that we are kindred 
spirits – they even plan to drive sheep 
over Bideford bridge! – and so more joint 
visits and cooperation are planned. 

Hub News
News Call – Wednesday 17th November 2021 – A joint meeting of Hubs coordinated 
by Giles Schofield was held for an excellent exchange of ideas, reports on activities 
and analysis of events held           

Joint Visit To Coldharbour Mill With Th e 
Exeter Weavers Fullers And Shearmen

SOUTHWEST HUB
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Th e Bluebell 
Walk
24th  APRIl  2021
A sunny April morning saw 
the Woolmens` Essex Hub 
meet with other guests 

At Th e Barns, Parsonage Wood 
Farm, Woodham Mortimer 
to enjoy seeing liveryman 
Mervyn Clarke`s picturesque 
woodlands fi lled with abundant 
bluebells.  “Th e sapphire queen of mid-
May “in the words of John Keats.

Guests were welcomed by Mervyn and 
Magdalena to Champagne “elevenses” 
with hot sausage rolls. Suitably refreshed 
we walked across the fi elds to Parsonage 
Wood. For the benefi t of her youngest 
guest, the magic bell was rung by 

Magdalena to ask the woodland fairies 
for permission to enter the woods. 

Permission being given, we walked into 
the ancient woodlands and were greeted 
by a magical carpet of bluebells in full 
blossom. Walking through the woods 
we met Mr. Grumpy Tree.

 Back at the Barn, Magdalena proved to 

be a splendid hostess, presenting fi rst 
a “Bluebell Quiz” then two “Bluebell” 
poems by John Keats and Emily Bronte.

Th en followed more Champagne! and 
a splendid buff et lunch for all, kindly 
organised by Magdalena. 

A return visit is being organised when 
all are welcome  details to follow.

ESSEX HUB

A delegation of 13 members 
of the Canadian Wool Council 
fl ew to Britain in September 
establishing a special 
relationship with the Woolmen.

Th ey visited textile units in 
Bradford, took a walking tour 
of the City of London and 
attended a celebration black 
tie dinner held by the court at 
Watermans Hall.

A reception took place for 
everyone to meet and greet 
during which a Waterman gave 
their history.

Th e Master clothed as 
Liverymen:

• Prof. Justin Giles Joseph 
Morin-Carpentier RCN

• Matthew Rowe

Justin, born in Canada, resides 
in New York and operates as a 
consultant and military offi  cer 

and currently is special advisor 
to the Canadian Wool Council 
and Campaign for Wool in 
Canada.

Matthew, also born in and 
resides in Canada is CEO of 
Th e Campaign for Wool in 
Canada and is the recipient of 
the Queens Golden Jubilee and 
the Queens Alumni Jubilee 
medals for service to the Crown 
and Country.

Guests included: Nicholas 
Coleridge CBE – Campaign for 
Wool  and Marshall Allender – 
Campaign for Wool. 

Th e Master during dinner took 
wine with the new Liverymen 
and Rupert Hague-Holmes 
proposed the toast to all 13 
guests.

Th e guest speaker, Murray 
Craig, Clerk of the 
Chamberlains Court gave an 

entertaining speech calling on 
his experiences over many years 
in this appointment.

A stirrup cup rounded off  a 
very pleasant and momentous 
occasion.

Th e following day all visitors 
enjoyed the Sheep Drive and 
who knows, we may yet see a 

similar event in Toronto. Th e 
party then boarded the night 
sleeper to Scotland where 
a very full programme had 
been arranged. Th anks to the 
Honorary Court Assistant Peter 
Ackroyd and the Campaign 
for Wool for their help in 
establishing this relationship.

Magdalena to ask the woodland fairies woodlands fi lled with abundant 

Canadian delegation visit and
celebration dinner  25th SEPTEMBER 2021

Prof. Justin Giles Joseph 
Morin-Carpentier RCN

Matthew Rowe
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The Master presided over the dinner at the 
Clothworkers Hall and welcomed the Representative 
Lord Mayor, Alderman Sir Andrew Parmly, his wife 
and the Sheriffs. Musical Entertainment was provided 
by Jerome Knox, Lady Wootton’s nephew, Gemma 

Summerfield, and Paul McKensie.

Academic Achievement Awards were presented to:-

Yufei Xiang – Glasgow University – Most promising student on 
the MPhil Textile Conservation course .
Magdalena Sobula- Heriot Watt: Student on the Master’s Course 
undertaking research relating to Wool Textiles.                                                                                                                               
Roberta Vitiello – SRUC (Scotland Rural Agricultural College) 
– A PhD on the effect of maternal care on the neurobiological, 
emotional, and cognitive development of lambs.
Harry Sparrow – Huddersfield Centre for Excellence: Apprentice 
at Camira Fabrics. Winner of the Lord Barnby Award for the most 
promising young person working in the wool textile industry in 
West Yorkshire.                                                                                                              
Kate Ruttle – Huddersfield University: BA/BSc Student 
undertaking a UK industrial placement (A full year with Bower & 

Roebuck at New Mill Huddersfield).
Jessica Harrington – University of the Arts London: Wool for the 
Future Award. A project designed to reduce waste associated with 
home textiles and furnishings by designing them with end-of-life 
process in mind. 
Marguerite Sherry – University of Lincoln: Woolmen University 
of Lincoln Award. A Project about how to apply biomimicry to 
create textile processes that enhance nature.

Civic Dinner – 27th October 2021
Prior to the dinner a New Members Clothing for 12 was held.

AWARD WINNERS: LEFT TO RIGHT; Yufei Xiang, Magdalena Sobula, 
Roberta Vitiello, Harry Sparrow, The Master, Kate Ruttle, Jessica 
Harrington, Marguerite Sherry

New Members Clothed 
as Liverymen at the 
Civic Dinner 
Back Row Standing left to right; Ben Ogden, 
David Park, Olly St. John,  John Saunders, 
Irving Warnett (behind the Master), Rhys 
Davies, Gary Hurlstone, Mary Lopez-
Ferreiro, Scott Neilson-Hansen, Mark 
Garraway. Front Row Sitting left to right; 
Michael Wright, Peter Hullah, the Master, 
Manny Cohen, Rhys Iley

• Ben Ogden – besides working as a legal 
professional in insurance as a resolver 
of disputes, Ben has many charitable 
activities.

• David Park – a company director 
supporting animal welfare and textiles in 
his work with retailers and in the field of 
Interior contracting.

• Olly St.John – with a background of 
branding and marketing especially in the 
creative industry including Fashion and 
Textiles also he was a young Freeman.

• John Saunders – expert in merchant 
banking and corporate finance and 
consultancy. Currently involved in 
investing, developing support living 
space.

• Irving Warnett – a financial services 

consultant with a family history in 
Yorkshire and the Wool Industry.

• Rhys Davies – involved in numerous 
businesses and organisations in Yorkshire 
including British Wool Marketing Board.

• Gary Hurlstone – founder of NexGen 
Tree Shelters providing covers using wool 
as the substrate and working closely with 
the UK sheep farming communities.

• Mary Lopez-Ferreiro – is keenly 
interested in mechanics and engineering 
particularly involved in building a small 
scale wind turbine.

• Scott Neilson-Hansen – particular interest 
in show jumping, running a livery yard 

with his wife. Training young people and 
interested in fundraising. 

• Mark Garraway – with 30 years of 
experience as a reputable management 
and corporate communications 
practitioner Mark wishes to give 
something back to the City.

• Michael Wright – spending time between 
Chipping Norton and Gozo, Michael has 
been a trainer and educator with very 
active interests in the air and water.

• Rhys Iley – a breeder of pedigree 
Southdown Sheep; Trustee of Treloars 
and the Life governor of the Royal Welsh 
Agricultural Society.
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Voting took place at the outstanding Barber- Surgeons 
Hall with its artifacts and historic connections to 
Henry VIII.

• Peter Hullah was confi rmed as Master Elect
• Emanuel Cohen was confi rmed as Upper Warden
• David Hopkins was confi rmed as Under Warden

for the forthcoming year.

Five New Members were clothed as Liverymen.

Aft er the formal business the master received Guests 
to a champagne reception followed by dinner. Grace 
was spoken by our chaplain, Paul Kennedy, Principal 
guest was Rt Hon Sir Geoff rey Vos, Master of the 
Rolls accompanied by his wife Lady Vos.

Also entertained was the Austrian Ambassador Dr 
Michael Zimmerman.

Two new awards were presented the fi rst being a 
legacy from P.M. Rex Johnson presented by his son 
IPM Mark Johnson on behalf of the Johnson family to 
Janine Christley, Director of Funding at Ruskin Mill 
Trust. Rex and Mark were in the same hospital at the 
same time last year unknown to each. Unfortunately, 
Rex did not survive but we now have his lovely trophy 
by which to remember him.

Th e other was the Red Arrows Woolmen Award 
for excellence represented by a cup and citation 
to Adjutant Warrant Offi  cer Alan Irons who 
was accompanied by Wing Commander David 
Montenegro OBE from the Royal Air Force 
Aerobatics Team aka the Red Arrows.

Sung Grace was accompanied by pianist David 
Swinson who later entertained us with a recital of 
Bachs Preludes and Fugues. David is a fellow alumnus 
with the Master of Jesus College Cambridge, where 
he was organ scholar. For the past twenty years he has 
been Director of Music at Trinity School Croydon 
where he also directs the world-famous Trinity Boys 
Choir. For the Civic Dinner held remotely, David 
provided the recorded entertainment, deploying the 
choir and his excellent Jazz Band- for which we were 
and remain very grateful.

Loyal and Civic Toasts proceeded “Th e Guests” 
proposed by Liveryman Ulrika Dadley with an 
entertaining response by the Master of the Rolls 
on the subject of the title “Master” in use in Livery 
and judicial circles, the title of “mistress” being 
inappropriate. Members and guests were invited to 
round off  a very enjoyable evening with a stirrup cup. 
A special thanks to Ann Hicks, wife of Liveryman 
Philip Hicks, who provided excellent and numerous 
photographs of the evening.

Alms Court Meeting And Dinner
27TH JANUARY 2022

ABOVE: Janine Christley and the Master

ABOVE: Wing Commander David Montenegro OBE, Adjutant Warrant Offi  cer Alan 
Irons and Simon Meade OBE with our team
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Common Hall Election of the Lord Mayor
Wednesday 29th September 2021

Liverymen were summoned to attend in 
the Great Hall of Guildhall.

The event commenced with the 
procession of the Livery Committee 
followed by robed masters, Prime 
Wardens and Upper Bailiff from the 
Crypt to the Great Hall.

Alderman, Sheriffs and Officers, together 
with their Beadles followed ahead of the 
Lord Mayor with the Mace and Sword.

When all were seated Common Hall was 
opened by the Common Cryer and the 
Sergeant-at-Arms.

Minutes of the last meeting were read.

Nominations for the year 2021/2022 
were Vincent Keaveny and for 2022/2023 

Nicolas Lyons and for the later year 
Alison Gowman, Timothy Hailes 

and Michael Mainelli.

During the voting absence of the Lord 
Mayor Elect and Aldermen in the Print 
Room, Angela Roach, the Assistant Town 
Clerk gave a very interesting address 
highlighting the increasing number of 
positions held in the City by females, 
herself as an example being the first 
female of colour.

Following the established procedure, the 
Lord Mayor Elect confirmed his assent 
to take office, received his chain of office 
and responded outlining his intentions 
and priorities for the ensuing year.

A resolution of thanks to the Lord Mayor 

was moved to which he replied detailing, 
despite the problems of the past year and 
a half, having conducted the business 
of this office he carried out hundreds of 
zoom meetings 

Alison Gowman, Timothy Hailes were 
proposed and elected as Sheriffs and the 
outgoing Sheriffs Michael Mainelli and 
Christopher Hayman addressed the hall 
with an entertaining Barker + Corbett 
type presentation on their term of office.

Common Hall was then dissolved with 
the outgoing procession in reverse order 
and Liverymen departed to various halls 
to enjoy lunch, all our own members 
joining other Liveries hosted by the 
Master Painter Stainer.

• David Mitchell – a-chartered 
accountant living in Littondale In 
the heart of sheep family country. 

• Andrew Riley – Andrew is closely 
involved in the West Yorkshire 
Worsted Wool Textile Industry with 
three generations of his family and 
has close connection with the City.

• Tom Nash – RN Lieutenant having 
joined the Navy in 2014 and has 
spent time at sea and in various 
shore based units is now eager to 
learn more about London and the 
City

• Peter Benson – has a long 
association with Bradford Civic 
Community and the Wool Trade. A 
retired circuit judge with a lengthy 
legal background.

• Jonathan Soar – a well known figure 
in the City having been Master 
of the Information Technologists 
and a tireless worker for numerous 
charities.

BACK ROW: Left to Right: David Mitchell, Andrew Riley, Tom Nash. FRONT ROW: Peter Benson, 
Peter Hullah, Master, Manny Cohen, Jonathan Soar

New Members Clothed As Liverymen at 
Alms Court Dinner
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Alderman Vincent Keav-
eny is a partner in the 
international business law 
fi rm. DLA Piper. Vincent 
was elected as Alderman 
for the Ward of Farring-
ton Within 2013 and held 
offi  ce as Sheriff  of the 
City of London for the 
year 2018/19. 

Vincent was born in Dublin in 1965. He 
was educated at St. Michael’s College, 
Dublin. He graduated from University 
College Dublin with a Bachelor of Civil 
Law in 1986 and from Trinity College, 
Dublin with a Master in Letters in 1989.He 
was called to the Irish Bar in 1988. 

Vincent has lived in London since 1989. 
Since his admission as a Solicitor of the 
Senior Courts of England and Wales in 
1992 he has worked as a banking and 
fi nance lawyer in private practice in the 
City. He advises a mix of corporate clients 
and fi nancial institutions in the UK and 
Europe on debt fi nance and complex 
Capital market transactions. He is listed as 
a leading practitioner in his area of practice 
by all of the major legal directories. He was 
recongnised by UCD as its Law Alumnus 
of the Year in 2018. He was a member of 
the Committee of the City of London Law 
Society from 2006 to 2013 and served 
as President of the City of London Law 
Society in 2014-2015. He is an Honorary 
Bencher of Gray’s Inn.

Following his election in 2013 he has 
served on a number of City of London 
Corporation Committees including 
Finance; City Bridge Trust and Planning 
and Transportation and has been a 
member of the Court of the Honorable Th e 
Irish Society. He is currently a member of 
the Policy and Resources Committee and 
the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping 
Sub-committee. He is also a Governor 
of the City of London School and chairs 

the Samuel Wilson’s Loan Trust. He is 
the Court of Alderman’s representative 
trustee on the board of the Sir John Soane’s 
Museum, where he chaired the Audit and 
Risk Committee until January 2021 and is 
a trustee of the Lord Mayors Appeal.

Vincent is a Liveryman of the City of 
London Solicitors, Woolmen, Distillers, 
Spectacle Makers, Stationers, Framework 
Knitters, Upholders and Security 
Professionals Companies. He served as 
a Master Solicitor in 2014/15 and is a 
member of the City Livery Club, the City 
Pickwick Club and the Royal Society of 
St. George (City Branch). He is the Senior 
Patron of the Farringdon Ward Club.

Amanda and Vincent married in 1993. 
She worked as an intensive care/high 
dependency nursing sister in two London 
hospitals for a number of years. For 
several years she has volunteered with the 
West London charity for the homeless, 
Glass Door, cooking in the day shelter at 
the Chelsea Methodist Church. She is a 
Liveryman of the Fletchers’ Company and 
a member of the Company of Nurses.

Vincent’s interests include theatre and 
opera. He chairs the board of the vocal 
ensemble, Exaudi, and is a director of 
Actors Touring Company. In what spare 
time he has, he enjoys tennis and walking 
the Labrador. Recently, he has rekindled 
his love of riding.

Profi le of Lord Mayor 
ALDERMAN VINCENT KEAVENY
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LORD MAYORS SHOW 2021
Th e Woolmen’s Float in the Lord Mayor’s Show

It is not very oft en that a Woolman 
becomes Lord Mayor (the last 
one was Sir David Wootton in 
2011, (but then you have to go 
back a very long way before that 
for the previous one), and so 

the Company was keen to do Alderman 
Vincent Keaveny proud for his Lord 
Mayor’s Show.  Th e planning started pre-
pandemic, and then everything was on 
hold when last year’s show (and Vincent’s 
election as Lord Mayor) were delayed for 
a year; and then started again as soon as 
the City began to open up.  When the 
day came, the weather forecast was very 
mild, but as we all assembled on London 
Wall to take our place in the procession 
there was a chilly breeze which made 
it slightly uncomfortable – unless you 
were wearing wool next to the skin!  But 
the intrepid Woolmen kept themselves 
warm by generating suffi  cient hot air with 
interesting conversations about all sorts 
of topics, but there was general agreement 
that we all wished the new Lord Mayor 
and Amanda the very best for their year 
in offi  ce. Liveryman Steve Roland-Jones 
sergeant-majored us into some sort of 
order, and then all of a sudden we were off , 
led by the Immediate Past Master Mark 
Johnson, Upper Warden Peter Hullah 
and Under Warden Manny Cohen.  Th e 
Woolmen walked up London Wall to 
the junction with Wood Street where 

the walking group was joined by the 
mechanised and animal part of the fl oat. 

Th is part consisted of Liveryman Ulrika 
Dadley dressed as a sheep riding a quad 
bike towing a trailer containing sheep; 
David and Barbara Seamark and their sons 
Charles and Robert with their fi ve sheep 
dogs, assisted by Anne Donoghue; and the 
giant sheep that had been made for our 
2017 entry into the show. Honorary Court 
Assistant Margaret Miller, who chaired 
the planning committee, had managed to 
recruit some volunteers at the eleventh 
hour from the Chinese community to 
manipulate the sheep.

Th e streets of London were crowded 
– perhaps not as much as usual – but 
everyone was pleased to see the fl oats, and 

as usual the live sheep and the 
dogs were a major attraction, 
especially for the younger 
ones in the crowd and caused 
lots of comment. 

Past Master Chris Th ierry and 
Manny played to the crowd 
shouting at them “Wool!” to 
get the response “Baa!” back 
from the spectators. 

As the fl oat approached 
Mansion House, Mark 
gave three cheers for the 
Lord Mayor – which, in 
time-honoured fashion, 
was delivered as three 
hearty “Baas” – and was 
acknowledged by the Lord 
Mayor as he raised his hat in 

reply. Th e Woolmen’s fl oat was between the 
City University of London double-decker 
bus and the de Laurean car from the West 
End stage show of Back to Th e Future. 

Th e Woolmen kept up well with the bus, 
but then it was noticed that there was a 
gap behind us, and the car was no longer 
following. It had stopped so the star of the 
show, Olly Dobson, could jump out and 
serenade the Mansion House with Th e 
Power Of Love from the stage show. 

 Th e next unexpected event was a group 
of protesters who came the wrong way 
down the parade route, but whatever they 
were saying was drowned out by the Royal 
Marines band which had closed up behind 
us.  Before long the Woolmen reached 
Temple and the lunch stop, which was a 
welcome respite, before continuing the 
return leg of the processional route.

 As always, part of the fun of the show is 
to watch the BBC programme on iPlayer 
aft erwards to see if the Woolmen’s fl oat 
appears – and it did! Not only did it feature 
some footage of the sheep drive, but the 
Woolmen’s fl oat got as much or more 
airtime as any other fl oat (although the 
commentary was oft en out of kilter with 
what was being shown on the screen).

Preparing Th e Sheep For Th e Start

� e Woolmen would like to congratulate 
the Lord Mayor on his installation and 
wish him all the best for his year in 
o�  ce; and also thank Margaret Miller 
and her team for successfully arranging 
� rst- class entry into the show
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Passed away peacefully at home on the 12th of August 2021 Aged 89.

Keith was a Yorkshire publishing entrepreneur and philanthropist whose 
benefactions to the country cricket club and to Opera North helped secure 
the fi nancial stability of both institutions. 

He founded and owned Emerald Publishing, a Bingley operation which 
became an international leader in the dissemination of academic research. 
He set it up aft er an earlier career in mining engineering, studying at Leeds 
on a Coal Board scholarship and working for 3 years in South Africa.

A Sad Farwell
DR KEITH HOWARD OBE

COURT MEMBERS WHO ATTENDED 
THE ALMS COURT MEETING 

ON 27TH JANUARY 2022
Back Row:  Giles Schofi eld, Kevin Barwick, PM John Brewer, PM Andrew Dawson Jo Huxley, Peter Lynch, 

David Hopkins, Roland Hayes, Greg Craig Waller

Front Row: PM Richard Hollis, IPM Mark Johnson, Master Elect Peter Hullah, Master Sir David Wootton, Emmanuel 
Cohen, PM Chris Th ierry, Margaret Miller

Footnote: Th anks to everyone who has written reports or articles for this edition



THE BENEFITS  
OF WOOL

The Woolmen’s Livery is the Best of the Best,  
North, South, East & West

When Woolmen wear wool, we wear it with pride

It could be from Yorkshire (mills there still thrive)

Warming in the winter and cooling in the sun

How lucky we are united as one

So do raise your glass and let it be full

“There is no Substitute for Wool”



LANA SPES NOSTRA


