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We heard the news of the death of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth with a great sense of 
sadness. In mourning her loss, our thoughts 
as Woolmen turned to her son King Charles 
111 and to his sister The Princess Royal. On 

your behalf, I have written to them both expressing our grief and 
promising them our loyalty and support in all their endeavours. 
Those letters are included. 

Looking back over the summer, the Woolmen were well 
represented in supporting sheep shearing at the major county 
shows. A group of Woolmen gathered at the Royal Bath and West 
Show on Jubilee weekend to present the first set in a series of prizes 
for junior shearing which would culminate in a national award. 
With the assistance of British Wool, the Woolmen linked with the 
show organisers to provide sponsorships and prizes. 

For us the Jubilee celebrations in London became international 
with our Canadian Woolmen gathering for a Jubilee lunch in 
Canada House. Not forgetting our local “hubs”, we then travelled 
west to join an animated group of Woolmen and their families and 
friends for a beacon lighting high above Wiveliscombe. This was 
followed by gatherings at the Great Yorkshire Show and the Royal 
Welsh Shows with Woolmen supported shearing competitions 
taking place in the presence of local Woolmen. 

After two years of “confinement”, we were able this year to hold a 
Master’s Weekend. Based in Harrogate, we spent day one exploring 
the diversity of Bradford, visiting British Wool, Haworth Scouring, 
Bradford Cathedral, the Reform Synagogue and Bradford Central 
Mosque. On the following day we turned our attention to the 
countryside and spent a morning with Stephen Hipps as he shared 
his passion for Ryeland sheep. 

After an afternoon steeped in the history of Newby Hall, with fun 
on the model railway as a bonus, we gathered for a formal dinner 
in Rudding Park Hotel. There we were warmly entertained by the 
humour of our speaker Howard Petch and by the cosmopolitan 
music drifting upwards from a wedding taking place on the floor 
below.

The Harrogate weekend was most memorable and a much-valued 
opportunity for Woolmen to spend time relaxing in each other’s 
company. Thank you to so many Woolmen who travelled to join 
in the festivities which concluded with attending Sunday morning 
worship in Ripon Cathedral.

We have had the opportunity this year to celebrate our close 
affiliations with all the three military services. Gathering our 
representatives together for a presentation before the Summer 
Banquet highlighted our commitment to support aspects of Army, 
Navy and Air Force life in unique ways. On the ground, Ann and 
I have been with the Yorkshire Yeomanry at a range on the moors 
above Leyburn, attended a passing out parade of recruits at HMS 
Raleigh and been present at the ending of the RAF’s presence at 
RAF Scampton, marked by a precision display of flying by the 
“Reds”.

Formally, the Woolmen, through the hard work of our Clerk, are 
efficiently moving on from a successful Jubilee Summer Banquet to 
our Civic Dinner which is scheduled to be in the Mansion House. 
Looking ahead to that, we are in good heart. Thanks to a growing 
interest in local social events taking place around the country we 

feel more connected and Covid has given us both Zoom contact, 
nationally and internationally together and a deep sense of the 
enjoyment of our local Woolly communities.  

As the page turns in the story of our nation, so our own livery 
is changing and adapting to different times. We are encouraged 
by the energy and commitment of the Woolmen to promote the 
uniqueness of wool fibre nationally and internationally. We may 
need wool even more this year as the temperatures drop and the 
heating is switched on, or perhaps “OFF”.

My mother’s instruction given in Bradford many years ago to young 
and old alike in winter, “You need a wool vest or you will catch your 
death of cold “may be more true now than ever before. Thank you 
to the sheep and for all who work to turn their fibre into the best 
product for each of us and for our world. We are embarking on a 
new chapter and we are learning that indeed Lana Spes Nostra.

Peter Hullah  
Master Woolman 

“AS THE PAGE TURNS IN THE STORY OF 
OUR NATION, SO OUR OWN LIVERY IS 
CHANGING AND ADAPTING TO  
DIFFERENT TIMES” 

Message from the Master
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THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF WOOLMEN
Duncan GE Crole, Clerk

153 Leathwaite Road, London SW11 6RW
Telephone: 020 7193 4448

Email: clerk@woolmen.com

His Majesty The King
Buckingham Palace
London
SW1A 1AA                                                                              9th September 2022

Your Majesty,

Following the death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second I write to you on behalf of the 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen, to express our sincere condolences.

We will remember and treasure memories of Her Majesty for her empathy, her humility and her 
faith and for her leadership of our nation and people for 70 years.

The Worshipful Company of Woolmen, an ancient guild dedicated to the promotion of 
wool, works in close partnership with your foundation, the Campaign for Wool.     

We, the Woolmen, deeply value the encouragement and the support you give to this unique and 
sustainable fibre in so many ways. 
 
At this sad time, please be assured that we hold you and your family in our thoughts and 
prayers.

With deep sympathy

Peter Hullah

Master 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen
Board member Campaign for Wool  
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THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF WOOLMEN
Duncan GE Crole, Clerk

153 Leathwaite Road, London SW11 6RW
Telephone: 020 7193 4448

Email: clerk@woolmen.com

Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal
Buckingham Palace
London, SW1A 1AA

                                                                                                           9th September 2022

Your Royal Highness,

Following the death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second I write to you on behalf of the 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen, to express our sincere condolences. 

 We will remember and treasure memories of Her Majesty for her empathy, her humility and her 
faith and for her leadership of our nation and people for 70 years.

You will mourn personally and deeply the loss of your dear and much-loved mother. In your 
grief and at this time of great sadness, be assured that, as a Past Master of the Woolmen, you 
and your family have our support and prayers. 

With deepest sympathy

Peter Hullah
Master
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Junior Shearing–The Final for  
The CAMAC Award - 19th July 2022

The Junior Shearing 
“Winner of Winners 
Final” supported by the 
Woolmen with assistance 
from Andrew Hogley and 

Richard Schofield of British Wool was 
held at the Royal Welsh Show on the 
19th July 2022.

Junior refers to a shearer who has won 
2 competitions in season 1 and shears 
approx.150/200 sheep in one day.

The Woolmen awarded prizes for the 
competitors in the junior shearing 
competitions at the Royal Ulster Show, 
The Royal Welsh Show, The Bath and 
West Show, The Great Yorkshire Show 
and The Royal Highland Show.

The first and second competitors in 
each show were invited to a “Winner of 
Winners” final at The Royal Welsh. Two 
semi-finals were held on the same day 
at The Royal Welsh followed by the best 
5 shearers going forward to the final.

Qualifying for the grand final were 
Rhys Morris (Wales), Jack France 
(Bath and West), Harry Owen (Wales), 
Harvey Samuel (from Wales but 
qualifying through the Yorkshire Show) 
and Matthew Chambers (The Royal 
Ulster Show). 

The winner was Matthew Chambers 
from Co. Down, Northern Ireland.

Matthew received a gold medal and will 
receive this medal again from the Lord 
Mayor of London at the Civic Dinner 
on October 17th in the Mansion House. 
All the finalists received significant 
cash prizes and the Woolmen were 
thanked many times by the organisers 
at the Royal Welsh for supporting this 
competition through to the final.  

PICTURED RIGHT: The Master presented the 
prizes on behalf of the Woolmen, for this 
final alongside Andrew Hogley of British 
Wool.

Agricultural Shows

It was wonderful to catch 
up with the Master and 
Ann at the Royal Welsh 
Show. Despite it being 
the hottest day of the 

year in Wales, (Over 42 degrees 
in the main arena, which 
meant some of the displays 
had to be postponed) you 
will be pleased to see that The 
Master maintained his sartorial 
standards with BOTH a jacket 
and tie!! 

In all seriousness it was great 
that the Woolmen were very 
present at what is Europes 
largest agricultural show. ABOVE: Stephen Hipps Judging at the Welsh Show

ABOVE: Respite from the Heat! Rhys & Gwen Iley 
with the Master & Ann

Royal Welsh Show - 8th - 21st July 2022
REPORT FROM LIVERYMAN RHYS ILEY
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Agricultural Shows

The Royal Bath and West Show excelled in its promise 
of being one of the best shows in recent memory after 
an absence of two years due to COVID, with the event 
being extra special, on 2nd June, the first day of the 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of its Patron, Her Majesty 

the Queen.The Worshipful Company of Woolmen are the main 
sponsor of some of the sheep shearing events. We are most grateful 
for our close relationship with the RB&W Society and for their part, 
in conjunction with Past Master Richard Excell and his wife Carolyn, 
in hosting a wonderful day for many Woolmen and their guests. The 
South West Hub was delighted to welcome the Master, Peter Hullah 
and his wife Ann, Liveryman Jennifer McHaughlin of the Dorset 
& Hants Hub, Under Warden David Hopkins and his wife Binnie 
who all gathered in the Sponsors’ lounge for coffee before a busy 
programme of events throughout the day. We started at the sheep 
pens and showing rings, ably led by Steven Stamp, BEM, Chief Sheep 
Steward, who gave a fascinating insight into breeding and showing 
techniques, both for wool and the meat trade.

We enjoyed a delicious summer luncheon in the Council Pavilion 
and were delighted to be joined by Liveryman Peter Reynolds, 
Chief Steward of the Show Press Office and his wife Pauline. After 
lunch we were welcomed in the sheep shearing shed by Andrew 
Derriman, Chief Steward, to watch the Golden Shears Open Shearing 
Championship, Junior and Intermediate finals and the Six Nations 
Blade shearing final. 

Peter Hullah presented the prizes. We learnt a lot about the skill of 
shearing, from the enthusiastic commentator Andrew Wear and also 
from Chief Judging Steward Julian Branfield who gave us a private 
tour of the post shearing inspection of the sheep, behind the scenes.

The Master and Ann left for their final duty of the day, the lighting 
of a Jubilee Beacon on the Brendon Hills in West Somerset. Some 
of the South West Hub joined Peter who blessed the bonfire after a 
champagne, strawberries, fireworks, bugler and of course Coronation 
chicken alfresco supper! 

Woolmen at Royal Bath & West 
A memorable day ending in spectacular views of lit beacons 
stretching from the Quantocks to the Somerset Levels, Mendips, 
Blackdowns and Dartmoor.

The Royal Bath & West Show - 
2nd To 6th June 2022

REPORT FROM DIANA FARRINGTON

Shearing Competition 

1st Prize-Valais Blacknose
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For the second year running the 
Show was run as a four day 
show – historically for 185 years 
it had been held as a three day 
Agricultural Show. This increase 

in days has been a great improvement as 
the numbers attending each day are now 
restricted to approx. 30000 and tickets can 
only be bought Online – now one can walk 
throughout the Show without continual 
jostling. However, the extra day has had 
a knock-on effect to the Woolmen prize 
giving. Traditionally we have presented 
our Shearing prizes on the Tuesday and 
Wednesday. This year we maintained the 
Junior and Intermediate prizegiving for the 
Tuesday and Woolman Andrew Hogley 
(C.E.O of the British Wool Marketing 
Board) presented the prizes.

For the Wednesday the Master traditionally 
gave the prizes to the Ladies Open winners 
but at late notice this was transferred to 
the Thursday. However, on the Wednesday 
the Master was able to be present at the get 
together for Lunch in the Council Dining 
room of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society 
with 12 of The Staple of England including 
the Mayor of the Staple and 12 Woolmen. A 
very pleasant occasion.

On the Thursday the prizes for the Ladies 
Open were given by Hilary Allan to the 
well-deserved winners. 

The Lady shearers are a very important 
factor in shearing on the family farms to 
help out when some of the male shearers 
may not be available to carry out the 
shearing task.

Since the Woolmen have been involved 
in the early 1990’s with the assisting of 
the Shearing the UK has been able to 
turn around from being nett importers of 
Shearers from the Southern Hemisphere to 
nett exporters of shearers to the Rest of the 
World. From 2022 in co-operation with the 
BWMB the Woolmen are now supporting 
the training of Apprentice shearers. 

 The scoring for the Shearers is very 
important in that the final points of the 
Winner are based on the fewer points one 
receives the better is the result. They are 
marked by Judges who rotate around each 

shearer approximately every 60 seconds 
to avoid any bias and give more Board 
mark points for untidy shearing including 
possible cuts and Pen marks when the sheep 
are returned to the Pens at the rear of the 
shearing. Speed is important but not always 
the fastest wins if points are added for poor 
shearing.

The Woolmen are only giving support to 
those Shearers who compete under the 
BISCA (British Isles Shearing Competition 
Association) judging and rules supported 
by the British Wool Marketing Board.

The Great Yorkshire Show - 12th - 15th July 2022
REPORT FROM PAST MASTER ANDREW DAWSON

Agricultural Shows

“THE LADY SHEARERS 
ARE A VERY IMPORTANT 
FACTOR IN SHEARING ON 
THE FAMILY FARMS TO HELP 
OUT WHEN SOME OF THE 
MALE SHEARERS MAY NOT 
BE AVAILABLE TO CARRY 
OUT THE SHEARING TASK”

ABOVE: Line up of the Winners of the  Ladies Open with Mrs Hilary Allan

ABOVE: The Woolmen’s Presence
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The Prince of Wales 
meets Woolman 
Matthew Rowe as he 
is welcomed to the 
Campaign for Wool 

room during the 2022 Canadian 
Royal Tour in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland at Government 
House (the Provincial Residence 
of the Queen’s Representative). 
Astrid-Maria Ciarallo, Campaign 
for Wool Canada Board member 
and Freeman of the Company, is 
pictured at the event.

Our Campaign for Wool Patron, 
HRH The Prince of Wales, was 
in Canada for an official visit in 
May as part of the celebrations 
for Her Majesty The Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee. Woolmen 
Matthew Rowe, President and 
CEO, Campaign for Wool 
Canada and the Canadian Wool 
Council, and I were pleased to 
greet The Prince of Wales at the 
beautiful Government House 
in St. John’s, Newfoundland to 
talk about the Campaign and 
sustainability. 

Our Patron was introduced to 
knitters from the local 100-year-
old Newfoundland knitting 
group NONIA where he heard 
about how they have kept the 
traditions alive for generations 
and are a guardian of the artistic 
skill in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. NONIA also raises 
money for nursing stations in the 
remote outport communities. 

The Campaign will be profiling 
NONIA in their upcoming 
‘Fabric of Canada’ video series.

Prince of Wales also met 
representatives from the 
Campaign’s work in fashion, 
interior design, and fine art 
in front of a Campaign for 
Wool banner woven by A.W. 
Hainsworth.  

The press highlight from the 
tour was undoubtedly HRH 
The Prince of Wales meeting 
his 'woolly doppelgänger’, a 
100% Canadian wool needle-
felted sculpture, that received 
significant global press from 
around the world with over a 
billion views and impressions.

We were able to update HRH 
on the many activities since 
he brought the Campaign to 
Canada in 2014 including 
our collaboration with the 
globally esteemed Canadian 
brand SMYTHE for a first-in-
Canada ‘100mile jacket'. It was 
a ‘sheep to shop’ journey with 
wool that was raised, milled, 
dyed and woven within 100 
miles of SMYTHE’s Toronto 
studio and sold at the upmarket 
Holt Renfrew. SMYTHE was 
madepopular world-wide 

through their ‘Duchess’ blazer 
that The Duchess of Cambridge 
wore on their post-wedding 
Canadian royal tour in 2011.

Other exciting projects that 
have been underway include 
an interior design project with 
esteemed Canadian interior 
designer Sarah Richardson 
which was featured in 
Architectural Digest, and a 
five-year strategic plan for the 
wool and farming industry in 
Canada. The Prince of Wales saw 
one of the carpets produced as 
part of that collaboration and 
was offered the opportunity to 
custom design his own 100% 
Canadian wool rug.  

HRH The Prince of Wales 
is a long-time advocate for 
sustainability, of which the last 
12 years leading the Campaign 
for Wool represents only a small 
part of his work in support of 
the environment. This royal tour 
event was a great opportunity to 
spotlight the many sustainable 
benefits of wool (something 
that I know I don’t need to sell 
you on) and showcased the 
great work that we do together 
to advocate for natural and 
sustainable fibres.  

We are greatly appreciative 
of the unwavering support of 
The Campaign’s Global Chair 
Nicholas Coleridge, COO Peter 
Ackroyd, and Manager Marshall 
Allender in all of our work and 
endeavours. A special ‘thank 
you’ to Sir David Wootton, 
The Right Reverend Peter 
Hullah, Duncan Crole, and all 
Woolmen for welcoming our 
Canadian group into the fold 
and providing this opportunity 
to share our work.

Overseas News
Wool and Sustainability Highlighted  
by HRH The Prince of Wales during  

Canadian Royal Tour
REPORT FROM ASTRID-MARIA CIARALLO

ABOVE: Matthew Rowe looks on while 
artist Rosemarie Péloquin talks to 
HRH The Prince of Wales about her 
100% wool sculptures of HRH The 
Prince of Wales and Her Majesty 
the Queen. She used needle felting 
techniques with wool to make the art 
life-like. 

ABOVE: Matthew and Astrid talk 
about the Campaign for Wool with 
HRH with a 100% wool banner from 
A.W.Hainsworth



A Drinks Evening at the Reform Club Pall Mall - 18th May 2022
REPORT FROM LIVERYMAN 

BRIAN PLUNKETT

Fellow Woolmen, family, and friends 
enjoyed a splendid evening hosted by 
Hubs 3, 7 and 8 in the gardens and the 
garden room of the Reform Club in Pall 

Mall on 18th May. The elegance of the Club only 
dwarfed by those who mingled and enjoyed each 
other company on the newly turfed lawns of 104 
Pall Mall. As the Master Peter remarked, these 
gatherings are a way of getting to know each other 
in a less formal way so we can better understand 
and share our common values.

On the evening of Friday,11th March 2022 
some 90 Woolmen and guests assembled 
in evening dress at the unique and 
exquisite Cutlers’ Hall in Sheffield.  After a 
Clothing of 5 new Liverymen and a “fizzy” 
reception, everyone was received by The 
Master, Sir David Wootton. The Hall was 
attractively laid out and everyone having 
taken their places were welcomed by The 
Master Cutler, Mr James A Tear.

 A sumptuous 4 - course dinner 
accompanied by delicious wines followed. 

The evening’s musical interlude was 
provided by 6 choral scholars of Sheffield 
Cathedral, accompanied by their 
pianist, Ian Seddon, interim director of 
music at Sheffield Cathedral – this was 
“different” to the usual musical interlude 
at the London dinners and was very well 
received.   

Guests were welcomed by Liveryman 
Irving Warnett, and the response by the 
main speaker for the evening, Martin 
McKervey, High Sheriff of South Yorkshire 
who proposed the toast “The Worshipful 
Company of Woolmen may it flourish 
Root and Branch coupled with the name 
of The Master”. 

The evening in the Dining Hall was 
rounded off with a response by The 
Master, Alderman Sir David Wootton and 
concluded with his invitation for all to 
retire into the spacious reception room for 
a Stirrup Cup.

It was not until approaching the midnight 

hour that the final diners left The Cutlers’ 
Hall and, in several cases, then repaired to 
their nearby hotel for continued fellowship 
and merry making until the wee small 
hours!

An enjoyable evening was enjoyed by all 
who attended.

Northern Dinner -11th March 2022
REPORT FROM THE HON LIVERYMAN & ORGANISER ROBERT ALLAN

LEFT TO RIGHT: the Master, Lt Cameron Shepherd RN Professor Parikshit Goswami, Andrew Hogley 
CFA, Alderman Sir David Wootton, Diane & Spencer  Hannah and Emmanuel Cohen
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Hubs

Report
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The Woolmen’s Company 
Charitable Trust and The 
Queen’s Own Yeomanry share a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
aimed at promoting the standing 

and interests of our Company and the QOY by 
all appropriate means. One of the consequences 
of this is that we make an annual award to 
assist underprivileged soldiers attend adventure 
training or other extra-curricular activities 
beyond normal military activity.

The Queen’s Own Yeomanry is a light cavalry 
regiment in the army reserve which specialises 
in light armoured reconnaissance in front of the 
army in order to provide timely intelligence to 
advancing troops. A squadron of the QOY was 
granted the Freedom of the city of York over 
two years ago but because of Covid restrictions 
has only now been able to receive it formally. A 
representative of the Woolmen was invited to 
attend the parade where the award was made, 
which took place in York on April 2nd 2022.

The day began with a reception in the Mansion 
House where those forming the platform party 
met the Lord Mayor of York and the Sheriff. 
The Mansion House provides an experience in 
itself being the earliest purpose built house for a 
Lord Mayor still in existence. Designed in 1725 
in early Georgian style and completed in 1732 
it retains many original features and houses 
one of the largest collections of civic silver in 
England.

From the Mansion House we walked to an area 
just in front of York Minster where the parade 
was mustered. The squadron then received 
the Freedom of the City in a speech given by 
the Lord Mayor and became entitled to march 
through the city bearing arms. The Honorary 
Colonel of A Squadron responded expressing 
gratitude for the honour and highlighting the 
strong ties between the squadron and the city.
The parade then set off to march through the 
centre of the city on a one and a half mile route. 
Three fine black horses came first followed by 
a military band, then soldiers marching with 
swords drawn and bayonets fixed, in turn 
followed by members of the association, with 
two Jackal armoured vehicles bringing up the 

rear. The parade concluded with a salute being 
taken. 

Participants then returned to the Mansion House 
and from there to Yeomanry Barracks for a 
reception. At this reception two soldiers received 
long service medals. 

In making the presentations Major General (Ret’d) 
Tim Hyams stressed the important part played by 
partners in the lives of soldiers and observed that 
when you hear in a soldier’s biography “deployed 
to ……. Afghanistan or Iraq or wherever it may be 
“this says so little about the nature of the service 
that has been rendered. 

Thought for the day perhaps.

Haydn Biddle with Major General (Ret’d)  
Tim Hyams

Military Affiliations

Military Association with  
Queens own Yeomanry, 

Warcop Visit - 18th-19th June
The Master and Ann met an impressive, diverse group of men and women 
who were fully engaged in the enjoyment of actively learning by spending time 
on the range.

The Regiments conducted Heavy Machine Gun (HMG) firing at Warcop 
Ranges over the weekend of 18-19 Jun. This weapon is known as 'the 50 
cal'. This was the final validation shoot for those completing the Platform 
Weapon Operators (PWO) where the weapons are fired from the Jackal vehicle 
platform.

Freedom of York
REPORT FROM LIVERYMAN HAYDN BIDDLE
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As part of the newly formed affiliation, The 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen were invited 
to visit the largest of the Royal Navy’s training 
establishments, HMS RALEIGH near Torpoint in 
Cornwall at the end of July. The visit was led by the 

Master and his wife Ann and organised by Rupert Hague-Holmes. 
It was a huge privilege to able look around a military base that 
rarely opens it gates to the general public. 

HMS RALEIGH is made up of seven schools but this visit very 
much focused on the initial naval training of recruits and the 10 
weeks it takes to transform them from a civilian into a sailor. The 
visit began with a small and intimate dinner in a private dining 
room in the Wardroom hosted by The Commanding Officer, 
Captain Suzi Nielsen and the Executive Officer Commander Sean 
Brady. Other guests included Surgeon Commodore Fleur Marshall, 
The Head of the Royal Naval Medical Service, and Captain Jane 
Roe who has now succeeded Captain Suzi. With such diverse 

backgrounds scattered around the table the conversation was 
vibrant. After the dinner we retired for an overnight stay in the 
Wardroom with the prospect of a very full and exciting programme 
the next day and it did not disappoint.  After a hearty breakfast 
we were given an interesting briefing focusing on the role of HMS 

RALEIGH and 
its place within 
the modern 
Royal Navy. 
What followed 
was a first-hand 
insight into the 
Livery10-week 
experience of 
a naval recruit. 
It is certainly 
not for the feint 
hearted. 

The training is tough and disciplined and this was no more 
apparent when visiting the sleeping area where bed spaces are 
based on what might be experienced at sea, giving precious little 
space for carefully chosen personal belongings. We learnt that 
recruits have no time or opportunity to visit their families within 
the 10 weeks and one of the hardest aspects of their training is the 
limited 30-minute daily access they have to their mobile phones. 

A tough challenge for many of us in this modern world. We were 
then able to witness the activity in the swimming pool, the gym, 
the gunnery school and classroom before moving on to simulators 
where decommissioned warships give the teams of potential sailors 
the opportunity to tackle floods, fires and replenishment at sea. 

I was delighted to see the gunnery school in full swing, it was 
formerly based at HMS Cambridge on the cliffs at Wembury 
Point where I served for 3 years. Another particular highlight of 
the morning was the visit to the Seamanship School where the 
Woolmen were treated to a boat trip on the River Lynher in two 
workboats, the crew demonstrated the capability of the craft and 
explained the seamanship training carried out onboard. It was a 
truly rare and fabulous opportunity. 

After a very full, action packed morning and lunch in the 
Wardroom we had the honour of attending the Passing out Parade 
for the week 10 recruits who were joined by their instructors 
and very proud family and friends. Surgeon-Commodore Fleur 
Marshall took the salute and it was a truly happy and joyous 
occasion with parents bewildered by the fact that the very special 
staff had achieved in 10 weeks what that they had not managed to 
do in 18 years! We were very appreciative that we were given so 
much time by the exceptionally busy team which in turn gave us an 
insight to how sailors embark on a career that has so much to offer.

The Worshipful Company of Woolmen  
Visit HMS Raleigh - 29th July 2022

REPORT FROM SQUADRON LEADER LADY BARRONS (CHERRY)
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United Guild  
Service St Pauls  
Cathedral -  
Friday 1st  
April 2022
A packed St Pauls Cathedral once more saw the liveries 
and guilds of the City come together to celebrate their 
work. Woolmen joined for a celebratory reception and 
lunch following at Painters’ Hall.

Lady Mayoress's Sleep Out
REPORT FROM THE SLEEPERS

T Thank you to everyone again for your generous 
donations to the Lord Mayor’s Appeal event. It was 
held on Wednesday night, when the temperatures 
had plunged and intermittent light rain was upon us! 
Some 85 people gathered in Guildhall Yard in the City 

of London – those in the know had arrived early and found the 
sheltered spots, leaving the later arrivals, Greg Craig Waller and 
Judith Pleasance to find somewhere with limited protection from the 
elements. 

At 11pm, we were addressed by the Lord Mayor accompanied by the 
Lady Mayoress 
and their dog, 
India. 

 The Lord Mayor then sensibly departed for the warmth and comfort of 
Mansion House, leaving the Lady Mayoress to join in with the group. We 
heard that, to date, some £90,000 had been raised and with some confidence 
expect the total will break the £100,000 threshold. 

We also had a short talk from a representative from the Spitalfields Crypt 
Trust, a beneficiary of the event, about their work for the homeless in East 
London.

Time then to settle down – sleeping bags with only cardboard or mats 
allowed, no air mattresses! Sleep was noticeable by its absence – it is 
surprisingly noisy in the heart of a city. Never at 5am has tea and bacon rolls 

been more welcome, all donated by one of the City catering companies – Mark Groves to those of you who know him.

It was an interesting and sobering experience, knowing the extent of the work needed to help those facing, on a daily basis, what 
we endured for only one night.

Events
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Summer Ceremonial
Court Meeting - 11th July

ABOVE: The Master addressing the affiliated military units at the slide presentation

The Master and Court Assistants Roland Hayes and Rupert Hague-Holmes (Military Liaison Officer) all featured in a slide 
presentation given to the affiliated military units present. The presentation covered the history of the Company, it’s structure and 
the importance of the relationship the Company has with the military units attending.

The presentation is believed to be the first ever given to the affiliated units and was very well received, with many questions about the 
Company and the funding we can provide from the Charity to support the units.
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I was indeed honoured to have been asked by the Master 
to present a toast to all our distinguished guests at our 
Summer Banquette at the magnificent Apothecary Hall. 

This ‘delayed’ Banquette – compliments of a National 
Rail Strike were indeed a splendid affair, although 

we were depleted in numbers, we were very strong in 
commitment. The waving of menu cards on this warm evening 
sent a gentle breeze across those dining within this elegant 
Hall. 

We had a friendly military presence: Captain Suzi Nielsen OBE 
and her number one Commanding Officer of HMS Raleigh, is 
based in Cornwall.

Another distinguished guest was Major Olaf Dudley of 
131 Commando Squadron, a unique squadron helping the 
transition from military to civilian life, in these difficult times. 
We also welcomed Major Chris Seaton, of the Queens own 
Yeomanry a light cavalry regiment in the Army Reserve who 
are currently celebrating their 50 years of formation. The 
Woolmen have a splendid association with the Yeomanry 
through our past Master John Nickell – Lean, former 

Commanding officer of the Yeomanry. Address by Rupert 
Hague-Holmes.

Our Principal guest was Sarah Dunning OBE DL who was 
attending with her father John Dunning, John, who is a sheep 
farmer started Westmorland Services an iconic family business 
50 years ago. Sarah gave up her city job to run the group of 
service stations, not the service stations that bring dread to the 
road traveller but some very refreshing innovation from Tebay 
Services on the M6 in Cumbria to Gloucester Services on the 
M5, and to Cairn Lodge Services on the M74 in Scotland.  

Sarah was awarded the OBE in 2014 for services to the 
hospitality industry. 

Another role is as Non-Executive of Timpson the shoe and 
key cutting chain and perhaps best known for giving an 
opportunity to ex-offenders. 

The Civic Toast was proposed by the Master and the toast to 
our distinguished guests included those Woolmen who could 
not be with us on this evening. Sarah Dunning responded 
proposing a toast to The Worshipful Company of the Woolmen 
Root and Branch, and Coupled with the name of the Master.

Summer Banquette - 
11th July 2022

REPORT FROM LIVERYMAN BRIAN PLUNKETT

Master accompanying our main guest  Sarah Dunning in to the dinner



Inter Livery Shoot
- 18th May 2022
REPORT FROM SHOOT CAPTAIN ROBYN ALLARDICE-BOURNE 
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As Shoot Captain, it was a real 
pleasure to have had such a great 
response from our Livery and on 
the day, we had three teams repre-
senting the Worshipful Company 

of Woolmen at the 28th Inter Livery Shoot held at 
Holland & Holland. With me on Team “Rom-
ney” was James William and our two guest guns, 
Andrew Higgs and Graham Brothwood - with 
James, winning our “in-team” prize of best shot 
closely followed by Graham. 

With wonderful weather and a fabulous venue, it 
was a glorious day out. Next year, the venue for 
the inter-livery shoot will be the West London 
Shooting School which is a lovely venue, and one 
I use for running the Army Benevolent Fund 
annual fundraising shoot. 

Not only is it easier to get to (access off the A40 
at Northolt), but also it will be a cheaper ticket 
so will run at £235.00 (inclusive of VAT) per gun 
(or £940 per team).  For those who attended and 
those considering attending, › 

ABOVE: EYEING UP THE OPPOSITION: Left to Right; Scott Hanson, James William, 
Mark Johnson, Paul Heenan, Ulrike Dadley, Manny Cohen, Bryn Alderidge, 
Graham Brothwood
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please keep 18th May 2023 free in the diary. The 
Woolmen have been allocated Thursday 18th 
May drawn so please park that date in the diary 
now and drop me an email, confirming your 
interest in making up a team or being part of a 
team for the Woolmen. Apart from the pleas-
ure of the day, the point is that we are gathering 
together to enable all members of the Livery 
Companies to have a day together and to raise 
money for the charities of the winner’s choice, the 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal and the Princes Trust. As 
usual, the order of the day will be breakfast baps 
and a buffet BBQ lunch and in 2023 there will be 
an additional ten more birds per person. If you 
are interested in attending or wish to make up a 
team please email me at Robynab@maddoxlegal.
co.uk

Each Team has sent in a report and the following 
are from Upper Warden, Manny Cohen and  
Ulrika Dadley leading their respective teams:

Our team “Perindale” consisting of IPM Mark 
Johnson, upper warden Manny Cohen and his 
brother Nissim with Liveryman Scott Hansen all 
trotted out for a great days shooting. The weather 
was glorious unlike many normal years and the 
breakfast rolls tasty as ever and much needed 
given many attendees early start to get to the 
Holland and Holland grounds. 

Given the size of the inter-livery shoot, I am told 
it’s the largest shoot in the country. It’s certainly 
great fun. We bump into quite a few friends from 
other Liveries and it’s a great time to get to know 
fellow Woolmen. 

At the end of the shoot, we give the team prizes 
out, traditionally an empty shotgun cartridge. 
A red to Manny for best loser (most appalling 

score) a green to Mark for best runner-up and 
a green to Niss for best dressed. The gold went 
to Scott for wiping us all out with his amazingly 
average shooting. Looking forward to next year!

Manny Cohen (Upper Warden and team leader)

From Team “Herdy” Our team, the Herdy's 
finished up with a respectable 158 points, our 
group consisted of Paul, Bryn and Ted. We had 
an even split of gun points, and the pink clay in 
the flash was got at by Paul, who was delighted to 
give that £40 to charity for it! We tried very hard 
to win champagne bottles, but we were too good 
this year! In fact, all the Woolmen teams were too 
good for it. 

The weather was lovely and we had a super day, 
and shall look forward to next year!

Ulrika Dadley (team Leader)

“APART FROM THE PLEASURE OF 
THE DAY, THE POINT IS THAT WE 
ARE GATHERING TOGETHER TO 
ENABLE ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
LIVERY COMPANIES TO HAVE A 
DAY TOGETHER AND TO RAISE 
MONEY FOR THE CHARITIES OF 
THE WINNER’S CHOICE, THE 
LORD MAYOR’S APPEAL AND THE 
PRINCES TRUST”

INTER LIVERY SHOOT CONTINUED



North V South Golf 
-13th June 2022

REPORT FROM UNDER WARDEN DAVID HOPKINS

 Twenty four Woolmen, spouses 
and guests met at Greetham 
valley in Rutland for the annual 
North v South golf match. The 
North team, depleted in numbers 

but ably led by Robert Allan, was only 
narrowly defeated in a hard fought match.

The following day the individual prize was 
won by newcomer Jennie McClaughlin, 
the runner up being Andrew Riley with an 
excellent round.

A good time was had by all. The repeat 
fixture will be held at the same venue on 
19/20th June 2023. The fixture is for fun and 
camaraderie and Woolmen of all abilities are 
welcome. 

Anyone interested in playing should contact 
David Hopkins at david.hopkins891@
outlook.com ABOVE: David Hopkins, Jennie McClaughlin & the Master
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Installation Meeting & Service at Sadlers 
Hall - Thursday 28th April 2022

At a Court Meeting the following were clothed as Liverymen 
William Charnley

David Scott 
Malcolm Craig

The Court then joined members and guests at St. Vedast Church for a service conducted by Chaplain, Rev Paul Kennedy where we enjoyed 
superb singing by the choir and a lesson read by the Lord Mayor.

The Rt Rev Peter Hullah was installed as Master, Emmanuel Cohen as Upper 
Warden and David Hopkins as Under Warden. 

Ulrika Dadley was installed as a Court Member
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Following a reception, we 
progressed to the Hall where 
our Chaplain, Revd Paul 
Kennedy said Grace. 

The Master took wine with the 
3 new Liverymen, David Scott, William 
Charnley and Malcolm Craig. 

Loyal & Civic Toasts were proposed and 
Liveryman Lady Farrington proposed the 
toast to our guests which including principal 

guest Nicholas Coleridge CBE, Chairman 
of the Campaign for Wool and Master of 
Queens Jubilee Pageant; his wife Georgia; 
Lord Reed of Allermuir QC, guest of 
Professor Emma Edhem; Mrs Karen Mercer, 
Master Farmer; John Franklin, Master Salter 
and not to be confused with our I.P.M, Mr 
David Wootton C.B.E.

Interesting table presents were provided 
by Sarah Turner winner of the Wool 
Innovation Prize from her Little Beau Sheep 

range. We were entertained at the piano 
by Matthew Morrison accompanied by his 
wife Rachel with a varied range of songs 
including a “sing along” of the 23rd Psalm.
Nicholas Coleridge provided fascinating 
stories from his many and varied positions. 
In his response the Master told us of the 
state of our Livery and his plans for the next 
year and thanked Sir David Wootton for his 
outstanding year as Master. A Stirrup Cup 
rounded off a very successful and enjoyable 
evening.

  Installation Dinner 
at Sadlers Hall

LEFT TO RIGHT: Emmanuel Cohen Upper Warden, Nicholas Coleridge CBE, Georgia Coleridge, Master, David Hopkins Under Warden
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LT CAMERON SHEPHERD RN 
Seeks a wider range of interests than his very successful Royal 
Navy career. He is currently posted in Plymouth whilst his 
submarine undergoes a refit. He has been a fundraiser and 
being young and enthusiastic he hopes to run the Edinburgh 
Marathon for the Royal Navy and Royal Marines.

 

PROFESSOR PARIKSHIT 
GOSWAMI 
Director - Technical Textiles Research 
Centre, University of Huddersfield. 
Head of Fashion and Textiles 
Department. He obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in textile technology and 

worked in different industries, publishing many papers on 
textiles and carved out research.

ANDREW  
HOGLEY, CFA
Fundraising professional with 
experience in investments banking 
in equity research for  banks and 
brokerage houses. He is a school 
governor and an investor in a 

community based renewable energy scheme.

SPENCER & DIANE HANNAH
Founders of the Herdy Company, the Lakeland based wool, 
clothing and craft enterprise, being a registered charity to 
support rural community, champion upland fell farming and 
the Herdwick Sheep.

MALCOLM ALASTAIR CRAIG
Malcolm is a former Master of the Gold & Silver Wyre 
Drawer, his entire career has been involved in the insurance 
business, a Lloyds Underwriter broker and consultant. He has 
many sporting activities which he has linked to fundraising.

 KATE BYGRAVE
Comes from the Guild of Young 
Freeman and currently works with 
Young Farmers Club at the Woodlands 
Farm Trust in Greenwich. 

 
 
LAWRENCE LOBO
Now retired previously a Crown Court Recorder and 
Immigration Judge, interested in the history of our Livery.

SEBASTIAN  
BASSETT-JAMES 

Is attached to the Cabinet Office in London after posting 
as a military intelligence reserves officer, currently head of 
National Security for the Government Grants Function.

OBITUARIES
 

DAVID JACK SAVAGE 
1939 -2022

SAVAGE. David Jack, born 7th August 1939 died 
peacefully on 14th July 2022. He joined the Arbitrators 
company in 1989 as his parent livery company 
and went on to become an active Liveryman of the 
Arbitrators, Woolmen and Scriveners Companies. 
Solicitor & Notary Public for 60 years in Farnborough, 
Hampshire.
The funeral was held on August 11th at St Peter's 
Church, Farnborough, Hampshire and was attended by 
four Past Masters.

New Members
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LANA SPES NOSTRA


