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Message  
from the  
Master
My fellow Woolmen, it is with great pleasure that I write 
to you in what is a truly great and informative magazine. 
My thanks to Marshall Allender and Olly St John for all 
their hard work in producing it. 

So, I am now over halfway through my year as Master 
Woolman and what a packed year it’s been so far. When I 
got told it was going to be busy, I still never realised how 
busy as I’ve also got a full-time job.

We are just now out of the Sheepdrive season, which is 
the second largest outdoor event in the City of London 
and has so many moving parts including the sheep of 
course, so that so much can go wrong.

Thanks to Ann Dent and her team, all the Woolmen 
helpers, backed up by the Young Freemen, the Navy and 
Army Cadets, the event went amazingly! The atmosphere 
was electric, and a couple of stall holders have since come 
up to me and said it was their best year yet. We also had 
the most places sold and the best global publicity, thanks 
to our celebrity Damian Lewis who really got into the 
spirit of the event. It even made the Times quiz and I was 
contacted by a friend in NYC who saw me on TV there!

Being Master Woolman I have the honour of presenting 
prizes at Agricultural shows around the country for the 
Woolmen Charity sponsored UK junior sheep shearing 
competitions. I went to the Balmoral (Belfast), Bath & 
West, Great Yorkshire, and Royal Welsh (which has more 
visitors than Glastonbury!). Thanks to Jayne Harkness-
Bones, Lady Diana Farrington, Richard Excell, Andrew 
and Gill Dawson, Rhys Iley, Peter Ambler, and Tory 
Manuel, who have stepped in for me at the Highland 
show.  And of course thanks to Sir David Wootton, 
whose Charity committee co-ordinate it all.

I now know loads about sheep shearing, sheep and 
farming and made loads of contacts that I hope to keep 
up, so we can make a real difference in the coming years. 
We’ve had loads of events and thanks to Giles and his 
Livery Committee team backed up by Brian Plunkett - 
who organised all the smaller more intimate events with 
a double personal thanks of course, as I won £700 on a 
horse at Newmarket! 

Thanks to Jo Huxley for her work on the Hubs and 
Women of the Woolmen group who we hope to hear 
much more from in the coming year. 

One of the main events as Master is the Masters Weekend. 
I welcomed some 50 Liverymen and their guests to 
Cambridge early September. I am told everyone had 

a great time, I certainly did!  One of the highlights was 
taking over Downing College Chapel, where we were 
treated to an excellent choir of 20 singers! Wow, it was 
impressive. We then had a great reception on the lawns of 
the college and a dinner in their great hall .

The weather held all weekend so the champagne infused 
punting on the Cam and the first night BBQ by the river 
went perfectly to plan as, did the Duxford Air Museum 
visit. We actually went into the original WW2 fighter 
command control room that most would have seen in so 
many movies. 

We were able to have a guided walk round Cambridge 
and take in the Fitzwilliam Museum with plenty of time 
left for strolling around the beautiful city or drinking 
cocktails by the river. 

My installation at Saddlers’ Hall was one of the loveliest 
events of my life. I had the honour of taking over from 
Past Lord Mayor and Master Woolman Vincent Keaveny, 
and Alesja, my wife, took over as consort from his wife 
Amanda. The service and ceremony before at St Vedast 

went amazingly and the choir, supported by our David 
Swinson on Organ and joined by Giles Schofield singing, 
was so amazing. People were coming into the church and 
standing listening in the street! The place truly had a real 
hum when all were singing, I’m sure it was felt around 
the local area. My thanks to Paul Kennedy, our chaplain, 
for helping me organise a slightly different service. 

The dinner was made really special by the great 
atmosphere in the hall topped up by our entertainment 
in the form of an old friend of mine Friederike Krum, a 
well-known opera singer on the London music circuit, 
who I’m sure you will agree was brilliant. 

The weather was great for HMS Belfast and our summer 
banquet, sold out in a week! A record for any dinner. I feel 
the Woolmen are getting their party vibes back. What an 
evening that was! Entertaining speakers and a singer with 
dancing for the stirrup cup - that was a first! Although we 
were supposed to finish by 10:30, the staff were having 
such a good time that they let us continue the music until 
11:00, and we decanted the ship to the after-party at the 
Hilton by 11:30!



Woolmen who have not read Wool City, a history 
of the Bradford wool trade by Mark Keighley, 
published by Past Master, the late Brian Whitaker, 
will be unaware that the wealth of the city and 
surrounding areas came primarily from Colonial 
wools imported from Australia, South Africa and 
South America for processing on the worsted system. 
Mostly merino types, these antipodean wools were 
scoured, combed, spun, woven and finished in the 
valleys of West Yorkshire where abundant soft water 
had washed local wool since time immemorial and 
continues to do so to this day.

The merino sheep, a hardy animal not perturbed 
by arid terrain, originated in Morocco and thrived 
in similar climatic conditions across the Straits of 
Gibraltar in Spanish Andalusia where the Kings of 
Spain attempted in vain to keep the animals for their 
own gratification, indeed exporting merino livestock 
from Iberia in those days carried the death penalty. 
None of these draconian measures worked and 
merinos left the Iberian peninsula for similar climes 
in the Southern Hemisphere towards the close of 
the eighteenth century.

The merino was introduced into Australia in 1797 
and the first wool from there arrived in Farsley, a 
village between Leeds and Bradford, in 1807. It was 

Wool Beyond Britain 

 -  S P E C I A L  R E P O RT  -  -  M E S S AG E  F RO M  T H E  M A S T E R  - 

Special Report by Honorary Court 
Assistant Peter Ackroyd MBE 

Now, no Masters year can go on without initiatives and 
it’s left to me in this post-Covid world to kick start a few. 
One of the things I’ve realised is that not only am I very 
busy but little can be done in just a year.

The Woolmen are in the ascendancy and we are 
building momentum. My themes for this year have 
been ‘engagement’ and ‘communications’. This is both 
between management teams and the members, but also 
between the Woolmen and outside groups, including 
other Livery Companies. I am therefore embarking on 
a longer-term plan that will also, in effect, need to be 
bought to by future masters, the court, committees and 
the wider Livery. 

However, there are small things we can do and get started 
soon that raise our profile and enable engagement. 

Phillip Hicks kicked this off by organising a table at the 
Sheriff’s Ball. Next year we need to go for 2! There is 
also the Mayors Ball at the Mansion House in June, so 
looking for a volunteer to lead that. 

We used to do the Lord Mayors show every 5-7 years. 
However, we can engage more by joining the ancient 
Liveries with a small contingent for 4 years and every 

5th to take a bigger part. Sasho Kamburov has kindly 
organised this for 2024 and also agreed to organise 2 
tables for 20 people, at the Lord Mayors Curry Lunch in 
April at the Guildhall; he will be assisted from the court 
by Brian Plunkett. 

We are also going to have a stall at the Curry Lunch 
to push the Sheep Drive and the Woolmen and need a 
volunteer to organise that and 2 more to assist. It’s just 
for 3 hours 12.00- 15.00 at the Guild Hall.

These all raise our profile and may boost sponsorship and 
engagement with the Woolmen.
 
Other initiatives include, and we are looking for 
Volunteers:
•	 A fundraising and sponsorship team led by past 

master John Brewer.
•	 A heritage team (looking for treasures and property 

that we may own) led by Philip Hicks.
•	 A sustainability and climate action group being put 

together by Sarah Inge-Parker.

 
Rhys Iley and his Membership team need help from 
everyone. We are looking for members, so if you have a 
friend or family member you think would be suitable, 

bring them along to the dinner or contact the Clerk or 
Rhys for forms. Special deals for those under 40.

Sir David and his charity team are doing lots this year and 
we need to build funds, so they have a decent amount 
to award and encourage education, wool, innovation 
and sustainability. We are bringing in a standing order 
scheme. Giving just £10 a month can make a difference. 
Giving £35 or more a month will truly assist the charity. 
We are also looking for legacies and sponsorship of events 
as well. So, if you know someone,  Send them our way!
Well, if you got this far, I’ve done my job. I positively love 
the Woolmen and am so honoured to be the Master. I’m 
looking forward to the next six months and if you have an 
idea or wish to get more involved. Contact me. 

07554000198 (send me a whats app or call me)

Look forward to hearing from you or seeing you at the 
next event.

Manny Cohen
The Master

brought from Parramatta in New South Wales by 
the former Vicar of Farsley, the Rev Samuel Marsden 
who had been seconded to Penal Colony pastoral 
administration in newly settled Australia. His 
interest in sheep continued following a subsequent 
posting to New Zealand where he brought the 
Gospel to the Māori population.

Australia is by far the most important source of 
merino wool, currently producing around 172 
million kilos-clean-per-annum. It is estimated 
around 80% of wool apparel is made from the 
Australian clip.

Some fifty years ago, Australia produced around 600 
million kilos of wool, much of which was processed 
in the Northern Hemisphere for retailers such as 
Marks and Spencer, C&A and NEXT. The damage 
to the wool industry (and to the environment) 
caused by the post-World War Two advent of 
polyester, often blended with viscose and Lycra that 
replaced merino, particularly in woven women’s 
wear, is evident in the figures quoted.

The second most important producer of merino 
is South Africa, where the firsts rams and ewes 
landed in 1789 from Holland. This was of major 
significance as sizable numbers of lambs bred in the 
Dutch East India Company Gardens in what is now 
Cape Town, were eventually shipped to Australia 
to begin wool and meat production in New South 
Wales.

South Africa currently produces around 19.5 
million kilos ‘clean’ of merino wool per year, mainly 
on the plattlands of the Karoo, again an area not 
climatically dissimilar to the original habitat of the 
merino.

The Spanish Conquistadors brought sheep to 
South America during their reign of plunder and 
pillage that began in the early sixteenth century, 
but it was not until much later that the merino 
arrived in Argentina and Uruguay, following the 
introduction of Australian merino blood stock in 
the mid nineteenth century.

The merino profile in Argentina and Uruguay 
is relatively similar in both micron and quantity. 
Argentina produces around 15 million kilos clean-
per-year, as does neighbouring Uruguay.

Many of the mills pictured and profiled in Wool 
City, that in 1938 processed the entire Australian 
wool clip in wise anticipation of hostilities, are 
now closed, leaving a number of highly efficient, 
focused mills supplying premium and luxury brands 
throughout Europe, North America and East Asia.
Bulk spinning and weaving has sadly left these 
shores, but niche manufacturing of finer woollen 
and worsted Antipodean merino continues to 
thrive.
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As ever the reception was a lively affair, with 
champagne flowing and conversations happening, 
showing present Woolmen, new members, and 
guests alike the very best we have to offer. Once sat 
down we began an excellent meal featuring treats 
such as pheasant terrine and saddle of spring lamb. 
The food is always a key element to a good Livery 
dinner, and this was no exception. Another key 
element is friends and conversation. Although I was 
lucky enough to be sat with some friendsI had the 
opportunity to meet some new members and their 
guests, which is one of the many enjoyable benefits of  
a livery dinner. It is safe to say at a Woolmen dinner, 
you will never be without unique conversation. 

 -  PA S T  E V E N T S  - 

The 
Installation 
Dinner
Sadlers’ Hall,
17th April, 2024

 -  PA S T  E V E N T S  - 

Report from Marshall Allender

Although in the spectrum of Woolmen events all 
things remain equal, if there were to be a primus inter 
pares, it would most definitely be the Installation 
Dinner.  It is here, following the Installation 
Ceremony, that the Company celebrates the new 
Master, coming events, and charitable activities for 
the year. 

Following the end of the ceremony, the Court 
processed to Saddlers Hall with the usual pomp and 
circumstance afforded such occasions in the City. 
The rest of the attendees made their way in good 
order with surprisingly few pub stops on the way 
(though I have it on good information that this was 
done before the service) and arrived in good time for 
the receiving line. Saddlers’ Hall is a perfect location 
for the Woolmen Installation dinner, both because 
of their generosity and location.  The new Master for 
2024/25, Emmanuel Cohen, was well represented 
by his family and the attendees illustrated the diverse 
background of the Liveryman and Freeman of the 
Woolmen which come from all around the world.
 

The guest speaker of evening was Clerk to the 
Chamberlain’s Court at Guildhall, Laura Miller. 
For those who have not had the pleasure of hearing 
her speak, it is a master class in the history of the City 
of London, the Guildhall, and some of the many 
interesting characters that have passed through it 
over the years.

And finally, but not last, following the conclusion 
of dinner and the speeches, the Woolmen found 
themselves at quite the after party at the NED, 
which will be well known to late-night goers in the 
City. The Master is well known for ensuring that the 
festivities go on, and as always, he delivered a very 
memorable night. 

The 
Installation 
and Annual 
Church 
Service
St Vedast-alias-Foster,
17th April, 2024
Report from Court Assistant  
Giles Schofield

With a Jewish Master being installed, considerable 
thought went into ensuring the service leant towards 
the Old Testament. 

In order to do the selected music justice, Jo 
Ramadan, Director of Music at St. Vedast, boosted 
the choral resources from the usual four singers to 
eight – and permitted the writer to bump the bass 
line! Woolman David Swinson was again deployed 
at the organ console, before, during and after the 
service; more of which later.

Revd Paul Kennedy thought it would be a good idea 
to go long on Psalms and we ended up with three 
in total, one of which – Psalm 121 – was sung to 
the beautifully haunting chant by Walford Davies; 
“I will lift up mine eyes to the hills”. The service had 
begun with a setting of Psalm 23 “The Lord is my 
Shepherd” by Howard Goodall, which would have 
been familiar to followers of the Vicar of Dibley. 
The anthem after the second reading took its text 
from Psalm 122 – “I was Glad”. The music was by 
CHH Parry and was heard at last year’s Coronation, 
although we did have to omit the Vivats.

Immediately after the Installation Ceremony, the 
book of Isaiah provided the text to “For unto us a 
child is born”, from Handel’s wonderful Messiah, 
with true vocal gymnastics for singers and flying 
hands and feet for David. Isaiah featured again in the 
second lesson read by the Master, where we heard of 

the Lord’s bringing the world from darkness unto 
light. The New Testament enjoyed an outing when 
Upper Warden David Hopkins read from the Book 
of John of Jesus’s instructions to Simon Peter about 
feeding his sheep. The service concluded with John 
Rutter’s Blessing – “The Lord Bless You and Keep 
You” and the Master kept us on our toes during 
the service with assorted thanks and Blessings in 
Hebrew. The final hymn was more Parry – the ever 
majestic “Jerusalem”.

Before the service David Swinson gave his first public 
performance of JS Bach’s mighty Passacaglia and 
Fugue in C Minor, which Bach composed relatively 
late in life. It is regarded by most musicologists as one 
of the greatest ever compositions, and along with 
many organists, it is only now that David has felt 
ready to give this complex work the full attention  it 
demands and deserves. With an introductory theme 
played in the pedals that is repeated throughout 
either using feet, hands or a combination, there are 20 
variations followed by a double fugue on the theme. 
Bach was a deeply religious man, and much has been 
written about his use of blocks of 3 and 7 – the Holy 
Trinity and Days of the Week. With 21 items, the 
Passacaglia – a form of Spanish dance - combines 
both. At the end of the service David treated us to 
a piece he had last played on BBC Radio 3; Paean 
by Herbert Howells. Noisy, virtuoso and exciting, it 
brought matters to a triumphant close.



The 
Summer
Banquet 
HMS Belfast,
17th April, 2024

 -  N O RT H E R N  I R E L A N D  - 

The Summer Banquet is the Woolmen’s annual 
summer event held at different locations throughout 
the UK to provide a change of pace from the usual 
backdrop of the City of London and its various 
Livery halls. 

The 2024 Summer Banquet was a particularly 
special evening as it was held on the HMS Belfast, a 
World War II era cruiser which served in the Royal 
Navy from 1939 to 1963. It is a particularly unique 
setting for a dinner, but one that proved to be very 
memorable.

Although the Belfast has a particularly long gangway, 
the walk was worth the effort as the evening began 
with a superb reception on the foredeck, greeted 
by the Master and those attending from the Court. 
Summer in London is always a crapshoot in terms of 
weather, but the dinner could not have been in better 
circumstances. With the sun shining, jazz swinging, 
wine flowing, and guests in the finest evening wear 
or uniforms, it was an excellent representation of our 
military connections and history and a wonderful 
way to begin the evening. 

After the reception, dinner was held in the 
Company Dining Hall, where the crew would have 
eaten during the vessel’s service. It was a decidedly 
interesting experience eating dinner in the depths of 
a ship built 85 years ago, and despite the hot weather 
the wine and buoyant company kept people in good 
cheer. 

The principal guest of the evening was Captain 
Mike Davis-Marks OBE, a former submariner and 
a fellow Liveryman, having been Master of the 
Worshipful Company of Makers of Playing Cards. 
Captain Mike-Marks treated the gathered Woolmen 
and guests to stories from his days as Head of PR 
for the Royal Navy and the military connection to 
Livery companies. Following dinner, the evening 
finished with drinks in the Ward and Ante rooms, 
which fittingly, would have been the officer’s mess.

 -  M A S T E R ’ S  W E E K E N D  - 

Report from Marshall Allender

Wine Tasting  
& Lunch
Waddesdon Manor,
22nd June, 2024 

The National 
Theatre
22nd June, 2024 

The wine tasting event at Waddesdon Manor took place 
in finer weather than anticipated, the sun came out for 
us!  Seventeen eager participants sampled three white and 
five red wines from the various Rothschild Vineyards 
around the world in the elegantly converted cellar rooms 
of the Manor. 

The selection of wines was excellent, coupled with the 
explanation of the origin of the grapes, it made a very 
educational and interesting morning.

Lunch afterwards in the outside area of the restaurant 
was truly excellent and well chosen by Brian. 

The gardens of Waddesdon Manor looked splendid as 
well and I shall hope this event will remain a firm fixture 
in our livery social calendar. 

Report from Ulrika Dadley

Report from Brian Plunkett

Act one -The Tour
My grateful thanks to Andrew and Gill Dawson for 
arranging the National Theatre trip of our Woolmen 
Livery – A three act play – Firstly,  the intimate tour 
behind the scenes, the beating heart of the NT – 
including the dressing rooms of the illustrious names we 
associate with Theatre.  

Act two – The Play 
London Tide is a play based on Charles Dickens’ Our 
Mutual Friend. The play although a long one,  3 hours 
and 10 minutes, could have worked equally well in 2 
hours 30 minutes if I had been directing,  but I wasn’t!! 
“Charles Dickens reflected real life in his writings; a 
snapshot of educational reforms across the past 200 years. 
A brilliant play enjoyed by all of us; the time did fly by…

Act Three – The late lunch
The hospitality was excellent at Brasserie Blanc and 
catered quite comfortably for 35 Woolmen and their 
guests. The final act was to reflect on the day – a full day 
– but one that had a standing ovation.



the masters weekend

Cambridge
—

6th - 8th September 2024

 -  N O RT H E R N  I R E L A N D  - 

Farm Tour  
& Lambs
Woodlands Farm Trust,
22nd June, 2024 

Report from Kate Bygrave

 Report from Liveryman Georgie Cohen and Irving Warnett

The April weather hasn’t been kind to farmers, with 
heavy rain for long periods. The beginning of the visit 
day for The Woolmen was no different, with heavy rain 
overnight that continued into the morning. Luckily the 
downpours died down as Woolmen arrived at the farm.

After some hot drinks and an introduction to the history 
of the farm by the Chair of the Trustees, the Woolmen 
were treated to a tour of the farm. Unfortunately a ride 
out to the fields across the 89 acres of the farm with the 
tractor and trailer was unavailable due to the weather, but 
a leisurely stroll out to see the flock of (fairly) new born 
lambs accompanied by some of the Young Farmers - the 
Young Farmers Club being supported by the Woolmen 
Charity, was a perfect opportunity for the Woolmen 
to hear more about the farm and chat with the young 

farmers about their experience of the farm and their 
future aspirations. 

Lambing at the farm had finished quickly this year with 
most of the ewes having given birth by the 14th April, 
meaning that the Woolmen didn’t get the chance to go 
behind the scenes to our private maternity barn to meet 
the new borns, but with 67 new lambs and 78 adult 
sheep out in the fields as well as pigs, piglets and chickens 
there was plenty for everyone to see. 

The visit finished off with sandwiches and cakes prepared 
by the farm volunteers and more opportunities to chat. 
A lovely day was had by all, and all the volunteers, staff 
and young people at the farm are excited to welcome 
more Woolmen to future events



 -  C A M B R I D G E  - 

Duxford Imperial War Museum 
‘Scramble all squadrons’
The 19th Spitfire Squadron was based at Duxford - 
home to the Spitfire and other iconic aircraft during 
the Battle of Britain including the Hurricane and 
Lancaster. It was the first RAF squadron to re-equip 
with the new Supermarine Spitfire; first arriving at 
RAF Duxford in August 1938 and today, one of the 
last airworthy spitfires continues to take to the skies 
from this very airfield. 

We were lucky to have a tour of the hangers from 
a guide who shared the story behind the Spitfire 
N3200. Flying missions out of Duxford, it was shot 
down during the battle of Dunkirk, crash landing 
on a beach and sinking into the sand in Normandy. 
If you have seen Christopher Nolan’s Dunkirk, this 
aircraft and pilot served as the true story behind Tom 
Hardy’s crash-landing and escape from the Nazis. 
It was recovered 45 years later and fully restored to 
flying condition at Duxford. 
 
For me, it was humbling to learn that pilots often 
had just 10 hours of experience flying the Spitfire 
before taking to the battle of the skies. For Irving 
and Valerie, something that further stood out, was 
learning the term ‘the full nine yards’ referred to 
the length of the belt of bullets in a Spitfire’s wing. 
Therefore to give such meant ‘to give Jerry it all’, 
which equally astonishing was just a 17-second 
burst. 

The Master ‘really loved seeing the operations room 
at Duxford, and that was something else. We saw 
that in movies but this was it. The real thing.’ We 
listened to a reenactment of a phone call, when 
the Big Wing sent 5 squadrons to defend London 
from an estimated 400 enemy bombers and 1000 
fighters - with the resounding command ‘Scramble 
all squadrons, scramble all squadrons!’ 

The special part about this tour was the stories we 
heard about the courageous stories of local people, 
that brought the astounding reality of the Battle of 
Britain and close connection with the local area.  

This section could warrant its book, but I hope to 
have done it justice!

 -  M A S T E R ’ S  W E E K E N D  - 

The Woolmen 
flock to 
Cambridge 

It is tradition for the Master to invite members 
of the Livery to come together for a weekend in 
the town they are from to get to know the Master, 
and their fellow liverymen and guests in a relaxed 
and social environment. The weekend was 
captured perfectly at the black-tie dinner in the 
grand setting of Downing College, with a toast to 
‘Friendship’. 

As distinct from over-the-table talk at dinners 
- and realising what fascinating backstories 
many have on their lives and achievements, it 
really brought home to us the true joys of shared 
Livery fellowship, and we wholly recommend all 
Woolmen to plan to attend one.

The weekend offered ample opportunity 
to discover new friendships with beautiful 
backdrops and to explore the best that Cambridge 
had to offer. From champagne punting down the 
River Cam, to a private choir recital at Downing 
College; a relaxed BBQ buffet to a black tie 
dinner; hearing the local history of the legendary 
spitfires, to a VIP tour of Wimpole Home Farm to 
meet rare breed sheep. 

If there were an itinerary to explore Cambridge 
and the surrounding area, this was hard to beat 
(and this account is being co-written by a local 
Cantabrigian). 



 -  C A M B R I D G E  -  -  M A S T E R ’ S  W E E K E N D  - 

Champagne Punting on the 
Cam followed by a BBQ buffet 
at the Graduate
The champagne punting down the River Cam past 
the Colleges down the Backs was a real highlight for 
many. 

Irving Warnett, who had seen many of the Colleges 
from the roads, recounts the splendour of seeing 
the Chapels and Halls from the river whilst passing 
under the bridges - with champagne in hand - was 
very memorable. It wasn’t a surprise to see the 
number of attendees double at this event! With 
just 40 minutes to finish 3 bottles of champagne 
per boat, I’m pleased to report, Master, we did you 
proud and didn’t leave a drop behind!  

Alesja Cohen’s favourite part of the weekend was 
“definitely champagne punting - an afternoon drift 
along the river Cam. Gliding beneath low hanging 
willows, passing around glasses of champagne, 
toasting, chatting and laughing whilst admiring 
the beauty of the stone facades of colleges in a great 
company.” 

The Master especially enjoyed the Friday evening 
that followed. What luck that the weather held! It 
was nice sitting out with everyone at the BBQ and 
drinks in an idyllic and relaxed setting - a lovely 
atmosphere and the food was really well done. 

A worthy mention that Jo Huxley used to work for 
Scudamore’s, whose guides punted us gracefully 
down the river! 

Tour of the Colleges: Pembroke 
and Corpus Christi 
Saturday morning started with a bright and early 
tour of the Colleges. The group split in two to 
explore Pembroke College and Corpus Christi 
College respectively. 

For Master Manny, his key takeaway was learning 
why Corpus Christi was founded - to train priests 
after the Black Death as so many died; that the rear 
walls are made out of clunch - which is chalk brick - 
they can’t ever wash it as it will just dissolve!

On Christmas Eve 1347 Edward III granted Mary de 
St Pol, daughter of Guy de Chatillon and the widow 
of Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, a licence 
for the foundation of the College. Pembroke is the 
earliest Cambridge College to survive today on its 
original site with an unbroken constitution from its 
first foundation. Like most of the Colleges, it was 
founded originally for boys to study religion.

The chapel at Pembroke was the first work of Sir 
Christopher Wren. The Dean of the College was his 
uncle, Matthew Wren, who went onto become the 
Bishop of Ely, had an undesirable stint in the Tower 
of London; the story goes that Matthew promised 
Sir Christopher, if he got out of the Tower alive he 
could design the chapel at the College - and so he did. 
Sir Christopher went on to build the distinguished 
Wren library at Trinity College and other notable 
buildings. 

Ray Thompson highlighted the popular fable - 
that the bridge was designed and built by Sir Isaac 
Newton without the use of nuts or bolts. The bridge 
was infact designed by William Etheridge, and built 
by James Essex in 1749. It has been rebuilt on two 
occasions, in 1866 and in 1905. 

For Georgie Cohen, the connection of the 
University’s age-old English Royalty stood out, 
with Queens’ College being founded by Margaret 
of Anjou and Elizabeth of Woodville - originally 
Andrew docket as a religious college.



 -  C A M B R I D G E  -  -  M A S T E R ’ S  W E E K E N D  - 

Choir in the Grounds of 
Downing College 
A theme of nature and a rare performance of Crown 
of Roses by Tchaikovsky, we were lulled into a 
sense of awe in this intimate setting - a very special 
performance. 

For Kevin Barwick, his highlight was the choral 
singing in the Chapel in the wonderful Downing 
College grounds ahead of drinks reception and gala 
dinner. 

Singing is such an uplifting thing to be involved 
in and maked us think that rejoining local choral 
society is a good plan. 

During the pre-dinner drinks, talking with the 
singers who later stayed to give grace, the soprano 
commented on Georgie Cohen’s different coloured 
eyes, a rare condition that she too has and the impact 
made on their respective lives, all prompted I guess 
by the importance of maintaining eye contact.

A wonderful visit to  
Wimpole Home Farm 
A recent visit to Wimpole Farm was a delightful 
mix of history, nature, and some Jurassic Park-style 
excitement! The farm, known for its conservation 
of rare breeds, features animals like the Norfolk 
Horn sheep, a breed once extinct but revived by 
Whipsnade Zoo. Seeing these sheep thriving today is 
a testament to conservation efforts.

Feeding the pigs was a standout moment—like 
something straight out of Jurassic Park! As they 
charged toward us, it was hard not to be reminded 
of a stampede of prehistoric creatures.

The visit also included a stop at Kipling’s house 
and a stroll through the stunning botanical gardens, 
offering a peaceful contrast to the excitement of the 
farm. For the Master, Wimpole Hall was unlike any 
other farm he’s ever visited.

Black Tie Dinner at  
Downing College
Again we were blessed with a lovely dry warm 
evening to enjoy drinks and canapes on the lawns 
of Downing College. We were made quickly 
acquainted of the lawn rules - that the main lawns in 
front of the beautiful neo-classical buildings could 
only be walked on by masters and fellows. Not even 
our Master was allowed to tip toe!

However the side lawns gave us privileged views of 
the college and library all of which were built in 
1800 by a bequest from Sir George Downing, some 
204 years after other colleges had been built and it 
became the first of a new wave of colleges including 
Girton being built in the 1880’s. Hence it is known 
as the ‘newest of the old and oldest of the new’ 
colleges.

We were pleased to welcome liveryman Jayne 
Harkness-Bones for an impressive flying visit from 
Northern Ireland. It was an excellent evening, with 
fantastic company throughout. Jayne ‘particularly 
enjoyed the opportunity to chat with fellow 
Woolmen and share the educational work we’re 
doing in primary schools, introducing young people 
to the importance of sheep and wool. It was great to 
share our efforts and connect over the shared passion 
for promoting wool to the next generation.’

The black tie dinner wouldn’t be complete without 
a stirrup cup - and Parker’s Tavern offered 100 
different gins to choose from. 

Raising a toast!
In Kevin Barwick’s words, the opportunity to talk to 
liverymen and partners at length and in detail about 
their lives and interests will enhance conversations 
when next we meet at livery events. So the thing 
learned is to make time to continue to learn about 
others. 

Feeling the sentiment shared by all who joined, it 
seems fitting to end with the highlight that resonated 
among the group; ‘to friendship’ - and certainly a 
glass raised to the Master. 

Notice: Wimpole Home Farm is looking for rare-
breed rams. Please spread the word within your 
networks to seek Rams for Leicester long wool, 
Portland, Norfolk, Oxford and Whiteface woodland 
breeds.  



The Sheep 
Drive 2024 
23rd September 2024

A Note from the Master  
& his Consort 
We were really pleased how the masters weekend 
went, how each activity blended well with the 
next and that the weather held so amazingly. Only 
raining as we left the University Arms hotel. 

Main takeaway. Why Corpus Christi was started 
- to train priests after the Black Death as so many 
died. And its rear walls are made out of clunch 
which is chalk bricks so they can’t ever wash it as 
it will just dissolve!!  We really loved seeing the 
operations room at Duxford, that was something 
else. We saw that in movies but this was it. The 
real thing!

The punting was a real laugh and the Friday 
evening weather held well. So nice sitting out 
with everyone. It was a lovely atmosphere and 
the food was really well done.

Saturday’s events were lovely, with everything 
eventually falling into place. The entire Downing 
College experience was very special for us, and 
Wimpole Estate was a magical place that felt 
different to the usual farm visit. Peter Holmes-
Johnson told me that was the best bit for him!  
All in all, we were very happy it went so well 
with no hiccups. We think most people enjoyed 
themselves, and for us, that was the important 
thing.

Manny & Alesja
​​

 -  S H E E P  D R I V E  &  L I V E RY  FA I R  -  -  C A M B R I D G E  - 

This years Sheep Drive was a roaring success, 
made even more special by the participation of 
actor Damian Lewis. Held on London Bridge, 
this annual tradition brought together people from 
all over to drive sheep across the historic bridge, 
celebrating the ancient rights granted by the City. 
With Lewis leading the charge, the day was filled 
with excitement, laughter, and a strong sense of 
community as the Woolmen, wider Livery and 
other participants embraced their role in keeping 
this cherished tradition alive. 

The Livery Fair attracted large crowds, creating 
a vibrant and lively market atmosphere. As a 
unique occasion in the city’s calendar, it brought 
together livery companies, artisans, and small 
businesses to showcase their distinctive crafts 
and exceptional goods. 

A full report on the Sheep Drive 2024 will be 
featured in the Spring issue of The Woolsack, 
where we will share more details of the event, its 
impact, and memorable moments. Stay tuned for 
in-depth coverage of this iconic day and insights 
from the wonderful team that made it happen.

Update from Olly St John



 -  A B O U T  T H E  WO O L M E N  C H A R I T Y  - 

THE CHARITABLE 
OBJECTIVES
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“The Woolmen Charity is at the 
heart of our livery”
As Chair of the Woolmen Charity I am delighted to 
bring you news of our significant activities during 
2024. The charity is not only one of the key focuses 
of the Woolmen Company, but an important 
endeavour which helps spread the message of the 
benefits of wool, and serves to support the City of 
London and the Lord Mayor.

Our largest and highest profile event was the Sheep 
Drive and Livery Fair on Southwark Bridge on 
Sunday 29 September, now firmly established as 
the largest street event in the City after the Lord 
Mayor’s Show. This year a record number drove 
sheep and Damian Lewis was a wonderful celebrity 
who enabled us to achieve record publicity, all in the 
cause of wool.

This year’s Innovation In Wool Awards was a 
particularly close competition with many excellent 
entrants who sought to bring a new edge to uses of 
wool. The main prize ultimately went to Brightland, 
a new brand seeking to create fully sustainable 
footwear for children.

Woolmen will be particularly proud because they 
also aim to use British wool. Joint runners-up were 
Puffin Packaging and Cloudwool.

We continue our awards to University students 
for work in wool and those beginning careers in 
wool – the principal awards presented at our Civic 

Dinner on 29 October; our support for shearing 
competitions at major agricultural shows – there is a 
national shortage of trained shearers; our support for 
city farms in London which have sheep; university 
research into wool.

We are expanding our efforts to introduce wool to 
schoolchildren, building on a very successful “Wool 
Innovators Ulster” project in Northern Ireland led 
by one of our members.

We work with other Livery Companies in the Textile 
Livery Group to promote sustainability in textiles 
and a Leeds University course in sustainable textiles.

I highlight the importance of all these activities to 
the Woolmen and those in the industry. It is with 
support of the members of the Company and our 
events that allow this to happen and ensure that the 
“wool message” can continue to be an integral part 
of Britain. I would also like to encourage members 
to, when able, donate to the charity to help further 
our goals.

Finally, I thank my fellow trustees for their tireless 
efforts and support of the charity, and I look forward 
to our continuing support for the industry going 
forward.

Sir David Wootton 

The advancement of education and 
science in relation to wool, including 
wool growing, shearing, wool products, 
wool applications, veterinary practices 
and procedures

The advancement of environmental    
 protection, health and the saving of lives,  
in relation to wool growing, wool 
products, wool applications, and global 
environmental issues in wool processing 
procedures

The support of initiatives to promote and 
to preserve the heritage and traditions of 
wool and the wool industry.

The advancement of community 
development and fostering of 
relationships with the City of London 
and its community including the Livery 
movement and related charities.

The promotion of the efficiency of the 
armed forces of the Crown and the 
Company Affiliations to the Armed 
Forces of the Crown once they have 
been approved by the Court through a 
Memorandum of Understanding 

-  N E W  M E M B E R S  - 

SARAH INGE  
PARKER

of London &  
Oxfordshire

 

GEORGIE COHEN
of Somerset 

GARETH JONES     
of Cardiff 

MAX BEDFORD     
of Yorkshire 

Is a Sustainability Consultant and also 
member of the Worshipful Company Of 
Fuellers and an advisor to the Charitable 

Trust of the Worshipful Company of 
Fuellers.

Is a technology marketing specialist with 
extensive experience in the industry and 
now has a passion for artwork focusing 

on surface pattern design

A former Civil Servant in the British 
Government including private
secretary during the Thatcher 

Government; Director of
Agriculture and Environment in the 

Welsh Government; Director General for 
Natural Resources in the Welsh

Government

Worked in the luxury menswear trade 
in Yorkshire with an emphasis on 

local tweeds, and helped produced 
the ‘Yorkshire Tweed’ presented at the 
Yorkshire show. Currently applying to 

join the Armed Forced. 

-  N E W  M E M B E R S  - 

COLONEL BRIAN 
KAY OBE TD DL 

of London 

JUDITH CHARNLEY 
of Lancashire 
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A director of an investment company 
and former army officer, serving for 39 
years in many different posts, including 

with the Honourable Artillery Company

A former vet of over 40 years, she is now 
a sheep farmer on Ing Hey Farms, in 

Lancashire.
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